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HOW TO END ARMS RACE 


Lansbury Says Britain 
Must Lead World to 
Conterence Table 


By a PEACE NEWS Reporter 


No. 122 


Conscientious 
Objector to 
A.R.P. Rate 


HOR refusal, on conscientious grounds, 
to pay that part of his rate—S5d.— 
which was devoted to air raid precautions, 
Mr. A. J. Sharp, a Penzance member of the 
Peace Pledge Union, was summoned. 
He told the court that he believed ARP 
“to be a kind of conscription of thought.” 
The clerk explained that the magistrates 
were strictly limited in their powers, and 
an order was made for the payment of the 
5d. and 3s. costs. 


RECTORIAL 
ELECTION 
SURPRISE 


Dr. Benesh As 
Nationalist Candidate 


From Our Own Correspondent 


HE last-minute nomination of Dr. 
: Edouard Benesh, former President of 
Czechoslovakia, as the Scottish Nationalist 
candidate in the Glasgow University 
Rectorial election has enormously streng- 
thened the opposition to the pacifist candi- 
date, Mr. Laurence Housman. 
The announcement that Dr. 
would stand came as a complete surprise, 
and gave a great stimulation to the sup- 
porters of collective security, until then 
uninterestingly represented by Sir Archi- 
bald Sinclair, the Liberal nominee, who has 
now withdrawn so as not to split the col- 
lective security vote. 


CONDITION OF WITHDRAWAL 
Immediately after the announcement was 
made, the sponsors of Mr. Housman were 
approached by the Nationalists and the 


Public Affairs 
Commentary — Page 16 


Benesh 


Liberals with a view to Housman with- 
drawing also in favour of Benesh. As a 
preliminary to this request Dr. Benesh was 
announced as standing as a Nationalist and 
a pacifist, and “as representing the princi- 
ples of the small democratic Powers.” 
The reply, given by Mr. Andrew 

Stewart, President of the Glasgow 

University branch of the Peace Pledge 

Union, was that he would willingly ask 

Mr. Housman to withdraw, on condition 

that Dr. Benesh signed the Peace Pledge. 

So far no intimation of Dr. Benesh’s 

willingness to do so has been made. 

It would be vain to conceal that Mr. 
-Housman has now been faced with a 
formidable opponent, where before the 
field was clear for his election. 

All the admiration which has been felt 
for Czechoslovakia during the past weeks 
will be harnessed to support of Dr. Benesh, 
coupled with the policy of collective 
security, and a victory for Dr. Benesh will 
be hailed as a declaration in favour of that 
policy. 

FORMIDABLE OPPOSITION 

It is certain that Dr. Benesh will be able 
to count on the united support of the 
Liberals, the Nationalists, and the Socialists 
a formidable coalition. 
'*§ Nonetheless, Glasgow University pacifists 
are determined not to allow the pacifist 
case to go by default in an election that 
must now turn on the recent crisis, and 
mith such a candidate as Laurence 
Housman they go forward with confidence 
to a campaign that will certainly make 
Rectorial history. 

Support is now even more urgently 
needed.—See page 16. 


W 


are going to do with the world. 


E ask that instead of this intensification of armaments, we 
should unite in demanding that the Government halt the 
arms race, get this conference together, and ask what we 


“This world is not only full of beauty, it is full of everything 


we need for a full life. 


We have done wonderful things, but we 


have not learnt how to use the world’s wealth.” 


In these words George Lansbury 


moved the following resolution, 
which was subsequently carried by more 
than 2,000 people at a public meeting in 
Victoria Hall, Hanley, on Saturday:— 

This meeting appreciates the sincere efforts 
of the Prime Minister and others to avert 
immediate war, 2 war made possible through 
the bankruptcy of European statesmanship, 
and is convinced that violence and war cannot 
bring peace to the world, It strongly opposes 
any intensification of the race in armaments 
and proposals made by certain leaders for 
industrial and military conscription. 

Peace will only be secured when nations are 
willing to cooperate in sharing the resources 
and markets of the world, and in a complete 
abandonment by al! countries of imperial, 
economic, and political domination. 

We wholeheartedly support the proposals for 
a world conference of all nations to secure 
economic cooperation and the removal of terri- 
torial and other grievances, and call upon the 
Government to give a lead to the world such 
as will ensure immediate action. 

“When we asked for this conference in 
the House of Commons in February, 1935,” 
Mr. Lansbury went on, “ the Government 
said, ‘But we must have time.’ Well, they 
have had time. 

“If we had a Government in this 
country that was willing to put a big 
chunk into the common pool and to share 
our resources, I am quite sure we could 
give a lead to mankind that would start 
-us—not take us immediately, but start 
us—along the road to the peacc that Mr. 
Chamberlain spoke about.” 

Mr. Lansbury referred to the example of 
the United States as an economic unit, 
which he thought the South American 
States would certainly join in time. 

“This is a big task. But we should at 
any rate make a start. We don’t want a 
four-Power pact, but a real international 
conference that might lead to a new 
League of Nations.” 

“We've all got to be very practical about 
this resolution,” said Mrs. Eleanor Barton, 
seconding. Having expressed their opposi- 
tion to any intensification of the race in 
armaments, for example, were they going 
to make their. opposition known to those 
“certain leaders” who are proposing “in- 
dustrial and military conscription?” 


EFFECT OF TARIFFS 


“You cannot have a League of Nations 
when there are tariff walls dividing nations 
and they are hating one another,” declared 
Mr. Andrew Maclaren, M.P. for Burslem. 

He recalled that he had declared years 
ago that if Britain went tariff, a great 
war would follow, for it would result in 

a great tariff onslaught by other nations 

on the British Empire. Through the 

Ottawa agreements the British Empire 

became a close cooperation to the ex- 

clusion of others’ trade. 

He suggested that because tariffs were 
“breaking the moral law, the law of God,” 
the Church should have spoken out against 
them. 

“Pacifists and those who believe in peace 
never had a more glorious opportunity than 
they have now,” he concluded amid 
applause. 

James Hudson spoke 
Alfred Salter, M.P. 

(Convention report, page 9; 
article page 8.) 


in place of Dr. 


leading 


Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Concert 


“OcToRER 31, first anniversary of the 
2 death of Dick Sheppard, founder 
of the Peace Pledge Union, will be 


marked by the Union by an orchestral 
concert by the London Symphony 
Orchestra, in Queen's Hall, London. 

The conductor will be Basil Cameron, 
and the programme will include Beet- 
hoven's Third Symphony. 

Full particulars, including instructions 
as to where to write for tickets, will be 
made known at the earliest possible 
moment, 


2d 


‘zechoslovwakhia 


Pacifist Help 
for Refugee 
Children 


By H. RUNHAM BROWN, 
Hon. Sec., War Resisters’ International 
HE War Resisters’ International #roup 
in Prague are arranging to receive a 
number of refugee children from the 
Sudetenland at their new home in Myto, 
near the new frontier. 

The building, which is situated in 
wooded and beautiful surroundings, 1,500 
feet above sea level, was only completed 
on October 1. It was originally intended 
as a holiday home for children from 
Prague but, in the new conditions, it will 
be difficult to use the home, placed as it is 
so near the new frontier, and in the very 
path along which refugees are passing, for 
that purpose. The expected sources of in- 
come from Czech supporters will now 
naturally be drastically curtailed. 


The War Resisters’ International has 
therefore undertaken to raise funds which 
it is hoped will maintain some 20 children 
at an expenditure of 10 Czech crowns per 
day per child; that is, approximately 10s. 
per week. Control of the home will be in 
the hands of a small committee of our 
Czech friends. 

I feel sure that members of the Peace 
Pledge Union will want to join the Inter- 
national in this effort and to share, even 
if only in a very small way, some of the 
sacrifices that our Czech friends are 
making. Will you please send me any- 
thing you can afford? 


This is the address: H. Runham Brown, 
War Resisters’ International, Czech Fund, 
11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 


* * . 

Members of the PPU have already shown 
their desire to contribute toward the relief 
of distress in Czechoslovakia, and one 
correspondent has promised to send an 
amount equivalent to one week of her 
salary. A sum of approximately £20, 
already received from members at PPU 
headquarters, will be devoted to the WRI 
fund. 


B.B.C. Support for 
Airerait Reeruiting 


Special to Peace News 
N the Friday of the Czechoslovakian 
crisis, while the Prime Minister 
was returning to London after signing 
the Munich Agreement, the BBC gave 

a broadcast which was of a purely re- 

cruiting nature. 

In view of the critical circumstances of 
the previous few days, listeners no doubt 
assumed that the bias was justified. 

In actual fact this recruiting appeal must 
have been arranged long before the crisis. 
The broadcast was designed to paint an 
attractive picture of life in the Royal Air 
Force, and it is significant that a nation- 
wide appeal for 31,000 recruits for the RAF 
during this financial year was launched 
toward the end of June. 

Behind the recent tension there has taken 
place a new and significant development 
in BBC policy, and this powerful insti- 
tution is now virtually part of the military 
machine. It is significant of the change in 
public sentiment that the BBC can join 
the recruiting drive, not under government 
orders, but by its own free choice. 

It is laid down in the BBC Charter that 
it shall, whenever requested, broadcast any. 


announcement or other matter which any 
government department may require to be 
broadcast. But it is important to note that 
when broadcasting such matter the BBC 
has the right “at its discretion” to announce 
that such matter “is sent at the request 
of a named department.” 


WHAT LISTENERS 
CAN DO 

The BBC is very sensitive to minority 
opinion in the community, and its new 
departure seems to be based upon the 
assumption that there is no minority feel- 
ing against rearmament. It requires to be 
enlightened to the true position. and this 
can be done by listeners themselves. 

Those opposed to the use of broadcasting 
either for “free” recruiting propaganda, 
or under government orders without the 
fact being made clear, should write 
immediately to the BBC and make their 
attitude clear. 

This is something that can be done by 
everyone, whatever his views about re- 
armament, who realizes the grave danger 
in allowing the BBC to become an appara- 
tus for purveying government propaganda. 


—_ 
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PEACE NEWS 


Can We Repair the Damage of 20 Years Ago? 
THE FOURTEEN POINTS: A 


RECORD OF 


BETRAYAL 


Task for New Peace Conference 
By BEN GREENE 


ENTY years ago a distraught and war 

weary world, divided by hate and mass 
slaughter, saw a basis of reconciliation and 
peace in the utterances and messages of 
the President of the United States of 
Amercia, Woodrow Wilson. 


Saturated with a war propaganda of 
hate, the world heard in his clear declara- 
tion of principles a moral foundation upon 
which the peace of the world could be 
erected for all time. 


These principles were crystallized into 
what became known as the Fourteen 
Points, enunciated by the President on 
January 8, 1918, as the essential bases of 
peace. These Points were accepted by all 
beligerents. The peace was signed. 

Why is it then that now we have again an 
insistent reference to the Fourteen Points? 
How comes it that Hitler, in his corre- 


must be based upon the essential justice of that 
particular case and upon such adjustments as 
are most likely to bring a peace that will be 
permanent. 


2. That peoples and provinces are not to be 
bartered about from sovereignty to sovereignty 
as if they were chattels or pawns in a game, 
even the great game, now for ever discredited 
of the balance of power ; but that 


3. Every territorial settlement involved in 
this war must be made in the interest and for 
the benefit of the populations concerned and 
not as a part of any mere adjustment or com- 
promise of claims amongst rival States. 


4, That all well-defined national aspirations 
shall be accorded the utmost satisfaction that 
can be accorded them without introducing new 
or perpetuating old elements of discord and 
antagonism that would be likely in time to 
break the peace of Europe and consequently 
of the world. 


Or take the following from the Five 
Particulars of September 27, 1918, which 
Germany specifically accepted as part of 


spondence at Godesberg. virtually threat-|the Fourteen Points:— 


ened the British Prime Minister with war, 
based upon these Points which were to 
have ended war for all time ? 


War, as we know, was not banished for 
ever. The Peace Treaties solved nothing 
but perpetuated and even intensified the 
causes of human conflict. We have today 
a resurgent Germany, armed, strong, reso- 
lute, making demands upon a fearful and 
unwilling world. 

But the Peace’ Treaties, despite their 


fierce and vengeful impositions, do not in 
themselves account for this hard and de- 


‘termined spirit of the new Germany. 


Germany had no illusions as to what a 
lost war would cost her. Had she not her- 
self imposed onerous and humiliating con- 
ditions upon France, half a century before? 
Had she not a few months previously 
imposed equally humiliating terms upon 
Russia ? 

In November, 1918, she knew she had 
lost the War and the absence of mercy 
since is not her complaint. What has eaten 
into her soul is her sense of betrayal. The 
Fourteen Points of President Wilson are 
the historical symbol of that betrayal. 


The recital of the Points has little mean- 


‘ ing and significance now. Despite the part 


they have played in building up resurgent 
Germany, it is doubtful if any German can 
recall what they contained. In fact it is 
not even true to speak of Fourteen Points. 


Their emendation in the Four Principles 
in February. 1918: the Four Ends, in July, 
1918. and the Five Particulars, in Sep- 
tember. 1918, are of greater significance 
than the original Fourteen Points them- 
selves. It is not so much what they 
contained but rather what they implied 
which gave these utterances of President 
Wilson their great contemporary signi- 
ficance. 


IMPLICATION 


The implication of the Points can best 
be obtained from the declarations of the 
man who propounded them. Take, for 


“example, the following from President 


Wilson’s speech on “Peace without 
Victory,” made just before America entered 


the War. He said:— 


The statesmen of both the groups of nations 
now arrayed against one another have said, 
in terms that could not be misinterpreted, that 
it was no part of the purpose they had ‘in mind 
to crush their antagonists. They imply first 
of all that it must be a peace without victory. 

I am seeking to face realities and to face 
them without soft concealments. Victory would 
mean peace forced upon the loser, a victor’s 
terms imposed upon the vanquished. It would 
be accepted in humiliation under duress at an 
intolerable sacrifice and would leave a sting, 
a resentment, a bitter memory, upon which the 
terms of peace would rest, not permanently but 
only as upon a quicksand. Only peace between 
equals can last. 


Take the following from the Four 


: Principles, which must be accounted as 
- part*of the Fourteen Points :— 


1. That each part of the final settlement 
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OVER 150 PERFORHANCES 


1. The impartial justice meted out must 
involve no discrimination between those to 
whom we wish to be just and those to whom 
we do not wish to be just. It must be a justice 
that plays no favourites and knows no stan- 
dards but the equal rights of the several peoples 
concerned. 


2 No special or separate interest of any 
single nation or group of nations can be made 
the basis of any part of the settlement which is 
not consistent with the common interest of all. 


3. There can be no leagues or alliances or 
special covenants and understandings within 
the general and common family of the League 
of Nations. 


4. And more especially there can be no 
special selfish economic combinations within 
the League... 


5. All international agreements and treaties 
of every kind must be made known in their 
entirety to the rest of the world. Special 
alliances, and economic rivalries and hostilities 
have been the prolific source in the modern 
world of the plans and passions that produce 
war. It would be an insincere as well as an 
insecure peace that did not exclude them in 
definite and binding terms. 

And when the treaty was drawn vp, 
what became of these principles of peace 
known as the Fourteen Points? Nothing; 
literally nothing. 


GERMANY DISARMED 


As a token of a sincere acceptance of the 
Fourteen Points, Germany agreed to total 
and complete disarmament under the 
terms of the Armistice. Her military 
strength was reduced to nil and her civic 
resistance was completely destroyed by the 
continuance of the cruel blockade which 
tortured and starved her famished people. 
She was presented with the terms of 
peace as an ultimatum but which she re- 
pudiated as totally inconsistent with the 
conditions under which she Jaid down her 
arms. 


But she was caught in a trap, she had 
no choice. Yielding to overwhelming 
force, the German Republic accepted the 
peace conditions. Not only from Germany 
but from every corner of the civilized 
world a cry of anguish went up at the 
duplicity and double dealing of the victori- 
ous statesmen. 


It was described even then as one of the 
greatest betrayals of history. 


The dictated peace was bad enough. What 
followed was worse. Every principle which the 
Fourteen Points had laid down as essential to 
permanent peace was contradicted in subsequent 
years. 


French military and British naval exigences 
were the only considerations that carried weight. 
Even the League of Nations was made to conform 
to the demands of power politics which aimed at 
Germany as the victim. Even plebiscites held in 
conformity with the principle of self-determina- 
tion were so abused as to benefit the allies of 
France. 

Even an invasion of Germany—an act of war, 
as the British Government described it—was 
countenanced and accompanied by acts of 
barbarous cruelty against which Germany had 
no means of defence. 


RESTITUTION NEEDED 


The terrible damage of the material 
clauses of the Peace Treaties has now been 
recognized by a suffering world. 

There is in fact now little left of the Peace 
Treaties which can be corrected, with the possible 
exception of the colonies, where the problem is 
not one of restoration, but the universal ending 
of imperialist claims. 


But, the spiritual damage of the Peace Treaties 


| remains. It is this damage which all but OT 


the moral fabric of our age. i 


Can we repair the moral damage done A neate 
years ago? Nazi Germany is the product of that 
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SECOND THOUGHTS 


Our Lobby Correspondent Sums Up 
the Crisis Debate 


Hk Hansard reports of the 

debate on the Munich settle- 

ment, it is said, count among 
the “ best sellers.” 


We may hope. therefore, for a very con- 
siderable strenthening of our pacifist case. 
Speech after speech, in-every quarter of the 
Hous2, with the exception of one or two 
like Duff Cooper’s and Churchill’s, em- 
phasized the uselessness of seeking a way 
out of the European troubles by war. 


Someone suggested that appropriate 
extracts from the debates might be printed 
as a leaflet for the PPU. The only objection 
to this is that the leaflet might grow into 
a lengthy pamphlet. 


Mr. Attlee was particularly striking. He 
is ctill gingerly feeling his way through the 
wreckage of his Party’s policy on “ Collec- 
tive Security ” and pretending, of course, 
that it isn’t wreckage. 


But it was the splendid confession when 
Mr. Attlee said: 

Minority grievances are net cured by one 
exercise of force which called out another 
exercise of force. It is a question of what are 
we prepared to give to the world in order to 
get rid of the dangers of force. 

Is the demand for colonies to be dealt with 
or are we going to wait until we are faced 
with an ultimatum about them? 

George Lansbury could not have done 
better. 


It was not all as good as the foregoing. 
There was a good deal of unreality, too, in 
the speeches. 


On the Thursday, when the debate was 
concluded, members had had time to re- 
cover from their fright. Thus, while they 
had been glad enough on the fateful day 
when Mr. Chamberlain last visited Hitler 
for him to get any sort of settlement which 
would save us from falling over the brink 
into hell’s cauldron, there were in the sub- 
sequent week many wonderful suggestions 


(continued from col. 2) 


damage. Is any form of cooperation now im- 
possible with a Germany which has iron in her 
soul ? 


The answer lies as to whether or not we, on 
our side, are prepared to make atonement for 
our sins when we rejected the Fourteen Points 
as a basis of peace. If we are prepared to make 
that atonement, all things are possible. 


Nazi Germany has learnt one lesson from us. 
High sounding and unctuous promises mean 
nothing. Only force, brutal and overwhelming, 
matters. The Fourteen Points are the burning 
symbol of that lesson. 


In his rise to power and influence, Hitler never 
once allowed the German people to forget the 
experience of the Fourteen Points. The one con- 
stant thread of his career from the beer-hall 
rebellion in Munich in 1923 to the peace con- 
ference at the Fihrerhalle in the same city in 
1938 is the betrayal symbolized by the Fourteen 
Points. 


We are now at a point where the accusing 
shadow of betrayal can be lifted. We know 
the world wants peace. We can now have a 
peace conference “as between equals.” ‘The 
Fourteen Points are a possible basis for such 
a conference. They represent principles of 
permanent application which every country 
has accepted, and they can now be applied 
as we had hoped and prayed that they would 
be applied twenty years ago. 


NO RESERVATIONS 


There must, however, be no reservations. 
They must be applied in their entirety. 


Where Point 1 speaks of “open covenants of 
peace openly arrived at,” it must mean the end 
of power politics and power groupings. 


Where Point 3 speaks of the removal of 
economic barriers and the establishment of 
equality of trade conditions it must mean the 
abolition of the Ottawa imperialism. 


Where Point 4 speaks of adequate guarantees 
given and taken that national armaments are to 
be reduced to the lowest point, it must mean a 
real world disarmament. 


Where Point 5 speaks of the impartial adjust- 
ment of all colonial claims on the principle that 
the interests of the population concerned must 
have equal consideration, it must mark the end 
of imperialist exploitation. 

The betrayal of Versailles was not a betrayal 
of the German people only. It was a betrayal of 
the humble millions who suffered and died in that 
war in the belief that it would result in a new 
world system of right and justice. 


The Fourteen Points embodied that belief in 
practical form. They have a sanctity for us as 
great as for the German people. 


A world conference now on the basis of the 
Fourteen Points of Woodrow Wilson will result 
in a restoration in the moral fabric of our genera- 
tion and thus make possible that peace in which 
alone civilization can prosper, in which poverty 
and human injustice can be swept off the face of 


: the earth, oo 


1 There ; is nothing to. stop us from doing now 
what we should have done in 1918. For this we 
can count on the cooperation of all countries and 


_all peoples, 


about what ought to have been done. 


Job for League? 


HE most ludicrous assertion perhaps 
came from Mr. Noel Baker. He said 
that if the Government had asked the 
League six months ago to intervene in the 
Czech dispute, there would have been 
justice for the Sudetens and peace for the 
world. 

Everyone knows that the cause of the 
Sudetens had become Hitler’s cause much 
more than six months ago. Everyone knows 
what sort of a red raz to a bull the League 
has become to Hitler. Even Mr. Noel 
Baker himself has not recently suggested 
many other uses for the League than to 
intimidate Hitler and Mussolini into the 
paths of rectitude or to punish them when 
they strayed therefrom. 

The League has been made into a hateful 
searecrow, especially in the eyes of Hitler, by 
the wrappings of “collective security’ which 
enthusiasts like Mr. Noel Baker have wound 
round it. It’s a good job Mr. Chamberlain found 
no place in the aeroplane to Munich for this 
scarecrow. Had he taken it with him, the peace 
of the world promised by Mr. Baker would even 
now have dissolved in universal carnage. 

Mr. Baker went on to say that Munich had 
been a triumph for the sword (opposition cheers) 
because it stopped us from taking part in any 
collective action against aggression. What, of 
course, he really meant was that it was a 
triumph by the sword because it stopped us 
from seeking a triumph by the sword. 

Mr. Baker was a little more coherent when he 
came to refer to the phrase in the Amendment 
of the Opposition, demanding a world conference. 

He suggested that this would bring together 
a powerful group. [I hope this meant something 
more than Mr. Baker's faith in the so-called 
democratic block] desirous of carrying out 
economic reconstruction for which plans were 
ready at Geneva. I can only add that, if there 
are such plans for the general healing of all the 
nations, Parliament has hitherto heard singularly 
little about them from this self-styled Geneva 
expert. 


..L.P. & Maxton 


H NOTED last week the very remarkable 

and forthright anti-war speech by Mr. 
James Maxton, the leader of the JLP. Mr. 
McGovern’s contribution on the next day, 
was no less remarkable, and seemed toa put 
the ILP back to days when, under Keir 
Hardie, it went forth with might and main 
to oppose the last war. 


Unfortunately the Consultative Com- 
mittee of the ILP has called the leaders 
of the party over the coals for their 
utterances. The Committee thought there 
ought to be no commendaticns for Mr. 
Chamberlain. What an inferiority com- 
plex! Why must we boldly oppose the 
wrongs done by our opponents and. yet 
fear to admit when they do right? 


There was an interesting point in Mr. 
McGovern’s speech that provides evidence 
in support of a more recent statement by 
Earl Winterton about Russia’s unreadiness 
to go to war. Mr. McGovern said he had 
told Dr. Krofta, a Czech Cabinet Minister, 
that Russia would not march to the aid of 
Prague. ‘“ Better ride,” he said, “on the 
tail of a lion than on the head of a fox.” 

The loud Jaughter which greeted this in the 
House was some indication of a general distrust 
in Russia’s professions of armed assistance. Her 
half-million troops on the Manchukuoan fron- 
tier, even if they kept immobile an equal 
number of Japanese, have not saved a million 
Chinese from slaughter and forty million from 
desolation and homelessness. Moreover the 
execution of Russian commanders for treachery. 
was no recommendation of the army’s power. 

We take of course fittle interest in these 
views about the military strength of Russia. 

But it will not be without its educational value 

for the politicians of the Left that they should 

learn that there is about as much ground for 
reliance on Red Armies as on Herbert 

Morrison’s gas-masks, trenches and fire engines 

and the Government’s balloon “ baloney.” 


Yet More Arms! 


HE closing speech of the Prime 
Minister, counted by old Parliamen- 
tarians as one of his best, was really a 
plunge from the sublime to the ridiculous, 
Starting on the note that without relying 
on our arms he had “snatched the nation 
back to safety,” he ended with the plea 
that in arms we must now be ‘stronger 
still. Surely a tawdry end to a sermon 
the text of which was: “We have won 
peace for our time”! 

The pacifists voted neither for the Government 
nor for the Labour amendment. They approved 
Chamberlain’s courage but not the Government’s 
policy. 

They were wholeheartedly with the Labour 
demand for a world conference but not for col« 
lective security. 


Mr. T. E. Harvey, however, thought’ he oughf, 
to vote with the Governnient: and Mrs. Hardie 


‘voted with the Opposition. ‘The. ILP| refrained, 


like the’ pacifists. 


JAMES H. HUDSON. 
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From Abroad 


MUNICH SETTLEMENT 


Czechoslovakia 


SACRIFICES HAVE NOT ENDED 
THE CRISIS 


Only Way They 


Can Be Justified 


From SYLVA STAHLOVA 


PRAGUE. 
HE whole world has gone 


through a crisis and was on) 
the verge of war.. Today one) 


may say the war is averted, but the 
crisis lasts. 

The nation that I belong to has at 
present paid the price. But I don't wish 
to write from a nationalistic point of 
view; I would like to introduce some prob- 
lems which I ask readers to consider and 
judge for themselves. 

The Czech nation played its part in 
history as much as five centuries ago— 
placing itself in opposition to the Roman 
Church, and above all, against the form of 
Christianity that was then represented by 
that institution. 

IDEALS 

John Hus died for the sake of truth; 
many of his followers had to suffer heavy 
persecution and to leave their country. 
Still, they did not surrender to oppression. 
And this nation, throughout its history, 
has had leaders whose supreme ideal was 
truth and justice. 

One of them was the founder of the 
Czechoslovak Republic, President Masaryk. 
His whole life was filled with the defence 
of truth and right for individuals, societies, 
and nations. The new State, that came 
out of the Great War, had many tasks to 
work out. 

There have, of course, been many 
failures during the short time of indepen- 
dence—but it seems to me that twenty 
years is not long enough to make an ulti- 
mate judgment. Some States have existed 
for centuries but still fail quite often. 

But one thing is certain: that the Czech 
nation has accepted its historical inherit- 
ance from John Eus, and recently from 
Masaryk, and decided to stand firmly for 
the truth. The best testimony for that, I 
think, is the fact that this small State was 
able to maintain a real democracy even 
when surrounded by dictatorship and 
attacked by hostile ideology from inside. 

It is necessary to remember all this if 
one wants to see recent events in their 
right light. 

MINORITIES 

The State included a number of 
minorities of which the German one was 
the largest. There was no national hatred 
among the folk—I myself spent nine 
months last year in the areas with a 
German majority and found that people 
of both nations did not until recently 
know that national or racial differences 
existed between themselves. 

Czechs and Germans have been living 
together for many years as good neigh- 
bours, sharing their joys and troubles. 
As a Czech, I met nothing but friendli- 
ness from all German working-class 
people. 

Now one part of the German population 
was seduced to revolt; I say seduced be- 
cause the majority of German inhabitants 
were terrified when their own people used 
violence to get the rights which the 
government was willing to grant them in 
a peaceful way. 

Suddenly the quiet picture changed: 
some of the Germans under a wrong 
leadership took arms and stained their 
hands with human blood, while many, 
many others had to flee in horror of the 
hatred that was artificially spread over 


jwhole districts. _ Germans themselves 
|kegan to fear their brothers and had to 
|seek refuge with the Czechs.’ 

This was not a political complication 
any more, it was a human concern, and it 
was necessary to help with all our strength. 
| INJUSTICE 

Obviously these events were abused in 
favour of certain political views, and made 
an excuse for the European crisis. 

I am glad to say that from the Czech 
broadcasts and Czech newspapéets we got 
to know only true reports on what had 
happened. The whole population could 
and did rely upon the government, in the 


faith that those leaders would not fail in 
the right and just settlement of the hard 
problem. 

It seemed very inadequate to defend 
oneself by pure truth against immense lies 
that threatened not only the world’s 
opinion but even internal order. 

But the government was not allowed to 
decide what it thought to be right, it 
was decided without it. The despera- 
tion and feeling of injustice was immense. 
We saw men and women crying in the 
streets, and the pain was spontaneous in 
all classes. 

But I don’t wish to talk about this—the 
question is: was this a pacifist solution, and 
was world peace really saved? 
SACRIFICE 

The first question is of great importance. 
Pacifism generally means the denial of war 
and violence, as they cause material and 
moral suffering of multitudes. 

But we must not forget that at present, 
in the time of peace, such means are used 
which not only physically kill human 
beings, but also kill the souls of thousands 
of men and women, taking the eternal 
values of freedom, truth, and love from 
them, and filling them with hatred, lies, 
and hypocrisy. 

I give the example of my country to 
show what damage the enforced sacrifice 
means for the nation. 

The failure of foreign policy and treaties was 
a terrible disappointment for all the people. 
Their trust was betrayed; and suddenly all their 
sense of values was turned upside down. 

The seed of mistrust has been sown—and there 
are many enemies waiting to abuse the hurt 
feelings of this folk. The economical difficulties, 
unemployment, and the thousands of refugees, 
all resulting from the terrible concessions, will 
help them in their work. 

PEACE ABUSED 

Still, I have no doubt that the sacrifice 
made by Czechoslovakia will be small 
compared with what the world was saved 
from. 

But in that case there should have been 
expressed and realized the demand for imme- 
diate and complete disarmament in all 
countries. 

Why was the destruction of the fortifications 
at the former Czech frontier not allowed? How 
can we believe in eternal peace with armed 
forces? 

In such circumstances, can we still rejoice that 
peace was saved? Is not rather the desire of 
nations for peace abused for selfish interests? 
To the horrible sacrifice of 10.000,000 young men 
killed in the Great War are added new sacrifices 
—for which all the European States are to blame 
-~in Abyssinia, in Spain, in China, and lately in 
Central Europe. 

These sacrifices may be compensated only by 
the progress of humanity; instead of this we see 
growing nationalism and social injustice by 
which the barriers between nations and peoples 
are raised ever higher. The European crisis still 
exists. And we, who want the real peace—and 
we are the majority of mankind—ask for such a 


solution which would bring justice, truth, and . 


trust in Europe once again. 


France 


THE BRIGHTER SIDE 


Although it has not given up its attach- 
ment to the League of Nations or to collec- 
tive security, the French National Peace 
Council has found in the Munich settle 
ment grounds for more optimism than has 
been shown by organizations in Britain 
which advocate collective security. 

A statement published by the council 
last week pointed out that: 

There is no such thing as an inevitable war; 

Collaboration can be established between 
the peoples, despite their differences and the 
antagonism of their political regimes; 

Totalitarian States, as well as democracies, 
adopt the principle of the peoples’ right to 
self-determinatiom—a democratic and liberal 
solution of all territorial conflicts; 

Hitler has again confirmed Germany’s re- 
nunciation of Alsace-Lorraine and that, since 
the settlement by plebiscite of the Saar prob- 


lem, no European territorial problem separates 
Germany and France; 


Direct conversations between heads of 
States resulted in an immediate entente, con- 
stituting a precedent of inestimable value; 

No peace is just and equitable except a 


War; 


After this evidence war must henceforth be 
considered intolerable by the peoples; 

The council added that the Munich agree- 
ment ought to lead to Franco-German 
rapprochement and settlement of other 
European questions, notably the war in 
Spain (t.e., the reorganization of Europe by 
a general peace conference, leading to the 
constitution of a federal union of Europe, 
or a United States of Europe and of the 
world). 


peace made “ before the war ”—that is, without | 


Norway 


“Defeat of 
War Mentality” 


Acclaimed 


EIVIND ERICHISEN 
OSLO. 
BDELIEF and joy were the reactions of 
iN most people in Norway when the 
news of the Munich agreement was known ! 
early Friday morning (September 30). 

But everybody did not feel the same. 
way. The Arbeiderbladet, the chief organ | 
of the Labour Party, rather felt that this 
was not the end of the German expansion 
toward the south-east, and that new 
troubles might soon arise. 

Although the paper felt great relief, it 
was rather shocked by the fact that the 
country which was called upon to make 
the sacrifices was not represented in 
Munich, especially in view of the fact 
that it was a small democratic country. 


From 


| 


Our Prime Minister, Johan Nygaards- | 
vold (Labour Party), stated in an inter- 
view with the Aftenposten (a Conservative 
paper): 

I believe that, not only those countries 
which would be directly involved in the war, 
but also the neutral countries today feel a 
relief. I appreciate the contribution made for 
the preservation of peace. But I will add that 
I believe that people in all lands backed the 
demand that war had to be avoided. 

This reluctance to war and longing for peace 
has surely also played a part toward the 
result achieved. It has often been said that it 
might look as if the world has learned nothing 
from the misery of the world war. After 
what has happened. I am inclined to believe 
that this lesson has not been completely for- 
gotten. It has meant that we realize today 
that in the future it will not be easy to set 
the world on fire. 

WAVE OF HAPPINESS 

One of the chief Conservatives, Baeroe, 
stated (also in the Aftenposten): 

Surely a wave of happiness and gratitude 
has swept over our people today. Happiness 
because a European war has been prevented. 
Gratitude toward the men who prevented it. 

It is difficult today to say whether the 
sacrifice Czechoslovakia has made is too great, 
because nobody knows in advance what a 
great war will take or give. But we all feel 
that the conferences in Munich have defeated 
the war mentality in an over-armed Europe. 
For this the sacrifice has scarcely been too 
great. 

Chamberlain has gained great popularity 
in large circles in Norway on account of 
his energetic efforts for peace. This 
popularity reached its climax when three 
thousand people signed a message of grati- 
tude to Chamberlain the very same day 
the news from Munich arrived. 


NOBEL PEACE PRIZE 

Many people in Norway, as abroad, have 
expressed the opinion that Chamberlain 
deserves the Nobel Peace Prize. 

However, when we consider how the 
Czech people feel, it seems unreasonable 
that Chamberlain should get the prize. 
We must remember that the Czech people, 
and their leaders, during the whole crisis 
have shown a strong will for cooperation. 
They made the sacrifices—they paid for 
the peace. 

Most people have shown their gratitude 
toward the men who made the agreement, 
but many have keen inclined to forget that 
peace only could be preserved if Czecho- 
slovakia accepted it. 

This is an important fact which must not 
be forgotten. The least we can do is to 


SENT BY A READER 


"Modern war is a method which cannot 

distinguish between the innocent and the 

guilty," writes Mr. Den Leaney, who sends 

us this picture; "who could bomb this little 
German girl?" 


WAR THROUGH 
JAPANESE 
EYES 


The war atmosphere reigns in Japan and every- 
one is feeling the strain. On the other hand, 
there are some who, hating military service, 
desert, and are shot by the police. 


THs is an extract from a letter written 

by his father to a Japanese soldier, a 
translation of which we have just received. 
The letter also declares:— 

The papers say that it is already bitterly 
cold in Manchuria and North China, so I fear 
that you, out at the Front, must be suffering. 

Many retired soldiers have been called up 
on account of the war and now we are having 
the third mobilization. Keiciro of Izuzaki and 
Nagai the carpenter have gone already... 

Soon after you went even our horse was 
taken “for the service of the State ”"—as they 
say. This will make it difficult for the 
harvest How hard it is for the poor. They 
have taken my only son—and my only horse. 

True, there were victories when war first 
broke out, but even so the cost is incalculable 
-—the dreadful number of dead. The papers 
say that the industrialists and capitalists are 
rapidly extending their enterprises in North 
China; this shows for whom the war is being 
waged. 

You will say I ought not to talk like this, 
but I cannot imitate those hypocritical fathers 
who seem to send their sons quite cheerfully 
to hell. However, nothing matters so long as 
you return all right. Look after yourself in 
the bad weather. 


GANDHI TO REVISIT 
“FRONTIER 
On Wednesday of last week Mr. Gandhi 


show how we appreciate Czechoslovakia's | left Delhi on a second visit to the North- 


will for peace and how thankful we are. 


West Frontier. 


WHAT, HO! CHAMBERLAIN! 


Now that everyone is quoting Shakespeare it becomes a duty to claim 


some words of the Immortal Bard in our own behalf. 


St. Pancras Building Society? 


wished. 


find it safe when you have need of it. 
there be a clearer admonition to invest 


lf the nettle and 


the flower may serve a Premier (presciently named by Shakespeare in 
the play he cited, as our caption shows) may not we proudly repeat ; 
Fast bind, fast find ; 
A proverb never stale in thrifty mind. ; 
Or, in prosaic fashion: put your money where it is safe, and you will 


Could 


in 


Easy withdrawals ; an attractive rate of interest 
(four per cent. per annum); no tax to pay on 
the yield—truly a consummation devoutly to be 


A postcard to the Secretary will bring you the 


Society's ' Guide for Investors." 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


(Managing Director 1 E. W. BALES) 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, 


PARK STREET, N.W.I 


— 


a 


SWEDISH 
DEMOCRACY 


Wemocratic Sweden: A_ survey of the 
Swedish Political and Economic System. 
Edited by Margaret Cole and Charles 
Smith. Routledge. 12s. 6d. 

GWEDEN is perhaps the happiest modern 

instance of a flourishing democracy. 

This is a phenomenon worth observing 

elosely at a time when democratic insti- 

tutions in many countries are being over- 
thrown and regarded as ineffectual and 
obsolete. 

The publication of this volume is, there- 
fore, both timely and of extraordinary 
interest. The sub-title indicates the scope 
of the survey: you will not find here any 
mention of the notable developments in art 
and literature—particularly in poetry and 
architecture—which are among the most 
significant flowerings from the conditions 
here described. 

But within the limits set the survey is 
remarkably complete. It is a compilation 
by members of the New Fabian Research 
Bureau, derived from personal contacts 
made in Sweden during a visit to the 
country in the summer of 1937; and from 
individual research. 

The contributions, being by various hands, 
are not all of equal merit. Personally, I 
found the latter part of the book dealing 
with education and the social services of 
by far the most absorbing interest. Possibly 
because it is the most human. 

The hero of one of the earlier chapters, 
for instance, is a thing called a consuming 
unit, which eats as much as an ordinary 
man and presumably, also, has no more wit 
than a christian or an ordinary man. 

There is an excellent chapter on inter- 
national relations. The economic section 
contains innumerable facts and figures nct 
hitherto available to the English reader 
and from which he can make his own 
deductions. 

Many comparisons are made with corre- 
sponding conditions in England. We have 
had many books on Sweden describing, in 
lyrical terms, its scenic beauties and the 
wonderland of illimitable forests, of lakes 
and mountains; and more recently as the 
country for winter sports. 

This is a book with a difference. The 
forests are not overlooked by any means, 
but are mentioned in connexion with such 
facts as that over half the country is given 
over to forest-land, the forestry industries 
constituting a principal source of wealth 


to the country. 
BOOK 


PEACE cts 


Brings you the best in PEACE LITERATURE for 2/6 
a month. Write for particulars and a free copy of 
PEACE BOOK NEWS fo the Secretary :— 

PEACE BOOK CLUB, 5, Goodwin's Court, 
St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C.2 


Quotation from... 


Those Strange Years 
(by Theodora Wilson-Wilson) 


Clement, August and Nancy sat long over 
the fire that summer night. 

“A very difficult stock-taking, father," said 
August, as he let fall the particulars of the 
Versailles Treaty. 

" owish | thought it difficult,” replied his 
father, “It is fundamental that what we sow 
we reap.” 

“Or others reap!" suggested Nancy. “To 
me it ‘all feels like such a hideous betrayal ! 
In spite of everything, | had hoped and hoped 
that something good would come out of it!" 

“Thera was only one possible chance,” said 
Clement, “and they have let it slip. Total 
disarmament of all nations . . . But no nation 
dared it. No Church has preached it, and so 
this so-called ‘last war’ is not even a past 
dream. It has become a living, growing night- 
mare, which will haunt us until we wake to find 
ourselves pleading with forgetful hearts and 
passionate urgency for ‘just one more last and 
tighteous war'!" 

Nancy put out her hand towards August. 

"It is going fo be a great fight!" she said. 

“For the children,” added Clement. 


Read the book — Give it away 
Mr. GEORGE LANSBURY WRITES: 


"She has written a book which shows 
clearly the mental, moral and material 
strugg'es through which masses of young 
people passed." 
Price 2/6 of any bookseller. 
(Daniel & Co) 


PEACE 


NEWS 


NEW BOOKS 


The abundant water supplies have long 
been used for power purposes and in recent 
years increasingly for the generation of 
hydro-electric power. 

The comparatively late industrialization, 
the virtual absence of coal and the abun- 
dance of electricity, have enabled industries 
to spread widely instead of being concen- 
trated in a few areas. 

Sweden has thus escaped all the worst 
effects of industrial development. One re- 
sult is that two-thirds of the population still 
live in essentially rural districts. 

Holidays with pay are now universal, and 
recent legislation has done much to improve 
social conditions generally. The Social 
Democratic Government, which has been in 
power since 1932, is quite evidently equal 
to all occasions awd its prestige is undimin- 
ished after six years of office. 

For the full story read this book, which 
has an adequate index and concludes each 
chapter with a list of sources from which 
all the information contained in it has been 
gleaned. This makes it a valuable rcfer- 
ence book for the student and completes a 
volume which can be recommended to all 
thinking citizens especially those who 
happen to have a taste for statistics. 

H. K. B. 


DAWN OF COMMUNISM 
The Communist International. By F. 
Borkenau. Faber and Faber. 12s. 6d. 
The third international was formed by 
Lenin in order to direct the course of the 
world revolution which he, and his fellow 
Marxists, believed to be imminent at the 
end of the World War: and Dr. Borkenau’s 
lengthy book is a concise and impartial 
account of its pitiful twisting and turn- 
ings in attempting to precipitate that 

revolution. 

The author distinguishes three main 
periods inits history: the first during 
which it is the instrument for the bring- 
ing about of revolution; the second in 
which it is an instrument in the struggles 
between Stalin, and the factions in Russia 
which opposed him; and thirdly the period 
since 1934 in which it has mainly served 
the ends of Russian foreign policy by 
strengthening the ties between Russia and 
the democratic countries. 

The characteristics of each of the periods 
are the same; we see startling changes of 
policy brought about in very short periods, 
and we also see the accompanying heresy 
hunts and purges of the traitors who can- 
not change their ideas as quickly as the 
Comintern changes its policy. 

The explanation of these changes, 
alternately from rejection of democracy 
and cooperation with democratic bodies 
like the trades unions, to active prosecu- 
tion of a united front policy and back 
again, is simple, says Dr. Borkenau. 

The story of the Comintern is one of 
defeat all along the line, in Europe, in the 

ear East, in the Far East; the reason 
for defeat lies in their fundamental belief 
that the proletariat is revolutionary. 

Since they would not give up that belief, 
they were forced to the conclusion that 
the tactics used had been wrong; hence 
the swing from one extreme to the other. 

If this book is as widely read as it 
deserves, it should have two good effects. 
The author has succeeded in a masterly 
way in laying bare the history of the 
Comintern, and in doing so he has demon- 
strated the part played by it in strengthen- 
ing the forces of fascism in Europe. 

Too much emphasis has been placed on 
the part played by the Versailles Treaty 
in the rise of Hitler in Germany, and not 
enough has been placed on the responsi- 
bility of the communist for that calamity. 

Dr. Borkenau’s work will correct that 
over-emphasis; and it will also help to 
disabuse many supporters of the Russian 
régime of the belief that the 1917 revolu- 
tion, and its results, justify the use of 
violent methods. And that surely is suffi- 
cient recommendation. 

The addition of maps, especially of 
China, would have been a great advantage. 

WEE BAIRN 


CENTRAL EUROPE 
“What Next in Central Europe?” By 

Victor Cornea. The Shakespeare Head 

Press. 2s. 

This book will be as disappointing to 
most pacifists as the usual dissertation on 
rcollective security. Mr. Cornea talks 
eternally of peace—but his vision of it is 
distinctly limited. 

Peace for him is the political status quo. 
Not a suggestion of rcal change, for “peace- 


ful change” he stigmatizes as “the re- 
crudescence of aggressive nationalism.” 
Were it not for a short passage on the 
advantages of economic collaboration one 
would regard it as a rather ordinary thesis 
on the fine art of maintaining peace by 
threatening war. 

The objections are ignored or treated 
with contempt. The Little Entente is 
apparently yet in its pristine glory, and 
no murmur of dissent is allowed to appear 
—the pro-fascist policy of M. Stoyodino- 
vitch is not even referred to. And the 
idea that a “peace bloc”—oh! sweet con- 
fusion of words—could possibly be an alh- 
ance giving rise to counter-alliance is dis- 
missed as “irrelevant.” 

Considering the many thinkers of dilfer- 
ing schools of thought who share this view, 
such a comment is to say the least naive. 

Nevertheless pacifists will do well to 
read this little book. We must not always 
view the world through our own eyes, and 
here, in handy form and wel) written, is 
a picture of the world seen through very 
different eyes. 

Let us, moreover, be sure that we our- 
selves have not also our blind spots, dis- 
missing with nervous haste inconvenient 
facts or arguments. Above all let us 
realize that Mr. Cornea has ably presented 
us with the outlook of many millions of 
men and women who dread war and who 
see it well-nigh on top of them, and who 
love liberty and feel it to be eluding their 
grasp. 

Ere we put him aside with the same 
assurance with which he dismisses us, let 
us be sure that we have our answer ready, 
if not for the sake of our own intellectual 
integrity at least for the sake of millions 
of eager men and women whose search 
for peace is no less sincere than our own. 

KARLIN CAPPER-JOHNSON 


WORLD NEED 
The Individual And World Need. Arnold. 

Cotswold Bruderhof Press. 3s. 

In the words of Mr. Middleton Murry, 
“This little book is a noble Christian utter- 
ance. It springs from a deep experience 
of this present age and reveals the reality 
of the eternal Christ through a vista of con- 
temporary suffering and perplexity.” 

Its aim, suggested by the title, is to indi- 
cate the relationship between the individual 
and the community. After showing that 
the individual is a living coherent organ- 
ism, there being a living mutual relation- 
ship between all the organs comprising his 
body, and between the cells which build up 
these organs, Dr. Arnold proceeds to sug- 
gest the way in which men have reached 
their state of egotism by citing some of the 
stages of development through which the 
child passes. 

After discussing the mental and spiritual 
reactions of men tormented by the problem 
of reconciling their “ego” to the community, 
he puts the situation in a particularly 
pregnant paragraph. 

The discord between what should be and 
what is, the cleft between man’s direct call and 
the inexorable fact of what he is today forced 
the question upon us again and again, where 
is the death wound of life, what hes poisoned 
life? Is there a poisonous root out of which 
all suffering has sprung? Is there a poisonous 
spring of misery from which the death wound 
of world need must bleed ceaselessly—unless 
it is healed? 

In introducing the key to the problem in 
the person of Christ, who, by suffering death 
in its deepest horrors, brought his work of 
union to perfection, the author paints a 
vivid picture of the misery, degradation, 
and poverty which exists throughout the 
world. “That once in history perfect love 
became deed, became man, means that 
community with this one, new, first member 
of mankind is the assurance of the life of 
unity that can and must become reality.” 

The fruits of such unity will be seen in an 
earth peopled by a unified humanity where 
there will be no single, detached, and 
isolated individual, because all men will 
live in harmonious, mutual relationship 
ruled by one spirit, by God himself. 


CAPITALISM EXPOSED 

Unholy Trinity. Gill and Teg. Dent, 2s. 

Unholy Trinity consists of eleven satirical 
essays on the principles of capitalist 
economy, each being accompanied by an 
appropriate illustration. The biblical style 
of writing is used, thus intensifying the 
satire by clothing naked truths with a 
veneer of the respectability which is an 
essential qualification for those aspiring to 
become captains of industry and high 
priests of finance. 

The book might well have been designed 
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to aid the capitalist in his meditations were 
it not for the fact that it will prove more 
difficult to twist than the historic stimulant 
ot mental contortions. But the cloak of 
respectability with which the author has 
draped the fundamental injustices of the 
existing economic system, has one redeem- 
ing feature. Above the clothed body the 
ugiy head of sickening truth protrudes in 
snarp relief. 

The unholy trinity of pcwer, respect- 
ability and money are seen for what they 
really are. The temple that enshrines that 
unquestionable truth that “riches are the 
reward of virtue, therefore the rich man is 
good” is desecrated. 

The spectacle of poverty in the midst of 
plenty is set against the display of safety 
measures and the increasing use of 
machinery, the outcome of the indus:- 
rialist’s love for his workers, for in giving 
them more enforced leisure requiring less 
mental capacity they have more time for 
cultural development. 

In conclusion the ever popular myths 
about war are exploded and the hypocrisy 
that nothing can happen to us because we 
are a good people is revealed as it is strip- 
ped of its savour of smug complacency. 


PAMPHLETS 


This Way Lies Peace. By G. Hartley and J. S, 
Rowntree. Northern Friends Peace Board. 2d. 
True to its sub-title, this excellent pamphlct 

is “An Outline of Practical Policy” which the 

authors believe could create the conditions under 
which peace would become inevitable. Believing 
that the sad state of affairs, which today exists 
in the realm of internationa} relationships, is the 
direct result of certain ascertainable causes, their 
policy is built o1 a thorough going analysis of the 

European situation since the Treaty of Versailles. 
“ Before a positive peace policy can be entered 

upon the-old site must be cleared of rubbish be- 

fore the building of peace can begin.” If only the 

Labour Party would realize the truth of such a 

statement. 

We are, therefore. given details of the steps 
which would have to be taken if lasting peace ts 
to be achieved. Attention is specially drawn to 
the Van Zeeiand Report. By means of the sug- 
gestions contained in this report moves toward 
economic appeasement and the improvement of 
trade relations could be made. 

An appeal for the stabilization of world cur- 
rencies is followed by the suggestion that one of 
the duties of a reformed League of Nations would 
be to appoint a commission for the purpose of 
considering the whole problem of wor!d produc- 
tion and distribution. 

After dealing with the problem of colonies and 
the control of civil aviation and strategic water- 
ways, the authors propose the establishment of 
a Peace Office with the purpose of making 
gestures of friendship and good will to every 
nation. 

It is hoped that this pamphlet will find its way 
into the hands of every pacifist. It is a compre- 
hensive outline of the first principles of pacifism 
and the discussion both at the beginning and end 
on the relationship between Versailles and the 
dictators should prove indispensable. 


Is <A Pacifist Political Party Necessary ? 

Christian Pacifist Party. Id. 

Appearing as it does when many of us have 
been given further cause for misgivings by the 
official Labour Party attitude toward the recent 
crisis, this pamphlet may prove to be significant 
in the history of the pacifist movement. 

Many of us are beginning to realize that we 
are wasting much energy in attempting to con- 
fine our new vision within the limits of the tenets 
of institutional religion. 

In stating this truth as it applies to the pacifist’s 
relationship to the Labour Party a pertinent 
question is asked : “How can we hope to make 
pacifism the dominant issue at elections if we 
are to be disunited and scattered among the 
various non-pacifist parties?” 

The policy of permeation from within is proved 
ineffective when the number of “converts” is 
compared with the amount of energy expended in 
“winning ’ them, Permeation from without, it 
is argued, is more effective, neither could it split 
the progressive vote when the so-called pro- 
gressive vote is reactionary. 

The considerations so ably dealt with in this 
pamphlet will do much to convince pacifists that 
political expression of their convictions is 
urgently needed. 


Speech on The Spanish War. Don Manuelazana. 

Many people must surely have been impressed 
when the Spanish Government recently announced 
its decision to press for the withdrawal of foreign 
volunteers now fighting on the Republican side 
in the Civil War. 

This policy is elaborated in this speech de- 
livered by the President of the Spanish Republic 
in the Barcelona City Hall on July 18. In it he 
declares that the policy of his Government 
throughout the conflict has been directed toward 
limiting the war by adopting precautionary 
measures which would prevent a general war 
arising out of the Spanish problem. 

After despatching the suggestion that it was 
his Government's desire to provoke a European 
conflagration he points out that it is the duty of 
the European powers to limit the war by refusing 
to send volunteers to Spain, for such action would 
mean extinguishing a conflict which was solely 
and inclusively maintained by the foreign 
invasion. 

Dealing with the question of the volunteers on 
the Republican side, he states that when they 
have gone great strides will have been taken 
toward peace. 

He then admits that “the Civil War has been 
exhausted in its fundamental causes because it 
has yielded exactly the opposite result to that 
which they intended to obtain from it,” and in 
conclusion appeals for the help of the Spanish 
people to create a new Spain, whose people have 
learnt the lesson of the present conflict and refuse 
to give way to feelings of hate and rancour. It 
is unfortunate that he does not make any definite 
proposals for the immediate cessation of 
hostilities. 

J. MANTLP 
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A Woman’s Poiat of View 


LONE ‘WOLVES 


HEN the recent crisis was at 

V \ its height I overheard a 

vigorous discussion on the 
reactions of pacifists. One of the 
speakers had roughness and the 
other had understanding. 

All day there had been a constant stream 
of people through the Peace Pledge Union's 
office; all of them with one question: 
What do you want me to do? 

There was everywhere a readiness to 
join in concerted action, but there was 
in everyone an anxiety to know what 
concerted action was proposed or was 
possible. 

The tough speaker was for telling them 
flatly that pacifists were lone wolves, that 
loneliness and individual action were the 
lot of pacifists, and that they should depart 
with this cold comfort. 

The other speaker pointed out that the 
urge to join an organization was this very 
fear of loneliness and that to thrust the 
questioners back to their starting point was 
both cruel and wrong. He argued that if 
this organization was nothing but a social 
club for conscientious objectors, then its 
members might be treated in this way, but 
since the organizers aimed at more than 
that, since its revolutionary purpose was 
pacifism, it should have something to offer 
those who had thrown in their lot with it. 

There was no sense, he argued, and he had 
my entire agreement, in urging people 
already at breaking point to stand firm. 
The more you stretch an elastic thread the 
more likely it is to snap. 

if, in moments of crisis, people have to 
give way a little, they should not be urged 
to attempt impossible heroism. It is likely 
to destroy their usefulness and a large 
measure of their sanity. And useful and 
sane pacifists are more worth having than 
persons strung up to an emotional pitch un- 
endurable for long. 


* 


“A young girl spoke to me,” he said. 

“She was in tears because she was 
afraid to go and get a gas mask because she 
was a pacifist. 

“ She expected me to treat this as though 
it were a major decision of principle. She 
asked me what I would do. 

“J told her what I would do was beside 
the point. I wouldn't bother about one 
myself, but that it was laughable to con- 


sider it a shameful retreat if one felt 

better with a gas mask. 

“T would feel worse with one, that was 
why I was'nt getting one. 

“She was particularly thankful gto have 
her confession treated with sympathy. 
Urging her to keep a stiff upper lip would 
have made her a useless bundle of nerves. 

“With her gas mask she had more or less 
her usual good sense and a whole lot more 
self-control. She was a useful worker then 
and not a hysterical handicap.” 


* 


LEFT them arguing. The tough speaker 

was unconvinced and drew a picture 

of lone wolves biting on bullets, waiting in 

their solitary lairs for conscription—a pic- 
ture that deserves a Low. MLS. 


Women’s Campaign 
& the Crisis 


HE present situation with its emotional 
atmosphere of overwhelming relief 
calls for a new approach in propaganda. 

I am convinced that this is not the 
moment to bring out the proposed ARP 
leaflet which has been compiled from the 
many suggestions sent to me. This does 
not indicate a change of conviction or prin- 
ciple, but a change of tactics. 

Our approach to those who do not agree 
with us must, if it is to be successful, be 
governed by events and their emotional re- 
percussions. We are not a voice in the 
wilderness chanting unchanging slogans. It 
would save a lot of thought if we were, but 
I believe hard thinking to be the best diet 
for pacifists. 

And I believe, too, that flexibility of mind 
is more worth while cultivating than 
rigidity of mind. Unassailable principles 
too often lead to this rigidity and we should 
recognize this clearly. 


* 


DURING my voyage to India I hope to 

carry on this feature as usual, but in 
my absence the practical details are in the 
hands of Thelma Niklaus, who will deal 
with all letters addressed to me. 

I know this will mean that there will be 
no delay in the active work that has to be 
done in England. I hope that the slightly 
cosmopolitan flavour of these columns in 
the next few weeks may provide some addi- 
tional interest for its readers. MLS. 


SOK ee 
WOMEN CALLING THE WORLD 


NO MORE WAR! 


"THESE words will appear on a 
banner at the head of a pro- 
cession which it is hoped to hold after 
2 pacifist celebration in Regent's Park, 

London, on Armistice Day. 

Arranged jointly by the Women’s Co- 
operative Guild and the Peace Pledge 
Union, the celebration will include peace 
music with singing; reading of the Guild 
Peace Pledge; and observation of the Two 
Minutes’ Silence. 

Immediately following this it is antici- 
pated there will be a procession from 
Regent’s Park to the Central Hall, West- 
minster, where it is intended to hold a 
meeting. Negotiations for permission to 
hold this procession are stil] in progress. 

It is intended to walk in quiet procession 
carrying peace slogans, which have been 
selected from those published by the Peace 
Pledge Union and the Peace Committee of 
the Society of Friends. 


NATION-WIDE SUPPORT 


The meeting-in the Central Hall is ex- 
pected to start at 3 p.m., with the following 
speakers: George Lansbury (president, 


Peace Pledge Union); Mrs. 
(Central Committee, Women's Cooperative 
Guild); Canon Stuart Morris (chairman, 
PPU); Miss Vera Brittain (Sponsor, PPU); 
Mrs. Theo Naftel (secretary, International 
Women’s Cooperative Guild); and Mrs. E. 
Williams (national president, WCG) in the 
chair. 

Women cooperators from all parts of 
the country are expected to visit London 
to take part in these celebrations, and it 
is hoped that all pacifist and kindred 
organizations will lend their support so 
that the strength of pacifist opinion in the 
country may be shown. 

Besides a stock of 200.000 white peace 
poppies the Women’s Cooperative Guild (17 
Prescot Street, London, E.1) has for sale 
peace handkerchiefs at 3d. each, or 2s. 6d. 
per dozen, in blue, green, and brown. 

Orders for white poppies should be sent 
as soon as possible so that they will not 
clash with red poppies ; white poppies will 
be supplied for 2s. dozen, and all profits 
and extra donations will be sant to the War 
Resisters’ International. Orders to Sydney 
Conbeer, 113 Summerfield 
Birmingham. 


—s or) 


M. Pavitt! 


Crescent, 


There is Vital Need of 


A Positive Pacifist 
Initiative 


GENERAL European war 
has been avoided, and I do 
not suppose there will be any 

disposition on the part of the readers 
of Peace “News to burke the fact that we 
are able to breathe more freely again in 
Western Europe, for the time being, 
because the Czechoslovak State has been 
“ sold.” 


It is true that whatever sufferings con- 
front the Sudeten Social Democrats, the 
Czechs, and the Slovaks, their total suffer- 
ing will be incomparably less than it would 
have been in the event of a war, and that 
a European war would have _ brought 
immeasurable suffering over the whole 
continent, and in all probability, the com- 
plete collapse of the European industrial 
and social structure. 

This, however, does not remove the 
very ugly fact that the Czechoslovak 
Republic has actually been betrayed by 
the French Government, with the com- 
plicity of the British Government, and 
that it is at this cost that a temporary 
breathing space for peace has been 
achieved. 

Let me not risk misunderstanding. In 
the murky circumstances of the world 
today there had to be a betrayal; either the 
working populations of France, Great 
Britain, Germany, and Italy had to be 
betrayed into the pitfall of devastating and 
demoralizing slaughter and destruction by 
the power politics of the governments, or 
the Czechoslovak Republic had to be be- 
trayed by those who predominantly were 
responsible for sponsoring its construction 
at the end of the war of 1914—1918. Of two 
abominations the lesser horror has hap- 
pened. 

Do not let us shut our eyes to the fact 
that it is a horror, however; and that this 
kind of happening, besmirches our human- 
ity—French and British humanity as well 
as German humanity. 


WAR RESISTANCE 


As the crisis developed, pacifist opinion 
in. Great Britain was beginning to consoli- 
date itself for war resistance. Fortu- 
nately that resistance has not had to take 
shape. 

Had it done so it is evident that a for- 
midable antagonism would have been 
ranged against a war policy that would 
have provided a considerable opposition to 
a war government. This fact should 
endow pacifists with a high sense of their 
positive responsibility. 

We can be sure also that the nervous 
strain of this period of tension under which 
the whole European population has been 
living will have shaken up large numbers 
of people to a more serious recognition of 
the realities of the times in which we live: 
and even many of those who have been 
clamouring for a war policy at Labour 
meetings are likely to have second thoughts 
which will move them toward a pacifist 
policy. 

There is thus likely to be an expansion 
of the forces of war resistance. We ought, 
therefore, to be deeply concerned as to 
whether our policy is sufficiently far 
reaching. 

That high sense of moral responsibility 
that must be a part of the pacifist outlook 
must prevent us from being able to contem- 
plate with equanimity a situation in which 
it might be that the strength of organized 
pacifism was the deciding factor in the 
“selling” of a small State in the interplay 
of power politics. 

It is incumbent upon us to parallel the 
negative, resisting, side of our pacifism by 
a positive, creative side that will contribute 
to the making impossible of a situation in 
which the choice is between a “ betrayal ” 
and the abomination of war. 


NOT PERMANENT 


The settlement of this Czechosolvakian 
crisis is not likely to have any secure per- 
manency. Just as war cannot provide a 
conclusive settlement of the problems over 
which it is fought neither can a conclusive 
settlement be provided when, without 
actual war, it is based on nothing nearer to 
fundamental justice than a measuring of 
war potentialities. 

Despite Mr. Chamberlain’s optimism 
he has provided not the slightest evidence 
that the agreement he has entered into 
will remove the Danubian States, as a 
whole. from the imminent danger of war. 
The difference, so far as Great Britain is 

concerned in relation to Czechoslovakia, is 


says | 
“NECTAIRE,” 
in the first of a 
short series of articles 


that the Government of this country will 
for the future be committed directly to war 
on the side of Czechoslovakia if that State 
is attacked, instead of only indirectly 
through its alliance with France. 

This country, that is to say, will be more 
directly tied up to Central European prob- 
lems than hitherto; and in the future when 
war threatens in the interplay of power 
politics, should the only way by which it 
can save peace be by throwing over its 
protegé, it will have to be by a much 
cruder breach of faith. 


POSITIVE APPROACH NEEDED 


Unless pacifists can find some positive 
approach to the problem of peace there is 
no hope that Europe can be saved from 
disaster. 

The pacifist movement, unless out of its 
distinctive view of life it can present to the 
peoples of the world positive proposals that 
are radically different in character from 
anything that has hitherto been widely 
discussed, must accept the fact that it will 
be merely dragged, resisting, behind the 
march of events which is most likely to 
receive its impulses from the initiatives of 
the fascist power. 

The pacifist in such a case, although he be 
true to his personal resolve, will, with his 
fellows, just be awaiting catastrophe; when 
his steadfastness on the basis of his persanal 
resistance will not do more than witness to 
his protest against the situation to which 
those interested with the control of events 
will have brought the world 

On the other hand the pacifist movement 
conceivably may be, as we have seen, a 
factor in preventing the participation of this 
country in a war which. would have been 
entered upon as a result of specific engage- 
ments its government has undertaken— 
engagements perhaps, for instance. under- 
taken in relation to the smaller Czecho- 
slavakia that has emerged from the present 
crisis. 


NEW CONCEPTION 


Now no cost can be high to prevent war; 
it is nevertheless, in view of the contin- 
gencies before us, our duty to work to bring 
into the political field proposals for a new 
conception of international relationships so 
self-evidently based on justice that they 
shall appeal to the moral sense, not only of 
the peoples of the “democratic” Powers, 
but also to the-peoples of the fascist nations. 

And should events direct that, with the 
increasing strength for which we hope, it 
may be our fate to stop military action by 
this country in a war in which. according 
to standards accepted today, its interna- 
tional undertakings should have involved 
it, we should for our own self-respect be in 
a position to show that we have been de- 
voting our lives to work for a positive 
political conception of the way in which 
the affairs of the world can be conducted 
on a peaceful basis; and this conception 
should be proclaimed parallel with our 
preventive action. 

In subsequent articles I shall seek to 
discuss this positive conception by means 
of which the pacifist movement should seek 
to transfer the initiative from the war- 
makers to itself. 
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Shakespeare As a Pacifist : 


By 
PHILIP L. LORRAINE 


HE game was nearly afoot a 
fortnight ago. The blast of 
war was blowing in our ears. 
There was no need to draw com- 
parisons with August 1914. It was 
too horribly obvious everywhere. 

The casual playgoer wandering into 
Henry V at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 
might have closed his eyes and wondered 
as Ivor Novello’s voice rang out with the 
words: 

Be copy now to men of baser blood, 
And teach them how to war. 
whether the Propaganda Department had 
started functioning once more. 

Not that he would wish to close his eyes 
once they were opened. For with all the 
tradition of Drury Lane grandeur and all 
the refinements of modern invention, this 
magnificent picture of patriotism rampant 
was performed with a flamboyance which 
has seldom been rivalled. 

Ships set sail, men marched and counter- 
marched, and the breach of Harfleur 
visibly filled up with English dead. 

Thank heavens, one thought, the producer 
did not decide to follow the modern fashion 
and dress the play in modern clothes. For 
tho flag-wagging and drum-beating attitude 
to war with which the play abounds is quite 
definitely out of keeping with modern 
thought. 

Historic costume quite properly relegated 
it to the realm of history and enabled us to 
sit back and enjoy the spectacle while the 
beautiful verse swept over us in a slow and 
euphonious stream. Was it, therefore, a 
coincidence with which even important 
parliamentary utterances are now punctu- 
ated, or was it merely a reaction on the part 
of the public which induced the manage- 
ment to withdraw this production last 
Saturday? 

Perhaps it was the difficulty of reconciling 
the playwright of the Westminster Theatre 
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In this he is completely right. Shake- 
speare was not necessarily concerned with 
drawing a true and accurate picture of the 
Greek and Trojan war, but his was a por- 
rait of an imaginative world to which he 
could attach his theme in relation to the 
conditions of the time. 


WAR “DEBUNKED” 

Nothing could be more opportune. This 
“debunking” of war by the world’s great- 
est playwright comes exactly at the right 
moment. The modern interpretation gives 
this amorphous play a shape and signific- 
ance beyond belief. 

Behind those smart military uniforms 
we can discern modern prototypes which 
makes us wonder whether the producer 
has been very subtle or very lucky in his 
casting. 

Behind the casuistic utterances of these 
characters we might almost distinguish the 
clichés of modern diplomatic parlance. Not 
that the producer has tried too con- 
scientiously to force any comparison. He 


| has simply interpreted the play in the light 


of modern conditions, and the axiom plus 
ca change. plus c'est la méme chose has 
emerged; Shakespeare, in fact, discovered 
years ago what some of us are only begin- 
ning to realize today. 


BRILLIANT CAST 
A brilliant cast headed by Robert 


a J Speaight as Ulysses, Robert Harris as 
ge Troilus, and Stephen Murray as Thersites, 


A scene from Troilus and Cressida 


with the playwright of Drury Lane. For at 
the Westminster Theatre in Troilus and 
Cressida we see not Shakespeare the war- 
monger but Shakespeare the pacifist. 


PLAY OF DISILLUSION 


Written in his maturity, Troilus and 
Cressida is a play of disillusion. Disillusion 
about love, disillusion about honour, and 
about war. Many scholars and students 
have tried to find reasons or apologies for 
this belated attitude, some have even 
doubted its authenticity. 

But Michael MacOwan, the brilliant 
young producer at the Westminster 

Theatre, is quite convinced _ that, 


OW that Britain is for safety’s 

sake, and without regard to 

the interests of other coun- 
tries, ranged with the totalitarian 
States, now that even the shadow of the 
League pales in the growing light shed by 
recent events on the return of the 
imperial countries to frank power politics, 
the people of Britain may begin to look 
for those outcomes of this process which 
will touch them personally. They are not 
far to seek. 


When in Totalitaria, do as Totalitaria 
does: when, for the sake of your own 
imperial interests, you enter into “friendly” 
relations with other imperialist Powers, 
you must do it on the only terms which 
imperialism understands, those of capital- 
ism and war. 


And imperialism, capitalism, and war 
in these days demand totalitarianism ; 
they are parts of one whole; war is the 
method of defending empire and capital, 
and without the glorification of the State, 
without the submission of the free man 
to the State, war is not possible. 


Luckily for us who care to live a few 
years longer, the armed strength necessary 


In this article R. H. 


irrespective of any reason one might 
suggest, Shakespeare is determined to un- 
wrap forever from its mysterious cover- 
ings the so-called glory and honour of war, 
to cast scorn and doubt on the worth of 
all human endeavour. to question the 
existence of any standard of absolute 
values. 

This is no idle.story of the love of a 
romantic young pup for a wanton woman, 
but a cynical exposure of the heroic con- 
ception of war. And in order to accentuate 
this point the producer has decided to treat 
the piece as a modern play in verse, with 
modern clothes. modern furniture, and 
modern war effects. 


give the play a lively distinction which 
raises it out of the commonplace. A care- 
ful editing of the text gives it a briskness 
and speed which is at once stimulating and 


exciting. 
If you are prepared to see your childhood 
heroes removed from their porcelain 


pedestals, if you can tolerate Helen as a 
kind of Brixton Belle presiding over May- 
fair cocktails, or your Ulysses as a philoso- 
phical edition of an American professor, 
or the valiant Achilles as a bloated vain- 
glorious hero, then by all means go and 
see this play. 

I? you are interested in hearing what the 
greatest poet of all time has had to say 
upon a matter which we cannot fail to be 
interested in. then it would almost be 
criminal negligence if you missed it. For 
we have just seen that “Lechery. lechery; 
still, wars and lechery: nothing else holds 
fashion. A burning devil take them.” 


WARD discusses 


problems facing pacifists as an 


OUTCOME 


for the prosecution of a war against a 
totally militarized State had not been 
achieved by this country when recent 
events in Central Europe came to a head; 
we were not ready; scared, we talked in- 
stead of fighting ; and we talked ourselves 
so far into the totalitarian camp that we 
find ourselves ranged with totalitarianism 
and bound, but for a miracle, to talk only 
its language in future: the language of 
war. 

Efficient killing needs total regimenta- 
tion, and that is where the recent running 
away from enemies too big to tackle on 
the only terms understood by imperial 
governments has led us. 


Panic at Home 


Goop use was made of the panic at 
home. During the few days preceding 
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OF CRISIS 


September 28 the regimentation of the 
people of Britain went on apace. While 
those in charge of foreign policy ran away 
from war into the arms of Hitler, the 
people ran away from war into the arms of 
ARP trenches, gas-proof rooms and gas 
masks. 


But both nazism and ARP stand for war; 
they belong to the imperial-capitalist war- 
machine. We followed the old fallacy: If 
you want peace, prepare for war. So now 
we have the gasmasks in our cupboards, 
the trenches in our parks, right on the 
home front. 

It was a glorious opportunity, that short 
period of funk, and it was not wasted ; nor 
will it be wasted in the next few months. 
“You see now.” we shall be told—are 
already being told, “how necessary it is 
not only to be strongly armed in order to 
prevent war” (but with whom, now tnat 
the other great Powers are our friends?) 
“but to be adequately defended at home” 
(yet why, if to be strongly armed will pre- 
vent war?) 

“You are needed for ARP now.” (“It’s 
a man’s job,” digging a funk-hole). And, 
remembering what it felt like to be expect- 
ing the bombers, remembering fear, we 
shall acquiesce—are acquiescing already. 

On September 30 The Times for the first 
time used the opportunity of the crisis to 
advocate universal conscription. ‘The 
moral of the crisis” is summed up in the 
words of a letter to the issue of that date: 
“Let us at least give universal conscription 
joined with voluntary militarv service a 
trial.” 

“Universal conscription joined with 
voluntary military service” means in fact 
universal conscription, the compulsory ser- 
vice of each individual as part of the State 
war-machine. 


Democratic tradition may demand that 
military service be tempered by the 
word “voluntary,” but the effect is the 
same: whether or no you allow yourself 
to be trained in the actual business of 
killing, you will be conscripted for war 
purposes; and the purposes of war, 


purely defensive though it is in these 

days, is death. 

“Everyone should be allowed to choose 
his own form of national service,” said a 
leading article in the same issue of The 
Times, “provided that everyone must choose 
some form of it.” That is plain enough, and 
the argument has been repeated ceveral 
times since. 

The article concluded with the words: 
“Widespread approval of the idea will cer- 
tainly emerge from the present crisis.” It 
certainly has. Increasing support for the 
idea has followed the advocacy of it in The 
Times. 

It is the next step in the process of totali- 
tarianization in this country. The ARP 
trenches are to be finished, and are to re- 
main, whether or no children need green 
grass to play on; ARP are to be kept in the 
forefront of public consciousness, and war 
with them. 

Soon Parliament will be debating a 
national register; some form of national 
service in peace-time will become compul- 
sory. The opportunity of the crisis was too 
good to miss; it was just what was needed 
to rouse the country from its “apathy” 
toward ARP and recruitment to the 
Forces. 


The Pacifist Duty 

But the sudden growth of the Peace 

Pledge Union in the last few weeks 
indicates that Mr. Hore-Belisha and Sir 
Thomas Inskip cannot have it all their own 
way, panic or no panic. Nor will they have 
it all their’>own way, conscription or no 
conscription. 

It will be the pacifist’s job in the near 
future to struggle with all the energy at 
his command against the loss of civil and 
personal liberty with which these out- 
comes of crisis threaten him; his job to 
oppose conscription measures now, and 
when they come before the House; his 
job still to oppose conscription if con- 
scription becomes law. 

Because this question will directly and 
obviously concern every man and woman 
in the country, it can make the pacifist’s 
point of view known to millions who have 
never considered it; because it may welk 
require very real courage and sacrifice, it 
can enlist the sympathy and support of 
those who have not hitherto recognized the 
pacifist as one who faces real and imme- 
diate issues. 

The job that now awaits pacifists is the 
defence of man’s ultimate right—liberty. 
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In his second article 
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LEYTON RICHARDS 


writes on a historic parallel 


So tests, 


SLAVERY & WAR 


there is a similarity between the 

position in regard to chattel 
slavery in the first half of the nine- 
teenth century and the position in 
regard to war in the first half of the 
twentieth century. 

Readers of Mrs. Mitchell’s great novel, 
Gone with the Wind, will remember how 
firmly established the institution of chattel 
slavery seemed to be in the American 
South, at the very moment when it was 
about to disappear. The southerner was 
so convinced that slavery was at once a 
natural and a permanent institution that 
he continued to buy and sell slaves right 
up to the last moment, and he fondly 
imagined that secession from the American 
Union would relieve him of the unwelcome 
interference of the abolitionists, and en- 
able him to erect a confederation “based” 
—as Jefferson Davis put it—“on slavery 
as its chief corner-stone.” 


if T has often been pointed out that 


In other words it was inconceivable to 
the southern gentleman and planter that 
the ordered world which he knew, and in 
which “the big house” and “the slave 
plantations” were dominating features 
of the social landscape, could possibly col- 
lapse. Yet collapse it did; and the 
reasons for that collapse are not with- 
out their bearing upon the pacifist’s 
determination to say “No” to war. 

It is customary to regard Abraham 
Lincoln as the man who abolished chattel 
slavery under the Stars and Stripes, and 
he, of course, did it by force of arms. But 
that is a too facile and superficial judg- 
ment. 


Slavery was extinguished under the 
British flag without recourse to a disastrous 
war; and a historical judgment which 
looks beneath the surface will therefore 
ask what lay behind the popular deter- 
Mination in the American North to fight 
rather than to allow a break-up of the 
republic on the question of slavery. 


The Civil War unquestionably produced 
the President’s, Proclamation which gave 
the legal coup de grace to slavery as an 
institution ; but when all the factors of the 
situation are taken into account, it is clear 
that slavery was already doomed long be- 
fore it was actually destroyed and that 
even if its demise had not been accelerated 
by the Cival War, it could not have sur- 
vived for long. 


* 


I DO not profess to be a historian 
and I am open to correction 
whenever I venture upon a historical judg- 
ment; but, so far as I can read the situa- 
tion in regard to slavery, it seems to me 
that three main factors compelled its dis- 
appearance as a legalized institution in the 
United States, and that the Civil War was 
not one of them. 


The relevance of that fact for the 
pacifist is seen when we note that the 
same three factors are operating today 
against war; and as, therefore, we look 
back to the abolition of chattel slavery 
we have every justification for believing 
that, as with slavery then, so with war 
now, it is doomed within 2 measurable 
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period to disappear from the legitimacies 

of civilized life. 

Let me indicate what those three factors 
were and are. First there were scientific 
factors. The apologists for slavery alleged 
that there was a biological inferiority 
about the ,.negro which justified his sub- 
ordination to the dominant white. 


The study, however, of scientific anthro- 
pology gave the lie to that presumption, 
just as today it makes nonsense of the 
Aryan dogmas of the nazis or the colour- 
bar legislation in the South African Union. 
So one of the main intellectual props of 
slavery was struck away and consequently 
the system began to wilt. 


But, from a scientific point of view, just 
as much nonsense is talked about war as 
once about slavery. Mussolini’s glorifica- 
tion of battle, for instance, rests upon an 
entirely false analogy between biological 
struggle in the world of nature and mili- 
tary struggle in the world of men. 


The same is true if war is tested by the 
science of psychology. You can control 
“things” and therefore you can coerce 
men—so runs the military assumption. But 
the assumption is psychologically false, and 
—as militarists are themselves discovering 
—human nature does not work that way. 


Hitler has recently had to bow to psycho- 
logical facts in his attempt to browbeat the 
world by threats, and some day even the 
protagonists of infinite rearmament, in 
Great Britain and elsewhere, will wake up 
to the fact that if you wish for peace you 
must prepare for peace and not for war; 
for the old Roman dictum which called 
men to keep the peace by preparing for 
war was and is a psychological falsehood. 


* 


THe second element which spelled 

the doom of slavery was the 

physical factor. This was registered in the 
economics of the system. 


Here, for instance, is the judgment of a 
Southern writer (confirmed by a mass of 
statistics from the slave States) : 

Had the South been let alone and trusted, 
it would have required but a few more years 
for slavery to have died a natural death, for 
it was no longer economically profitable. 

In other words, it cost more to work a 
plantation by slave labour than by free 
labour; and the tragedy therefore of the 
American Civil War lay in the fact that 
the inevitable march of economic pressure 
w-s abandoned for the short-cut of military 
operations, with their inevitable aftermath 
of bitterness and inter-racial strife. 


I need hardly apply the analogy to the 
case of war; for it is only too obvious that 
bankrupicy stalks in the path of rearma- 
ment, and it is only a matter of time before 
physical inability to maintain the present 
race in the machinery of murder will call 
a halt to the rake’s “progress” in which 
ali nations are engaged. 


The physical factor also tells in another 
direction; for the people everywhere are 
becoming acutely aware of the inability of 
armaments to offer that military “defence” 
which is their sole justification. Air raid 
precautions and the storing of food-stuffs 
are a significant confession of that fact; 
for everyone knows by now that “the 
bomber will always get through.” 


But this means that war on any large 
scale and between co-equal contestants has 
become suicidal for those who resort to it. 
In other words, physical factors as well as 
scientific factors are writing the doom of 
war. 


va 


Tue last, but by no means the 

least, of the three factors to 

which I have referred is the religious one. 
Slavery conflicted with the Christian con- 
ception of the brotherhood of man under 


er 


the fatherhood of God; and it was there- 
for> doomed by religious faith. 

As a negro writer has put it, “a man’s 
destiny does not depend upon the .colour 
of his skin, but upon the character of his 
soul.” No-one can legitimately treat as a 
chattel a fellow human who “is made in 
the image of God”; and so sooner or later 
the Christian faith was bound to make 
slavery impossible. 

But the same is true of war. No intel- 
lectual finesse can make a bayonet or a 
bullet or poison gas or 2 bomb into an 
instrument of Christian love and service ; 
it is possible to endure all the horrors of 
war (as Jesus endured the Cross) and 
still be a Christian; but can we inflict 
those horrors and yet bear the Christian 
name? 

“An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth "—or in modern terms, a bomb for 
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a bomb—is of the very essence of war; but 
it is the very opposite of Christianity. 
There is no need to labour the point; for 
the burden of proof does not lie with those 
who deny the legitimacy of war from a 
Christian standpoint, but with those who 
affirm it; it is for them to show how war 
can ever be waged in the name of the 
prince of peace. 


It is a growing recognition of this fact 
which is putting war and preparation for 
war increasingly under the ban of the 
Christian conscience. 


So then, war—as was the case with 
Slavery—is doomed alike by scientific facts, 
by physical: facts, and by religious facts; 
and therefore in maintaining~our pacifist 
witness we are—as Disraeli said in another 
connexion—“on the side of the angels.” 
But after all, is not this what we should 
expect ? . 


I speak again from the standpoint of the 
Christian faith. If -as I personally hold to 
be the case—the life and way of Jesus were 
a manifestation, amid the things of time, 
of the will and way of the eternal God, 
then it follows that nothing which con- 
flicts with the Christian way can finally 
endure. 


In the light of that faith—as I have tried 
to indicate—war is already doomed by the 
God-given facts of life; and the pacifist 
therefore can proclaim bis gospel of peace 
in the conviction that what is doomed in a 
God-governed universe must in the end be 
defeated. 
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The Pacifist and Democracy 


HE present international situa- 

tion renders it imperative for 

the Peace Pledge Union to give most care- 

ful consideration to its position vis-a-vis 
the government. 

It is obvious, of course, that our un- 
qualified pledge against taking part. in war 
is, to a certain extent, a direct challenge 
to the government, but at the same time, 
while military conscription is not part 
of the constitution, we remain a perfectly 
legal and constitutional body. Every 
pacifist realizes, however, that as soon as 
hostilities break out the activities of the 
government and the ideals of pacifism 
must conflict. 

But the pacifist remains a democrat— 
that is to say, he believes in the rule 
of the majority (at least as the best 
possible form of government for man at 
the present time). He retains to himself 
the right to follow the dictates of his 
own conscience however these may 
differ from those of his fellow-citizens. 
Where religion is concerned this refusal 

of the individual to conform to the wishes 
of the majority is quite simple; it is when 
his non-conformity is with the political 
system that the issues become confused. 


E can ask a democratic gov- 

ernment to respect the con- 

scientious objection of some of its citizens; 

in return, its citizens who are at variance 

with the government must act with every 

consideration for the nation of which they 
are a part. 

I suggest that conscientious objectors 
must avoid any direct political action 
against the decisions of a popularly elected 
government. 

- They -re entitled to criticize the gov- 
ernment; they are not entitled to 
interfere with the activities of such a 
government — activities, mark you, 
desired by the majority. They are in 
fact, only entitled to act illegally against 
the government if the government ceases 
to ‘respect the right of conscientious 
objection. 

In particular, I do not believe that paci- 
fists would be right to attempt to seduce 


members of the fighting forces from their 
oath of allegiance, or even civil servants 
from their plain duty, as a_ political 
activitity. (I am not, obviously, speakir z of 
social intercourse). While the majority of 
the people believe in warfare they are com- 
pelled to organize armies, navies, and air 
forces and they are entitled to ask that these 
forces shall not be subjected to political 
propaganda. 

This argument especially applies in this 
country where military service is volun- 
tary; I believe it would still apply in the 
case of conscription if conscription were 
the will of the majority—subject always to 
the proviso that there should be a con- 
science clause, fairly administered. 


|F you say to me that the govern- 

ment and tHe press lords are 

not over-scrupulous in their use of propa- 

ganda I reply that pacifist actions should 
be above reproach. 

The pacifist’s job is to persuade our 
fellow-citizens that right should be our 
guiding principle in all our activities, 
political and otherwise. The clearest way 
we can demonstrate our message is always 
to be guided ourselves by principle and 
never to become political opportunists. 

The pacifist’s duty in war-time, as in 
peace-time, is to teach the principles of 
pacifism—not to stop the militarist fight- 
ing wars. When he has persuaded a 
majority of his fellow-citizens to his point 
of view, that is the time for him to trans- 
late his principles into political action. 
Until then we must all discipline our- 

selves to be only teachers—and, above all, 


let us beware of insidious political 
influences within our own ranks. 
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JUSTIFIED BY 
EVENTS 


HE popular cheering that followed the 
Munich Agreement is giving way to a 
mood suggestive of “the morning after 
the night before.” The world outlook is 
once again becoming rather grim—else- 
where we report events that may be sum- 
arized by saying that no nation is acting 
as though the Munich Agreement had 
ushered in an era of real peace. Against 
this must be set the fact that support is 
growing for the idea of a world confer- 
ence to remove the real causes of war. 
Now is the time for the pacifist movement, 
which hag been so instrumental in secur- 
ing general interest in—and now more 
active support of—this proposal, to turn 
interest and support into the more detailed 
understanding which must precede effec- 
tive action. 


For those who watch with understanding 
eyes, world events since Munich are full 
of significance. Behind Hitler’s claim for 
the incorporation of Sudetenland in the 
Reich there lay—though this does not 
mean that his claim was consequently 
invalid—a larger aim: the Drang nach 
Osten, or drive toward the East. Now that 
the claim to Sudetenland has succeeded, 
the Drang nach Osten is being more 
actively pursued (though German economic 
penetration of the Balkans has been going 
on for some time). The announcement of 
a German loan to Turkey—which Britain 
and France had only recently imagined 
they had drawn into their orbit—shows 
that the “drive” has already extended be- 
yond Europe. At the same time there are 
signs that the question of Germany’s 
former colonies may before long become 
an. urgent one. 


The reaction of some sections of opinion 
to this situation is typified in a letter in 
the Manchester Guardian Jast week, 
asking: 

Are we to stand by helplessly and see the 
realization of Hitler’s dream of a Reich stretch- 
ing from the Baltic to the Black Sea and the 
Adriatic? 

In another letter to the same newspaper 
the Parliamentary Committee for Spain, 
after noting “the virtual disappearance of 
Czechoslovakia as a factor of military 
importance”—for the democracies—de- 
clared: 

If the Western Powers aim at a realignment 
of European forces more favourable to their 
own safety Spain is the key position, as it was 
in the Napoleonic struggle. It offers them 
incomparably the most favourable field of 
action for this purpose. 

So we find that the Munich settlement 
has left us with the old struggle for 
economic power, with its accompanying 
struggle for strategically valuable positions, 
not lessened but intensified. 


These facts, though we do not accept the 
inference drawn, show our conception of a 
world conference to plan for peace to be 
justified by events. If that conception is 
not turned into reality before the struggle 
for power reaches one of its periodical 
crises, we shall yet bring upon our heads 
the catastrophe that was averted at 
Munich. ° 


It is bold to talk as though one possessed 
a panacea for all ills; but it it only super- 
ficially that we seem to do that. For the 
Drang nach Osten, as well as the interven- 
tion which has prolonged the agony of 
Spain, and other problems, such as the 
undeclared wars in Palestine and China, 
are ultimately traceable to this struggle for 
power. 


One of the most anti-nazi books pub- 
lished this year, The Battle for Peace, 
made this admission: 


A Letter to YOU 


BOUT a _ week after the 
A announcement with which 

Mr. Chamberlain changed the 
atmosphere in the House of 
Commons—and in the whole country— 
from one of deepest gloom to one of intense 
relief, my air raid wardens called to ask if 
I and my wife had got our gas masks and 
a bag for the baby. 


When I learned that they had called on 
everyone else in our road and would not 
be kept from other duties, I asked them in 
and invited them to have a cup of tea. I 
said I thought theirs must be a thankless 
task. They agreed. j 


I told them, first of al], that we had no 
masks. Then I asked what I should need 
a mask for. Wasn’t there going to be peace? 


Well—they hoped so, but you know—. I 
interrupted to remind them that Mr. 
Chamberlain had told us to go to sleep be- 
cause it was “peace for our time.” 


* 


AND then, as if for the first time, 
I realized that I had a real ob- 
jection to equipping myself for disaster. 


With an air of finality (though the gas 
fire I had lit when they came in was only 
just beginning to warm us), I said: “Well, 
so far as I am concerned, there is not going 
to be any more war.” 


I sensed at once, of course, that that 
would merely strike my wardens as silly— 
as silly as saying that, so far as I am con- 
cerned, “it ain’t gonna rain no mo’.” Sol 
hastily tried to be more explicit. 


“What I mean,” I said, “is that if there 
is a war, I consider it will be my fault 
—others’ too, but mine in so far as I am 
part of the public opinion that should be 
making war impossible.” 


I hope it did not sound too priggish when 
I added that I consequently considered .I 
ought to be willing to suffer, and not 
escape from, the consequences of my 
failure. 


* 


H WAS right about their thinking it 

silly. One of them said I might 

as well oppose Belisha crossings because 

of a notion that there was going to be no 
more road accidents. 


He was unfortunate in his choice of ex- 
ample. I promptly pointed out that if I 
was in favour of those, it was just because 
of what they were able to do to prevent 
accidents. 


If he wanted to come and measure me 


(continued from column 1). 


The attractiveness of the Berlin-Bagdad line 
for the nazis is mainly the economic advantage 
that can be derived from control of this vast 
market for German goods and source of the 
raw materials—particularly foodstuffs—which 
Germany needs. 

The struggle—in which all nations take 
part—for such economic advantage would 
be understandable in a world of scarcity ; 
in the world of potential abundance in 
which we live it is criminal folly, for it 
is a struggle in which the lives of millions 
are hazarded. It is this struggle that a 
world conference would seek to eliminate. 
Whether or not he recognizes that, Mr. 
Chamberlain in Parliament last week went 
so far as to say that a world conference 
needed careful preparation—which no-one 
denies—and that you had to be sure that 
the totalitarian Powers would “ attend with 
the intention of aiding you in the policy 
on which you have set your heart.” 


This brings us to the essential pre-)} 


liminary: a clear recognition by at least 
one “satisfied ” empire—and which is more 
fitted than the British?—that until it is 
willing to make any sacrifice of economic 
advantage necessary to secure a just order 
for all, the “drives” of now expanding 
nations will not be halted. As soon as that 
initiative is forthcoming the “careful pre- 
paration” of details will be easier; until 
it is forthcoming another conference would 
be doomed to a failure similar to that of 
the World Economic Conference of 1933. 


A conference, however, is the only 
alternative to a policy of despair that 
would turn Spain into the first battle- 
ground—which Czechoslovakia nearly be- 


came—of a struggle between the “haves ”| * 


and the “ have-nots.” No time must be lost 
in creating an informed public opinion 
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for a stretcher or a coffin, there was some 
sense in it. Indeed, the danger of my need- 
ing them was a much more immediate one 
than that I should need a gas mask. 


* 


But through all our conversation, 

relevant and irrelevant, there 

was apparent a real and deep difference 

not merely of opinion but of outlook, of 
conviction, of faith. 


My case, in a nutshell, was 

that war is a thing that citizens can prevent; 

that, therefore, as a citizen, I am bound to do 
my part; 

that because it is such a big job, and involves us 
all, we should all do our part; 

that because it is so urgent all our time should 
be given to that (and none to providing 
escapes should we fail); and 

that whatever may be the attitude of those others 
whom I am urging to work for peace, I at least, 
believing this, cannot be expected to equip 
myself for failure. 


* 


UT although these neighbours 
appreciated my last point, they 
were unable to agree with the points lead- 
ing up to it (apart from the second, which, 
however, they misconstrued in asserting 
that they too were working “for peace”) 
for the simple reason that they just didn’t 
agree with my first and most essential 
point. 


Let me be quite fair. Had I said point 
blank, as this, in fact, implies, “So you 
think war is inevitable,” they would have 
denied it most strongly. 


But let them, too, be fair. What they did 
say, in so many words, is that war is “not 
entirely within our control.” One of them 
even said that it was “in the lap of the 
gods.” Whether you like to use the word 
“inevitable” or not, what that means is 
nothing more nor less than that “we” (ie., 
citizens collectively) “cannot altogether 
prevent war.” 


* 


WJERY good! When you know why 

people are opposed to you, you 

have an infinitely better chance of bringing 

them to your point of view than if you 
can’t understand them. 


In fact, I believe you have half won the 
“battle” when you have so understood 
them, because you can respect them, and so 
establish that basis and sympathy which 
alone will make them sympathetic so that 
they, in their turn, respect and then under- 
stand your point of view. And pacifists 
are convinced that to understand is (in 
time) to believe in pacifism. 


* 


you may be wondering why I have 
felt it worth while to tell you all 
this. 


1 I had intended to write an article and 


that will demand a conference before it’is{call it “I am Humbled by an Air Raid 
Warden.” I will tell you why—and why, 


too late. 


in the end, I have not called it that. 

What humbled me was to think of the 
time given up, and of the number who 
have given it up, to the wholly unpleas« 
ant, not to say thoroughly depressing, 
work of preparing (in so pathetically, 
futile a way) to mitigate the evils of @ 
war that is sincerely believed to be 
possible as it were by accident. For I 
knew how that compared with the 
devotion of those who believe that peace 
can be made inevitable. 


Oh, I know well enough the quite un- 
equal conditions involved—all the aid of 
Government propaganda and finance and so 
on. And I know that there are at least 
thousands, if not tens of thousands, who 
are quietly but persistently sticking to 
their small effort for peace, unnoticed and 
without even the satisfaction of seeing ime 
mediate results. 


Nor do I want any note of condemnation 
to be read into my lament. Although my, 
wardens were obliged to call twice at my 
house in their work of preparing to defend 
us against war because, appropriately, 
enough, I was working late at my effort 
to prevent war, Iam by no means ina 
position to condemn others for not working 
hard enough to prevent it. 


* 


But I can plead for even greater 
effort—and I do, as strongly as 


Imay. For three main reasons: 
1. Because the need is greater than ever. 


2. Because the possibilities are greater than 
ever. 


3 Because opposition to “defence” measures is 
quite meaningless unless accompanied by the 
active promotion of peace measures, 

While the demand in the press for an 
intensification of rearmament explains the 
greater need, the fact that that very demand 
is discredited by the statesmen’s blue funk 
at the thought of using their vast arms 
machine, the fact that the method of confer- 
ence has been put to the test and (if only, 
in a small way as yet) proved its worth, 
and the negative fact that the effect of 
pacifism can’t possibly be worse than the 
results of war all give ground for the 
greatest encouragement. 


As for the third reason for urging you to 
greater effort, I would only say, particus 
larly as I must be addressing mainly those 
who are already most active (to whom all 
honour and thanks), that if we can change 
a belief in the inevitability of war into a 
faith in the possibility of peace, it will be 
most easily done by showing that our faith 
is live enough to be expressed in works, 
and that it is only through you, who can 
contact them, that I can get this appeal to 
the inactive, as well as to the “unbelievers.” 


* 


DUT here is why I do not feel so 
humble after all (except in a 
different sense). Though there is still much 
scope for activity (and I naturally regard 
the circulation figures of Peace News as my 
baromefer of activity for pacifism), I have 
had most encouraging evidence of a deter- 
mination, in some quarters at any rate, to 
make even greater efforts. 


Last week I told you, on page 11, how a 
Bristol reader had interpreted the need. 
This week, on page 13, a London reader 
tells how he is grasping the opportunity 
presented. Perhaps most appreciated of 
all, since I happen to know how ill she 
can afford the money, is this extract from 
an Oxfordshire woman’s letter: 


We can’t help realizing, too, that this is 
“Peace at any Price,” not ‘Love at all costs’s 
but still we are profoundly thankful for the 
respite, and as a “thank offering” I conceived 
this idea for possibly helping in a small way, 
toward making it a real and permanent peace. 

I feel it is up to pacifists to redouble their 
efforts and take advantage of this respite and 
the undoubted “will to peace” of the majority, 
of people—we mustn't slack off in the least 
Everything now depends on pacifists; we can't 
get help from any political party—not even 
the Conservatives!—they are divided, and I'm 
disgusted with the Labour and Liberal Parties. 

The enclosed cheque, I hope, will pay for 
posting Peace News for 12 weeks to the 29 
names and addresses enclosed. If you like to 
use the idea as a suggestion for other PPU 
members I should be very glad. 


After that, I hope I may be allowed 
fervently to say, without any suggestion of 
priggishness: may I indeed be gassed, 
burnt, or blown to bits if it can ever be said 
that a new war has come for want of suffie 
cient effort for peace to which I might have 
contributed more! 
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22,486 


e 
An Achievement 
~~ e 
and An Aim 
OU are one of 22,486 readers of Peace 

News. You are in a fellowship which 
has established a paper, free and indepen- 
dent to fight for peace. You have helped in 
an achievement which should fill you with 
pride. 

Behind this paper there is no capital but 
there is faith and determination. To have 
reached, in little over two years, a subscrib- 
ing circulation figure of 22,000 confirms the 
truth of Dick Sheppard’s description—“ a 
romance in journalism.” When you bear 
in mind that other weekly papers with vast 
capital resources, palatial offices, and a staff 
of highly-paid journalists fail to reach a 
circulation of our size after years of eort 
and expenditure of money you can judge 
of the achievement in which you as reader 
have taken a part. 


I knew of one paper that planned to spend 
£1 for every reader and after an expendi- 
ture of thousands of pounds failed to rach 
the figure we attained almost a year ago. 


* 


Peace News has grown without being 
pushed. Hardly a penny has been spent 
upon increasing its circulation. The recent 
international crisis has, however, shown 
us how essential our work is. It must be 
extended. To that end I have offered my 
help to more than double the subscribers 
of Peace News by the end of this year. 


I believe it can be done. 
it can be done. 


In fact I know 


But I must have your cooperation. With 
this my work will be easy. Without it, it 
will be impossible. 


I am asking for your help, which is 
nothing more than to ask you to get one 
other subscriber for Peace News. 

If you do this and we can reach a figure 
of 50,000 by January 1, 1939, we shall be 
able to increase the power and influence of 
Peace News in its effect upon public 


One subscriber more is not much to ask 
from you in such a great cause. 


* 


Write to me if you have any doubts, 
difficulties, or suggestions. I v-ant to pre- 
pare a list of honour of those who have 
done their bit in helping peace by helping 
Peace News. I want each week to show 
how our subscribers are increasing. I want 
to bring those who do this work into a 
closer fellowship with the paper. But first 
and foremost now we must work for the 
50,000-mark by end of the year. 


You will find the order form on page 14 
for your friend to fill in. 


BEN GREENE, 
Circulation Department, 
Peace News, 

17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1, 


FASCISM IN 
BRITAIN? 


THE fellows of Oxford and Cambridge 

Universities have been supplied with 
forms to fill in stating their suitability for 
posts at Whitehall in the event of war. 
There is also a plan on foot to evacuate 
Oxford University and make it the dump 
for Londoners—5,000 places for 8,000,000 
people! 

Other war measures taken by this country 
but scarcely heard of in public, included 
plans to evacuate several Government de- 
partments. There were other, more widely 
publicized moves of a purely emergency 
character. 

But the scared rush to join the Terri- 
torials and ARP services will: have more 
permanent results, and there is real danger 
that these will add to the militarization of 


PEACE 


NEWS 


n 


BETTER LIFE FOR MILLIONS 


Aim of a World 


Conference 
PACIFIST CONVENTION 
DEMAND 


By a Peace News Reporter 


T the Parliamentary Pacifist 


A Groups convention, which was 
held in the Victoria Hall, 


Hanley, last Saturday, and preceded 
the public meeting reported on page 1, Mr. 
George Lansbury said that “the extra- 
ordinary illogicality ”” of the new demand 
for arms puzzled him, because one would 
imagine that our enemies, or our supposed 
enemies, were going to stand still and allow 
us to overtake them in the arms race. 


His (Mr. Lansbury’s) opponents said the 
end of war would be barbarism. But if 
they disarmed, he pointed out, they could 
not get worse than barbarism. 


Two prominent statesmen had pro- 
posed complete disarmament: M. Lit- 
vinoff at the Disarmament Conference, 
and Herr Hitler, who had recalled his 
offer in his recent speech in Berlin to the 
German nation.* It would be as well 
sometimes to take people at their word 
and just challenge them on it. 


The only ultimate solution of the prob- 


lem of Europe was to raise the standard 
of life of the ordinary people. So they 
asked that a world conference should come 
together to deal with the economic and 
financial problem. 


CHANGE IN OUTLOOK 


The need for a change in outlook on the 
part of our statesmen was stressed by James 
Hudson. 


So little had been published 
country about what was really happening 
in our Empire that we knew nothing about 
the way in which Gibraltar’s fortifications 
had been immensely strengthened. “ But,” 
Mr. Hudson added, “ Mussolini knew every- 
thing about it. And Mussolini has re- 


in this 


fare of others. 


The pacifist case had been strengthened 
by recent events. They should now say 
that at least they had got so far: let them 
go ahead and accomplish what they ought 
to accomplish. 


Answering a question, Mr. Lansbury said 
that the Government had definitely stated 
that if there was to be a conference it must 
be a world conference: our Government 
would not refuse to participate if Russia 
did. 


UNANIMOUS RESOLUTIONS 


Mr. Lansbury and Mr. Hudson had pro- 
posed and seconded the main resolution of 
the convention (which was carried unani- 
mously) which asked for a world confer- 
ence and the transformation of the League 
from a potential war machine to an instru- 
ment for peaceful reconstruction. 


Moving a resolution calling for disarma- 
ment, the ending of military commitments, 
and opposition to any form of conscription, 
Mrs. Eleanor Barton said: ‘“ We must get 
that new approach, not by making treaties 
which will be opposing other nations, but 
we must have, understandings with other 
nations that will make their people realize 
that we have as much regard for them as 
we have for our own.” 


Seconding, Joseph Brayshaw answered 
the suggestion that this country had dis- 
armed and that her example had not been 
followed by pointing out that although 
there had been a slight decrease in expendi- 
ture on arms at one period, in no year since 
the War had we spent less than in the years 
before the War, and that in any case a fall 
in prices at that time made armaments 
cheaper. 


This resolution 
unanimously. 


* In Lis speech in Berlin, on September 26, 
Herr Hitler said: 


My first suggestion was: Germany demands 
under all circumstances equality with her 
neighbours. She is, however, ready to 
renounce every defensive weupon, should the 
other peoples do the same. In other words, 
entire disarmament, if necessary, to the last 
machine-gun. This suggestion. was not even 


was’ also. carried 


James H. Hudson 


ARMISTICE DAY 
PLANS 


ONCE again the Council of Christian 


Pacifist Groups is arranging large 
public meetings in Central London on the 
evening of Armistice Day. 

This year’s meetings will be held in 
Central Hall, Westminster, and Kingsway 
Hall; there may also be a third meeting, in 
Friends House, Euston Road. Meetings 
will start at 7.30 p.m. and will be addressed 
by national speakers. 

Tickets for reserved seats at 2s. 6d. and 
ls. are obtainable from the Council of 
Christian Pacifist Groups, 16, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. Applications should 
be accompanied by remittances. 


——-W HERE TO GET FACTS—— 
ABOUT A WORLD 
CONFERENCE 


The following are publications bearing on 
the demand for a world conference: 

Why Were They Proud? Pacifist Research 
Bureau, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, S.E.24. 
Is. 

The War—As Before? George Glasgow. 
P.P.U., 96 Regent Street, W.1. 2d. 

War Mongers. Clive Bell, PPU. 2d. 

Skeleton of the Empire. Fact No. 3. 6d. Fact, 
66 Chandos Street, W.C.2. 

Peace Through Economic Cooperation. 
eorge Lansbury. 2d. Embassies of Recon- 
ciliation, 16 Victoria Street, S.W.1. 

The Economic Approach to Peace- Percy 
Bartlett. 2d. Embassies of Reconciliation. 

Key Passages of the Report Presented by 
M. Van Zeeland. Feace Book Company, 4 


Adam Street, W.C.2. 3d. 

Also the following leaflets: 

Peace in Our Time. P.P.U. 3s. per 1,000; 6d. 
per 100. 

The Present Situation. P.P.U. 3s. per 1,000. 

The Issue. P.P.U. (Welsh National Council). 
3s. per 1,000. 


AR.P. WORK 
OR DISMISSAL 


Alleged Pressure on 


Workers 


IT is understood (reports a_ corre- 

spondent) that corporation workers in 
Lincoln were obliged to take part in 
air raid precautions during the week 
of the recent crisis, under penalty of 
dismissal for refusal. 


Such veiled compulsion is of particular 
significance in view of the growing demand 
in some quarters for a national register, 
and suggestions that ARP will not be effi- 


Municipal 


.| cient until backed by some form of conscrip- 


tion. 


TEACHERS & SCOUTS 


At Kidderminster the borough education 
committee decided to tell teachers that they 
“expected them to report to the ARP Com- 
mittee.” 


A Dorsetshire paper recently congragu- 
lated the Scout movement on the fact that 
its members had “pué themselves at the 
disposal of those who were engaged in 
various aspects of defence, especially those 
who were responsible for protection against 
the danger of air raids.” 


Meanwhile propaganda designed to 
secure success on the present “ voluntary ” 
basis is in some cases mainly an appeal to 
fear, the suggestion being “Train while 
there’s time.” 


EFFECT ON CHILDREN 


The following is an xecount of children’s con- 
versation in regard to gas masks, noted by a 
school teacher member of the Reading group.: 
Children aged four and five. 

Jacqueline: I had a gas mask last night. Reply: 
I’m five so I’m going to have one! 

Pat: I didn’t like being in it and I took it off 
quick. 

Eileen (4 years): I went too. 
don’t like them. 

George: They aren't half funny, they’ve got a 
beak at the side and you poke your tongue out. 

George (five): We’ve all got our gas masks. 
Hitler told us to get them; he said we had got 
to or else there would be a war. 

Teacher: Who did Hitler tell ? 

George: He came to our house and told our 
Dad and our Dad told me. 

Teacher: Who is Hitler? 

George: He’s the wicked one. If there’s a war 
all the men will shoot, and the soldiers—they’ve 
got the barracks ready for them. 


Margaret (four): I cried when I had my gas 
mask on, I didn’t like it. 


I didn’t cry. I 


* 


. PEACE 


* 


and her Victories 


Peace and the innate brotherhood of man gave us the 


Co-operative movement, 


The provision of this link 


between the Idea and the World (and the means of 
changing it to a happier condition) is Peace’s greatest 


victory. 


iv was the realisation that victories must be secured on 
sound foundations which first taught the founders of 


modern co-operation that consumers’ co-operation has need 


of a manufacturing as well as a distributing end. So came 
about the Co-operative Wholesale Society. Today the C.W.S. 
through local co-operative societies is manufacturing and 
wholesaling goods to meet the needs of Britain’s eight million 


Cc o-operators. 


Are you among them ? 


You should be. 


Announcement of the Co-operative Wholesale Society Ltd. 


opinion. We can make it then the spear-;sponded in kind.” 

head of the great international peace This country had to drop the Ottawa 

movement. system, and what it had of advantage 
ought to be made available for the wel- 


the nation, 


|. Kiven occasion for discussion, 
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____PBACE NEWS 


NEWS from the FOUR CdRNERS 


HOME COUNTIES 

West Kent Kegion 
A RECENT public meeting held in Dart- 

ford was well attended and was 
addressed by Dr. Herbert Gray and Lord 
Arnold. A number of new contacts were 
made and good write-ups appeared in the 
local papers. 

Groups have been busy distributing 
literature rei@vant to the | crisis and selling 
Peace News. sib ae 

On October 1 the Medway Town Broupe 
had a poster parade to advertise a public 
meeting held in the Unitarian Church, 
Chatham, the following night. 

Gravesend group is preparing for a West 
Kent Regional Conference on October 22 


when representatives from all groups will 


Under the Oak Tree 


By THEO WILLS 
(on behalf of the Basque Fund) 


Interesting news about Basque House is 
accumulating and will follow in due course. 
For the present, here are further trans- 
lations of passages from the children's 
accounts of their holidays. 

* * m 

Marina Redriguez. My week’s holiday 
was very enjoyable. I realized the differ- 
ence between living in a colony of 62 chil- 
dren and in a house with one family. I like 
peace and quiet and therefore was glad, 
although I missed my sister, cousins, and 
friends. Moreover most of us are not accus- 
tomed to the way, very usual here, of living 
in one small house without many floors (or 
flats), and with little noise, and I at least 
found it strange. But anything we missed 
was compensated for by the attentions of 
our hosts. 

One day I went to London. I have visited 
this splendid capital several times, and, 
thanks to its movement, shop-windows, &c., 
I have never been bored for a moment. It 
reminds me of my life in our Motherland. 

I am not going to compare Bilbao with 
London, but, with a little imagination and 
willingness, I could find resemblances in the 

_ Streets, buildings, &c. Moreover, I always 
ask the names of the streets and sometimes 
J remember events which happened in them 
in the novels of Walter Scott. 

In fact. the week passed quickly. We all 
met again and came back laughing gaily to 
our house, where we told all that we had 
done—if there was anything we had not 
already told in the train! 

x * * 

Angel Diez. I left Basque House a day 
after the others. That day, alone in the 
house after seeing all my friends go away 
so cheerfuly, seemed a year. But the fol- 
lowing morning my adoptive father came 
for me in his car. 

We passed through Ipswich and then 
Norwich, which I liked better because of 
its fine castle, and arrived at Wroxham. 

This town was very small, but many 
people go to spend the summer there 
because there is a very beautiful river on 
which pass many pleasure boats. All this 
appealed to me very much. My adoptive 
father had hired a houseboat in which to 
spend the holidays. I was very glad te live 
there because I had never been accustomed 
to such an agreeable life. 

One day we went to Yarmouth. Here we 
saw a procession, which reminded me a 
little of our country which now must be 
so much destroyed. On the big beach there 
was such a crowd that it seemed people 
had come from alli parts of England to spend 
the day there. 

At length the day of our return arrived 
and I came back very grateful for all I 
had seen. I found all my friends had im- 
proved, a sign that they had had a good 
time. 


Orgent Need of 
BASQUE CHILDREN 


At this time of year many women are 
overhauling and restocking their linen 
cupboards. 

At Langham the cupboards have been 
overhauled but they have not been re- 


stocked. They are desperately short of 
sheets and pillowcases. Can you possibly 
help them? 


Have you a spare sheet or pillcwcase 
you could send them? Or can you afford 
to buy them any? 

If you can help will you send them with- 
out delay to Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. 


. * 

It has been suggested that the conclusion 
of . letter of thanks from the Basque chil- 
dren, put'iched last week, may have given 
a wrong impression, owing to a cut made for 


space reasons ; we would therefore make it 


clear that the letter ended with a renewed 
expression cf gratitude. 


have an opportunity of discussing the work 
of the region. 


LONDON 


Wimbledon and Raynes Park 

AT the group-meeting during the final 
week of crisis it was decided that the 

group should be split into smaller units for 

the purpose of more efficient discussion. 

and that there should also be meetings of 

team representatives to keep in touch and 


—, ool ideas. 
ese Siialler units might be able to 


eerie special work for the benefit of 
the group. This arrangement would ensure 
that they were prepared for future 
emergencies. 


MIDLANDS 

Northampton 
"THE Northampton group organized a 

churches’ demonstration in the Market 
Square recently with Will Harrison in the 
chair supported by the following ministers: 
the Revs. H. Slanville, H. W. Janisch, H. O. 
Evans, J. W. Edmundson, A. S. Hayes, and 
E. G. Walden. 

Several hundred people listened intently 
for nearly two hours to the case for con- 
structive pacifism. 

Rugby 

“We cannot ask Czechoslovakia to give 
up her interests while we remain the most 
favoured nation upon earth. By great sacri- 
fices now we may avoid the greater ones 
of war; and the nation would, we believe, 
be ready for these sacrifices. Britain should, 
therefore, announce her readiness to call 
an international conference including 
Germany on the lines suggested by the Van 
Zeeland Report.” 

This is an extract from a letter sent to 
the member of Parliament for the Rugby 
division. It was signed by forty electors, 
most of whom were PPU members. 
Wellingborough 

Speaking at a recent meeting, Mr. John 
Durey referred to the pacifist way out of the 
present situation. He said there were three 
alteratives: capitulation, war, and a third 
which Mr. Chamberlain had either not 
heard of or would not consider. They 
should get to the root causes of the disputes 
arising from Versailles which was the 
cancer in the living body of Germany. 


NORTH 


West Yorkshire Federation 
A‘ the quarterly meeting of the West 
Yorkshire Federation recently C. Ken- 
neth Frost, the federation chairman, 
stressed the challenge which the crisis had 
been to every pacifist to work even harder 
in the future in the cause to which they had 
put their hands. 

The three aims of PPU groups—education, 
fellowship, and propaganda—were all pro- 
minent in the reports of delegates from 
groups in the region, revealing solid pro- 
gress in the way of sustained activities of 
many kinds. 

There were over fifty present for the 
Mock Tribunal held after tea, when three 
“C.0’s” made “appeals for exemption ”— 
one presenting the religious, one the politi- 
cal, and one the woman’s viewpoint for 
refusal of war service—in an imaginary 
war which had broken out. 

Leeds 

The Leeds group called a special meet- 
ing for October 2 in connexion with the 
late crisis, when adequate witness was 
given to the strength of pacifist convictions, 
and the opinion expressed that the present 
time offered more scope for pacifist propa- 
ganda than at any earlier period. 

The monthly meeting held on October 7 
was also very well attended and was 
devoted mainly to a discussion on “The 
Pacifist Attitude to the Dictators,” in which 
the group split up into smaller. sections 
each with its own leader and reporter, who 
later announced the general conclusions 
reached by each section. Great stress was 
laid on the need for a world conference. 

Special efforts are being made to develop 
the system of smaller local discussion and 
study groups in the various districts of the 
city. 

At the moment groups meet regularly at 
Crossgates (two groups), Holbeck, Chapel- 
town, Headingley, and an Armley sub-group 
is to be formed. It is hoped that Leeds 
pacifists will assist in establishing further 


— 


GODALMING WEEK-END SCITIOOL 

The West London groups of the PPU are run- 
ning a week-end school at Hillside, Godalming, 
from October 15 to 17. Speakers will be William 
Hazleton on “Education for Peace and Democ- 
racy,” John Barclay on “Consolidation of Pacifist 
Activity,” and Li Nei-Chong (Chinese foreign 
correspondent) on “ Chinese Philpsophy.” These 
interested are urged to book up “s soon as possi- 
ble by writing direct to Miss Dighton at the Dick 
Sheppard Centre, 52 Queenswzy, London, W.2, 
and either asking for a form or enclosing 15s., 
the inclusive fee for the week-end Shorter 
periods can be arranged for but it is hoped that 
those who can will stay the whole time. 


sub-groups. 

The second of the series of fortnightly 
poster parades was held successfully and 
the next on October 15 will be devoted to 
advertising the forthcoming Parliamentary 
Pacifist Group’s Convention in Leeds. 
Volunteers for this and further parades are 
required and should communicate with J. 
Michael Rosenblum, 4 Grange Terrace, 
Leeds 7, ’phone 41704. 


NORTH-EAST 

Sunderland 
"THE Sunderland branch is holding a peace 

week early in the New Year. The 
chief attraction will be a peace exhibition 
and material or suggestions from anyone 
who has previously devised such an exhibi- 
tion will be welcomed. Write to Mr. S. G. 
Siddle, 10 Belvedere Road, Sunderland. 


NORTH-WEST 

Morecambe 

A T the meeting held to welcome the Rev. 
<* Ernest Foster (until recently chair- 
man of Glasgow group), members expressed 
their hopes of new and more effective work 
being done in Morecambe for the cause of 
pacifism. 

There are now five pacifist clergymen in 
Morecambe, four who are members of PPU 
and one member of the FoR. For a town 
of this size this is very encouraging. 

Plans are in hand for a Peace Shop during 
Armistice week and groups are studying 
Gregg’s Power of Non-Violence. 

Thanks to Glasgow PPU from Morecambe 
for the Rev. Ernest Foster. 

Penrith 

On October 2 Canon Stuart Morris 
addressed a meeting in Penrith. The Rev. 
Clifford Brown, Appleby Methodist Minis- 
ter, presided. 

Canon Morris said that peace was not 
something they could put in terms of sheets 
of paper bearing the signatures of two 
statesmen. It was an object to be achieved 
by the establishment of great Christian 
principles, by the personal contact of men 
with men, and by the appeal of conciliation 
and appeasement. 

They had got to break down economic 
and imperial privileges, and if they were 
going to go on calling themselves Christian 
people they had no right to expect cne of 
the newest and smallest nations in Europe 
to pay the bill which everyone in Europe 
had helped to accumulate. 


SCOTLAND 
Troon 


¥ ETTERS, postcards, and telegrams have 

been sent to the Prime Minister and 
to the member of Parliament stressing “ On 
no account war” and demanding a world) 
peace conference. 

Distribution of special regional literature 
on ARP, and on the need for a world con- 
ference, is being included on the general 
distribution of literature. 


SOUTH 


Hampshire Region 
TPHE first one-day school to be organized 
by the Hampshire Regional Commit- 
tee was held at Winchester on October 9. 
About twenty members attended from the 
following groups: Alton, Winchester, East- 
leigh, Southampton, Four Marks, and 
Andover. 


October 15, 1938 


fist movement during the last war, 
reminded the audience that during the 
years when Germany had asked for decent 
treatment, we had ignored her, it was only 


Waenr-an “upstart” arrived who “thumped 


the table,” that we Kad bean forced to listen. 
The only way out was our 0 willingness 
to share in the sacrifices which must b& 
made by the Powers if real peace was to 
be achieved. 


SOUTH-WEST 

Devizes 
A MEETING took place in the Town Hall 

on the day that Mr. Chamberlain 
announced Herr Hitler’s convening of the 
Four Power Conference in Munich, and 
such was the feeling about the crisis that 
the hall—the largest in the town—was 
packed to capacity. The speakers were 
applauded enthusiastically, and not one 
definitely anti-pacifist question was asked. 

Mr. Laurence Housman produced a crush< 
ing indictment of war as a method of 
settling disputes and Bruce Summer, a 
member of the Cotswold Bruderhof, urged 
the acceptance of a new spirit among men, 

Mr. Terence Lancaster. of Salisbury. 
pleaded that advantage should be taken of 
the present situation to call a new world 
conference at once. 

Salisbury 

A meeting was held on October 2 in St. 
Francis’ Hall, the chairman being Alder- 
man H. Medway. Despite the fact that 
interest in the crisis had abated, over 200 
people were present and appeared so satis- 
fied with the case presented that no ques- 
tions were asked. 

Mr. Terence Lancaster pointed out that 
the last war had achieved none of the 
results for which it was professedly fought, 
and that another war would end in the 
same way. Mrs. Phyllis Billington said 
that the translating of Christianity into 
terms of international politics would result 
in England becoming truly great, though 
her greatness would have nothing to do 
with bombing ’planes and poison gas. 

Mr. Nigel Spottiswoode dealt with 

ngland’s policy toward Germany since 
the War, and suggested that this country 
would have to make considerable economic 
sacrifices if she wanted to ensure peace. 

The PPU and the FoR groups here are 
cooperating in arranging a big peace week 
in November. Offers of assistance would 
be welcomed either by Mrs. H. Hurley, 
of “ Doverhay,” Paulsdene Road, Salisbury 
or Mr. Terence Lancaster, of 159 Castle 
Road, Salisbury. 


Thirty Children 
in Need 


MAJITH the coming of autumn and winter 

- the eighteen boys and twelve girls, 
for whom the War Resisters’ International 
is caring in the Spanish Children’s Home, 
Prats-de-Nollo, France, are in urgent need 
of warm clothing and strong boots. 

They have had no new clothes since they 
went to the home—nearly a year ago. Con- 
tributions for the purchase of such things 
as they need, or used garments still in 
reasonably good condition, would be grate- 
fully received: 

Which child will you clothe? 


Conducted by Mr. Roy Walker, the morn- Se 
ing session was devoted to methods of pro- Name vf foot Age Height 
paganda. ‘Groups’ activity in meetings,} 1. Maria Alvarez eo} 12 57 
demonstrations, selling Peace News, and} 2 Pilar Budria .. leis 2 12 53 
the rest must go with increasing vigour,” x Se a Sc . 4 ; oe 
said Mr. Walker. He stressed, however,! 5 Francisca Calahorra  7$ 5 44 
the propaganda value of the pacifist who| 6 Bianca Romaguera .. 7h 6 44h 
was pacifist in everything he did. Some| 7. Aurora Alvarez Oe 17 59 
pacifists might well do humanitarian work, a aE ae oie 98 a ae 
such as visiting hospitals or prisons. lofi ria Proce "40 16 63 

In the afternoon discussion was on pub-|11. Coucha Oca .. ey} 16 61k 
lic speaking. The region hopes to have|12 Santiaga Calahorra 10 13 58 
some members who will be able to speak BOYS 
at local meetings, and the session was to esting ed 8 tee 
give them some help in this. (Msorges Planae > a if ao 

Mr. G. C. Seager, regional chairman, pre-| 2. German Monters .. 84 10 51h 
sided at the sessions and carried out the| 3. Gregorio Calahorra 9 a oa 
organization. 4. Jaime Planas So 3) 

In the evening Mr. Walker addressed aj > Zomas Guillen coe? . ae, 

A 4 4 G. Miguel Romaguera .. 7h 6 444 

public meeting in Winchester. On the 7) EduardosSchauersamnn 8 10 48 
Saturday night he spoke at a meeting in| 8. Luis Schauer .. agg BLY] Mu 664 
conjunction with the Left Book Club. 9. Santos Vazquez .. 9 9 54 

For, the third time in a year PPU policy|}? Vicente Budria + «8 10 49 

di Fh ie h ill hall 1l. Vicente Calahorra .. 9 10 Sik 

was discussed recently in the village halllyy antonio Alvarez .. 9} 12 57h 
at Four Marks, near Alton. There was an! 13. Jaime Alvarez os «68h 9 49h 
attentive audience and they heard an|!4. Manuel Moreno 9 10 55 
address by Mr. Nigel Spottiswoode who 3 wy, Grediaga .. e 4 sts 
said that while this country was not at war;}17° Fernando Oca. 10) 14 BS 
it was not at peace. He advocated a world|1g Gustavo Grediaga .. 10} 15 655 


conference to settle economic and trading 
difficulties. The vicar (the Rev. P. Were) 


presided. 
SOUTH-EAST 
Bexhill 


A HUNDRED people gathered to hear Mr. 
James Hudson on October 3 in spite 
of bad weather conditions. 

Mr. Hudson. whose work is remembered 


gratefully by all who worked in the paci- 


Gifts of money and new clothing should 
be sent to the honorary treasurer, A. Ruth 
Fry, 11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. 
Articles of used clothing should be ade 
dressed: Messrs. Davies, Turner & Co., 
Ltd., Packing Department, Taylor's Build- 
ings, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, S.W.1, and 
marked “WRI—for Spain.” Please also 
advise the WRI at Enfield that your parcel 
has been sent. 
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October 15, 1928 


UP THE 
GARDEN 
PATH 
By 


BESOM 


NE of the neatest comments I have seen 

on the Munich agreement was a letter 
in News Review, suggesting that “when 
one makes a person a present of a third 
party's property the gift may be described 
as Munichicent.” 

There was also the man who offered a 
certain infirmary a_ thank-offering for 
peace of £1,000 to endow a bed in the name 
of Neville Chamberlain. Presumably he 
had taken to heart Mr. Chamberlain’s 
suggestion, when he returned from Munich, 
that we should now go to bed and “sleep 
quietly.” 


IT’S ONLY A RUMOUR 


I have much sympathy with the BBC's 
appeal to folk during the crisis not to pay 
attention to rumours. People keep stopping 
me on my way up the garden path to ask 
if it is true that the no-more-war pledge 
that Hitler and Chamberlain have signed 
is Dick Sheppard’s pledge. 

I have therefore enlisted the aid of my 
friend Mr. Briscoe, who is a member of the 
PPU and should therefore know, to explain 
that this (like certain other stories) is— 
only a rumour. 


iil oN 
ARMAMENTS 


ARE 


Mr. Chamberlain, thoroughly disillu- 

sioned, determines to work wisely for 

peace—resigns, and assists in PPU 

propaganda. (And why shouldn’t he 

carry sandwich boards? Dick Sheppard 
did.) 


READY, AYE READY 


The elderly lady on the bus pointed to the 
ARP shelters in Hyde Park and asked the con- 
ductor, “ What are they building there?” 

The conductor replied: ** War memorials, lady, 
before the fighting starts.” 


-—Reader’s story in the Evening Standard. 


REALLY, YOUR LORDSHIP! 


With regard to Lord Strabolgi’s sugges- 
tion (that there should be RAF women 
pilots) he (Lord Swinton) said he could 
not agree that a fighting formation, such 
as the reserve would be, should recruit 
women pilots. War was a beastly enough 
thing, and he did not want to add to it. 

—Daily Herald. 


G.B.S. IS AFRAID 


Man is the only animal of which I am 
thoroughly and cravenly afraid. 

I never thought much of the courage of a 
lion tamer. Inside the cage he is at least 
free from other men. There is not much 
harm in a lion. 

He has no ideals, no religion, no chivalry, 
no gentility; in short no reason for destroy- 
ing anything that he does not want to eat, 

—GEeEorGE BERNARD SHaw, 


THIS WAY TO PEACE 


lf people only spoke on subjects on which 
they were qualified to speak, the world would 
be filled with a profound and dignified silence. 
-—Mr. W. S. Morrison. 

Our tea and tobacco civilization is threatened 
with collapse! 

Tea, like tobacco, was brought to England 
from the heathen; why continue with those 
pagan practices? Have we become such slaves 
to heathen rites that the New Testament means 
nothing to us? 

lf we cut out both those vices the war-drums 
would sound like toys.—Letter in the Bulletin. 

Every time a woman buys a new hat and a 
man falls in love with her in that hat, she is 
striking a blow for peace, security, contentment. 
-—Mr. Godfrey Winn. in Sunday Express. 


That should silence those people who 
keep on asking “ which way to peace?” 


jists, for instance. 
; pretty busy if I protested every time some- 


PEACE NEWS 


During the absence of the Editor, who 
is on holiday, this feature is being written 
by the Acting Editor. 


JYIANY readers have been entertained by 

"the series of cartoons on this page by 
E. E. Briscor, depicting imaginary ‘Per- 
adventures of Peace News.” VY was sur- 
prised however, to receive three protests 
against the one which appeared a fortnight 
ago, showing a convict telling a chaplain 
that a copy of Peace News—called by the 
chaplain “that misguided publication”—had 
been given to him “by a visitor, who hap- 
pens to be a Christian.” 


One critic finds “bitterness and cynic- 
ism” in the drawing, while another admits 
there is a great deal of truth in it, but con- 
siders it “more likely to antagonize people 
than to win them over.” A third thinks we 
invite readers to draw the inference “that 
all who are not members of the Peace 
Pledge Union are not Christians,” and finds 
us “self-righteous.” 


Further, “on the understanding that 
the cartoon represents the attitude of all 
members of the PPU tto all non- 
members,” he has cancelled his order for 
Peace News and says he is relinquishing 
his interest in PPU activities. 


Members of the PPU will. of course, 
realize that these cartoons are not intended 
to represent their attitude toward anything 
in particular. How could they. indeed? 
There is no orthodoxy among PPU mem- 
bers, except that they all renounce war; 
that fact in itself makes life exciting for 
the Editor of Peace News—his readers find 
something to disagree with in the paper 
every week! 


I respect my correspondents’ sincerity, 
and realize that many ministers of religion 
are among the finest advocates of our 
cause, but I do feel that my critics credit, 
at any rate, most non-pacifists with too 
much readiness to take offence and too 
little sense of humour. 


Others besides non-pacifists find them- 
selves the butt of other people's humour 
(and even humourless attacks): journal- 
But I should be kept 


one attacked my profession. As it is, a 
verse I often recite (despite the fact that 


I'm not sure whether the words are correct) 
runs: 
You cannot bribe. corrupt, or twist, 
Thank God, the British journalist. 
But, seeing what the fellows do 
Unbribed. there's no occasion to. 


True to Life 


WHILE on the subject of these cartoons, 

it is of interest that Mr. Briscoe's 
cartoon last week was based on the experi- 
ence of a friend of his who has a shopin... 
perhaps I’d better not say where. The 
shopkeeper, a PPU member, disp!ays paci- 
fist posters in his window and sells some 
copies of Peace News. 


Recently he had a poster relating to 
ARP. One of the rich femal: “ne’er co 
anythings” so numerous i_ the district saw 
it and .seems to have been stricken with 
uneasiness of the riinc. 


“She went into the shop,” Mr. Briscoe 
told me, “and asked my friend if he sold 
newspapers. 


““No,’ said he, ‘I only frame, and sell 
pictures.’ Then, as an afterthought, he 
added, ‘I dispose of a few copies of Peace 
News. 


“She said: ‘Precisely. That is what I 
want,’ and then she made the request, or 
gave the order, for special folding fo hide 
the title. 


“The retort is, needle.; to say, my own: 
and I only wish I could have been there to 
give it to the ‘lady’ personally.” 


Disheartening 


OR years we have been insisting that 
pacifism doesn’t only mean “we wont 
fight,” but that it involves good will ex- 
pressed through a positive policy. What 
can we do, then, on reading words such as 
the following from Hugh Redwood’s article 
in the News Chrozicle last week: 

This crisis has shown that pacifism is not 
enough. Pacifism is too passive: peace 
demands something more positive. 

The only remedy is to increase the circu- 
lation of Peace News so much that such 
statements will be recognized as absurd. 


On the other hand, it is encouraging to 
find that our ideas are permeating the most 


Peradventures of “Peace News’—No. 9 


as oe 


“This be a grand paper, Mr. Barclay, sir: an’ it do make I wonnerful peaceful : 
but, lor, sir, it do seem to make you all full 0’ beans.” 


Drawn by E. E. BRISCOE. 


Guom the Editorial Chaix 


unlikely quarters. Thus The Limes 
reported on Friday last that the feeling 
seemed to be growing that the Spanish war 
would end “not on the battlefield but in 
the council chamber.” That choice otf 
method has been urged for some.time now 
in the very same words, in Peace News 
ar.] elsewhere. by the Rev. Henry Carter. 
one of the Sponsors of the PPU. 


Pleasing Both ? 


LONDON reader, J. ATKINSON, sends me 

a photograph of his house. showing a 
poster, “Pacifism is a Practical Policy” 
attached to the garden gate. 

“ At last,” he says. “ the poster can neither 
annoy supporters of the Government (for 
is not Mr. CHAMBERLAIN the Peace-keeper?) 
nor the Left Book Club, since we can get 
on with the job of improving the lot of the 
worker (for he is still with us instead of 
being a corpse).” 


Aftermath 


"THE Munich Agreement, like everything 

else, is giving rise to witticisms. Thus 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN’S words, “I believe it is 
peace for our time,” brings the rejoinder, 
“And how long is thdt?”—meaning, of 
course, “How short!” 


At any rate, we have the assurance of 
Hitler that Germans will be able to “enjoy 
Christmas in peace.” 


Has Lost All 


RESPONSIBILITY rests with pacifists in 

this country, where we may still pro- 
fess our faith openly, to help in whatever 
way we can those in other lands not so 
fortunately placed. 

In this connexion a reader tells me she 
has promised to try and help, through the 
PPU, a distressed friend—an Austrian who, 
with his wife, has suffered the loss of all 
things for the faith called pacifism. He is 
a member of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national and has studied at New York 
High School, Cooper Union Institute and 
Columbia University. 

Besides being a journalist and author, he 
is a translator in eight languages. Now he 
is destitute. 

Gifts, great or small. should be sent to 
Kathleen Hoskin, 2 Quintrel Road, New- 
quay, Cornwall. or she can supply the 
address of the person in question. 


Waiting for a Lead 


{ FTER some time in the USA, Miss 

Preccy SMITH is now in Switzerland, 

from where she writes to the Editor. 

While in America she met GeraLp HEsrp; 
I hope next week to print her description 
of some lectures given by him which she 
attended. She writes: 

W. J. Jorpan, High Commissioner for New 
Zealand, and President of the League Council. 
said to me in Geneva the other day: “What 
we need is un international Pentecost—to give 
to every nation according to its need!” In 
America not long ago Gerald Heard said: 
“Crisis 1s the code-word for opportunity.” 

I think Roosevelt believes that toc. and the 
American peace movement is very much 
awake, as I expect you found, and if they have 
not thought of it already they would probably 
act if appealed to by peace leaders in England. 


He Knows 


AST week I gave extracts from two 
letters testifying to the value of this 
newspaper. Here is another, written from 
an ex-Service man to a friend who sends 
him the paper: 

My mind is made up, I shalt have nothing 
whatever to do with the ARP or arything else 
that means preparation for war. I had enough 
of the last war. I was a regular soldier when 
that last war broke out. 

The sights, and the suffering of some of my 
chums, will linger in my mind until my life's 
end. I am sure that there is a great number 
of my chums, of the same opinion as myself, 
especially those who, through illness. brought 
on by war service, are unemployed and without 
a pension. 

Look at the promises that were made to us: 
we were told to put our backs to the wall and 
fight, and then we should return to a land fit 
for heroes to live in. 

What a state this good earth of God’s is 
getting into, nothing but turmoils, but while 
dictators and nations envy one another of 
their possessions there cannot possibly be 
peace for long in any country until all 
countries work together. 

The man who wrote this lives in Notting- 
ham and needs work. Any offers should be 
sent to Miss WinirreD M. Boyce, “ River 
View,” Lower Ham Road, Kingston-on- 
Thames. 


i 
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Group Notes 


A BIRD’S-EYE 


EVENTS move so quickly, and being too 

close to see the shape they are taking, 
it is necessary for us to get a long view, or 
better still a bird’s-eye view. 

Last Friday I flew to Jersey to join 
Canon Morris in a series of meetings 
organized by a small band of active paci- 
fists on the island. It was not my first 
flight but my longest. 

Owing to head winds we took fifty 
minutes longer than the scheduled time 
and I wished that we could have gone on 
for days. Most of the journey was in 
sunshine, half the time above the clouds 
with an occasional break through, giving a 
glimpse of the sea. 

My first impression was of the vulgarity 
of the spoilt country-side round London 
and the sprawling ribbon-development 
everywhere. If every builder could be 
made to view his devilry from the air only 
those with cast-iron souls could face their 
fellows. 

{ understood too how easy it was for a 
man in an aeroplane to drop a bomb on 
an undefended town. He only sees a puff 
of smoke and cannot hear the screams or 
visualize the tragic results of his actions. 
The only way to realize it is for the builder 
and the pilot to change places, then they 
would both revolt. 


s * * 


I am writing these notes above the 
English Channel. We are steadily climb- 
ing to get above the clouds. Somewhere 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


New Signatures to the 
Peace Pledge— 
Will Group Leaders receiving 
these please check that they are 
LEGIBLE and COMPLETE 


before passing them on to 
Headquarters 7 


PEACE 


NEWS 


Eby John Barclay 


VIEW 


below on a ship is Stuart Morris. 

We have left behind us a united group 
of pacifists inspired by the words of Canon 
Morris, who preached two amazingly fine 
sermons last Sunday. The first was at St. 
Paul’s Church, St. Helier, and the second 
in the evening at the Methodist Church. 
Large congregations heard him both times. 
They will be a long time forgetting what 
he said. 

I was: selling Peace News outside the 
church in the morning as the people came 
out and overheard some comments! No, 
they will not easily forget (much as some 
of them would like to!) 

I hope that from the contacts we have 
made and from all the good work put in 
l by the few who worked so hard before we 
came the new committee will spread their 
influence until it covers the Channel 
Islands, 

So the work goes on. It is not only 
Neville Chamberlain who flies for peace 
and perhaps ours will be of a more lasting 
vamety. 


NATIONAL BOOK FAIR 


This year the fair is to be held at Earl’s 
Court between November 4 and 2l. We 
have a central stall and shall need help 
to “man” it. The hours each day are 
from 12 noon till 8.30 p.m., except for Wed- 
nesdays and Saturdays, when they are 
extended to 9.30 p.m. 

I have been asked to take over the 
arrangements and would be glad to hear 
from those willing to give hours, days, 
or evenings. Qualifications necessary: 
(a) Sound pacifist principles. (b) An 
ability to deal with every kind of ques- 


‘tion. (c) An unfailing good humour. 


FREE LITERATURE 


The Literature Department asks me to 
draw attention once again to the fact that 
leaflets purchased for free distribution are 
not returnable. A little reflection will 
'show how impracticable it is to expect 
this, and more care in ordering will save 

; expense both ends as well as reduce the 
‘already heavy work of this department. 


Mectings 
Charllon.—Open-air mectings at 3.30 p.m. 
every Sunday in Church Lane, Charlton 
Village, S.E.7. 
Birmingham.—Open-air meetings in the Bull 
Ring from 1 p.m. to 2.15 p.m. on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 


Groups are invited to send names and 
addresses of people (pacifists or others) within 
easy reach of the City, who might be persuaded 
to attend a meeting addressed by Lord Ponsonby, 
George Lansbury, and Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence on 
October 25, to City PPU Group, 13 Paternoster 
Row, E.C.4. Volunteers to act as stewards should 
present themselves at the Memorial Hall, Far- 
ringdon Street (near Ludgate Circus) at 6 p.m., 
sending in as soon as possible a promise to do so. 


Poster Parades 


Join the relay poster parade from Uxbridge 
to Regent Street today (Saturday). Depart 
Friends’ Meeting House, Uxbridge, 3.10 p.m. 
Depart Friends’ Meeting House, Ealing, 7.20 p.m. 


London members, reserve Saturday, November 
12 for biggest poster parade ever. 


Slough.—Volunteers required on October 22. 
Meet at*3 p.m. at the Baptist Church, Windsor 
Road, 


There ,will be no parades from 96 Regent 
Street today. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 


Southend.—Volunteers for Saturdays. Write’ 
D. Cort, 112 Hainault Avenue, Westclilf-on-Sea. 


Hull.—Write to B. A. Watson, 115 Beverley 
Road, Hull 


Carditf.—Meet on Fridays and Saturdays at 
Peace Stall, Central Market. Assistance also 
required to keep stall open on Thursdays, Fri- 
days and Saturdays. Write Miss E. M. Bush, 
15 Romilly Road, Canton, Cardiff. 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.—Every Saturday at 3.30 
p.m. Meet at Friends’ Meeting House, Pilgrim 
Street. 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 
street selling every Friday (4.30—8.30 p.m.) for 
hour or more. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 3, Innage 
Road, Northfield, Birmingham. 


Miscellaneous 

Kingston members wisn to thank all contri- 
butors to their slamp scheme who sent no names 
and in particular the sender of a box of old 
coins. They would be grateful if collections 
could be continued ana sent from time to time 
to Miss F. Campbell, c/o The Peace Book Shop, 
15 Penrhyn Road, Kingston-on-Tnames. It 
helps if Foreign Colonials are kept separate 
from English. 


Chiswick group will be open today to receive 
clothes and material for holbies for the Basque 


by CLIVE BELL 
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children at Langham. Contributions may be 
left at 95 Park Ruad, Chiswick, between 3 p.m, 
and 7 p.m. 

About sixteen Nottingham members are spend- 
ing the weekend of November 12 at “The 
Briars,” Crich, Derbyshire. If any others would 
care to join the party they should write to 
Muriel Noble, 128 Rolleston Drive, Nottingham. 


Mass Selling of 
“Peace News” 


DESPITE very wet weather, 170 volun- 

teers took part in the mass selling of 
Peace News on October 8. At one time 
there were over 100 sellers between Picca- 
dilly Circus and the Charing Cross Road 
end of Cranbourne Street. 

Nearly one thousand copies were sold 
each of which contained a leaflet advertis- 
ing the City group's big meeting on Octo- 
ber 25. 

As the general opinion was that the 
scheme had been well worth while we in- 
tend to extend the idea and organize a mass 
selling outside each of the main line rail- 
way termini on different Friday evenings. 

In this way, we can bring Peace News 
very definitely to the notice of thousands 
more people who would never really 


‘notice the casual seller. 


It is intended to start with London 
Bridge Station on November 4. Peace News 


jis regularly sold outside this station and 


by one mass selling with, say fifty volun- 
teers, we might well double the number sold 
on subsequent weeks. A slip will be in- 
serted in each copy indicating that 
Peace News is regularly sold outside the 
station. 


We shall be glad if those who can take 
part will send their names to PPU head- 
quarters, 96 Regent Street. London, W.1, as 
soon as possible, stating the earliest times 
they will be able to start during the even- 
ing rush hour. Detailed instructions will 
appear in Peace News later. 

Names are also required for Liverpool 


Street Station on November 18. 
D. L. 
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LARGER ISSUES FOR THE PEACE 
PLEDGE UNION 


At a discussion held by our local Peace 

Pledge Union group recently, I spoke 
of the necessity to go further than merely 
spreading peace propaganda. 

It is my opinion that the mission of the 
PPU covers larger issues. We all agree that 
war must be abolished, but we must show 
how it can be done. By merely saying 
that the world needs a fairer distribution 
of raw materials we just state an obvious 
fact, but we want more than this. We 
want a policy which is positive—we know 
that while vested interests remain, and 
while the labour of the people is exploited 
for private profit, the present evils of 
envy and strife will remain. 

We know that we must have a state of 
society which will be free of the ever- 
present bugbear of insecurity and actual 
want. We know also that the present 
“ruling orders” will not voluntarily give 
up their “ possessions ” to further the cause 
of peace. 

Dominions, colonies, mandated _ terri- 
tories, &c., represent to these people, not 
sources of raw materials, but sources of 
income through exploitation. We know 
how sweated labour in the Bombay cotton 
mills affects our own workers in Lanca- 
shire, and many more instances of a like 
eharacter. 

The question is—how are we of the PPU 
going to rid the world of these evils? 
We must of necessity, strive to overthrow 
the present vicious system. We must, 
through the ballot box, help to put in 
power those men and women who believe 
not only in peace, but in the only policy 


that can ensure peace—the abolition of 
vested interests and exploitation. 

We must give the people a lead by show- 
ing that we are willing to do more than 
merely talk peace. 

Our only hope of permanent peace is 
to remove the causes of war and we can 
only do this by uprooting once and for all 
the pernicious money-grabbing system 
which operates over eighty percent of the 
world today. 


A. LETHBRIDGE. 
36 Green ane, Hillingdon, Middlesex. 


Now that the danger of immediate war is past 
it behoves us to think and to act quickly in 
establishing real and permanent peace. 

Since the first cause of war is social rather 
than international, we have to solve our internal 
problems as a prelude to international peace. 

The British Medical Association perceived this 
when they advocated the distribution of essential 
foods from great food centres throughout the 
country. The “ Milk-in-Schools” scheme is a 
partial adoption of this policy—with what good 
results is already becoming apparent. 

A turning point has arrived in the history of 
the world when it is no longer necessary for a 
man to devote all his energies in providing food 
for his family. That he continues to do so, is a 
reflection in our social system, which allows of 
profit-makin: at the expense of national well- 
being. 

Let us hear more »f the BMA’s proposals since 
they offer ..s a way out—a way of releasing the 
energies of our people from the dreary problem 
of merely keeping alive. 

Not until that problem is solved can we have 
healthy bodizs and minds; not until then will 
we have either the time or the energy to con- 
centrate on the larger moral issues of world 
peace and j-stice to all mankind. 


H. L NUWS. 
“ Glasfryn,” Dolwyddelan, North Wales. 


After Munich: Our Opportunity 


We continue to receive many letters on the opportunity now facing 


the pacifist iovement. 


WE have seen so many sensational press 
posters lately that I have looked for- 

ward ‘to Peace News with its cool and 

collected articles on the situation. 

All pacifists, 1 think, will agree that the 
Munich conference marks a victory for 
pacifism in so far as the procedure adopted 
is the one we have always advocated, viz.: 
settlement of all politicians’ quarrels by 
arbitration and, for my part, this is the 
point I am stressing and shall keep on 
siressing to those who believe that in cer- 
tain circumstances war is justified, while 
they are still fresh to the scare they had 
auring the week. 

Once we can get people to realize that 
might of arms is unnecessary and ruinous 
financially, they are more ready to agree 
that it is madness continuing to spend 
money on trying to impress the potential 
enemy of the moment that you have the 
most deadly gas when you know that it 
can only bring forth as damaging a reprisal. 

Many must have felt that, after all, the 
knowledge that for every two children 
killed this side our rearmament would en- 
able us to kill four elsewhere, is an appal- 
ling situation to have to face, but modern 
warfare means this. Yes, indeed, this is 
the psychological moment for the alterna- 
tive of pacifism to be submitted. 

I am making every effort to push the 
saie of the pacifists’ paper but do not find 
a willing response from the newsagents 
themselves. Determinted to achieve this 
end,*I now ask my newsagent to buy a 
number of copies (as many as I can afford) 
and to display them; then, whatever 
copies remain unsold by the end of the 
week I buy for myself. So far, it is very 
encouraging to find that every week a few 
more copies have been sold and the week 
before last on Saturday evening they were 
sold out, and my newsagent is buying some 
on his own. 

A SIGNATORY OF THE PPU. 


Chamberlain did one excellent thing. He 
penetrated the German front. He got a 
pact signed by Hitler and himself, not in 
obscurity, but in the sight of the common 
people, who hear such things gladly. It is 
now the job of the common people to go 
on with this peaceful penetration. 

There are a few things in this connexion 
which the pacifist should remember. 

Firstly, it is desirable to dispense with that 
rather mean spirit. which condemns those whose 
ideology differs frowt-our own. 

Secondly, we must remember historical per- 
spective, and not be led away blindly by the idea 
that every small country in the world is suffer- 
ing martyrdom and every big country is bullying 


The following is a further selection of exiracts. 


the loser. Small countries do suffer, but i.. many 
cases they have been created by historical events 
which in themselves sowed the seeds of future 
disintegration. The pacifist must aim at the 
restoration of justice in Europe and in other 
parts of the world. 

Lastly, it would be well if thousands upon 
thousands of happy young English folk could be 
induced to visit the homesteads, towns and vil- 
lages of Europe, carrying to France, Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, as 
well as the less limelit nations, just simple 
humour and friendliness. 

The International Friendship League, the 
Workers’ Travel Association, and various 
other bodies are always booking up recipro- 
cal visits between Britain and _ the 
Continent. 

As a local president of the IFL, I will do 
my bit to persuade larger and larger parties 
to go and to suggest more and more invita- 
tions to young folk abroad to come here 
and enjoy themselves. 

Can some other pacifist join in a con- 
certed effort at “personal peaceful pene- 
tration” ? 

A. STEPHEN NOEL. 

42 Woodcote Road, Wanstead, E.11. 


While we all feel gratitude and relief that the 
terrible shadow of world war is no longer 
imminent let us beware of claiming that as a 
triumph of the principle of negotiation as against 
that of force. It was not. 

One of the two parties chiefly concerned was 
not represented at all at Munich The method 
adopted by Mr. Chamberlain and M. Daladier, 
no less than by Herr Hitler, was dictation to the 
weaker party under the threat of force, a method 
as immoral as that of actual warfare, and en- 
tailing much of the horror of war, the flight of 
thousands of Czechs and non-nazi Germans 
before the threat of the concentration camp, or 
worse. 

Moreover, it can be prophesied with certainty 
that before long those who remain will regret 
their loss of democratic liberties even more 
bitterly than the Austrians already regret their 
“ liberation.” 

However, we have been given a breathing- 
space, and an unexampled opportunity to press 
for a policy of real conciliation and settlement 
by negotiation, on lines proposed by Wilfred 
Wellock and others in your October 1 issue. And 
here there is one point, as it seems to me, which 
we of the PPU should put forward with all the 
insistence of which we are capable, and that is 
that no settlement can be achieved so long as the 
world is divided. into “ haves” and “have-nots.” 

We must popularize the idea that the whole 

system of exclusive national ownership of colonial 
territories and sources of raw materials can and 
must be superseded, and that we must begin by 
handing over the non-self-governing parts of our 
empire, not to Hitler, but to a genuinely inter- 
national authority on which the natives should 
have the largest representation. 


SCOTT BAYLISS. 
31 Epping New Road, Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 


The crisis and its immediate repercussions bring 


out very clearly one most important lesson for 
pacifists and that is the necessity for absolute 
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renunciation of war as a method of settling dis- 
putes. 

So long as it is retained in the mind, however 
remotely, as a possible solution, then we are 
bound to have this constant quibbling by states- 
men, politicians, and churchmen as to what does, 
and what does not, present a just and good cause 
for its use. 

The Duff Coopers and Lord Lloyds were quite 
justified in their criticisms as they, and men like 
them, have a strong belief in war and we can 
hardly blame them for protesting at what they 
consider an affront to dignity, prestige, and 
honour. 

Militarists, pacifists, Christians, pagans, have 
all contributed toward the public opinion which, 
in the present instance, has rejected war. That 
public opinion, however, has not renounced the 
war method and we can be quite sure that it 
holds reservations in its mind as to when the war 
method should be put into action. 

The task for the pacifist is to urge that unless 
and until the war method is renounced, govern- 
ments will be taced with ever-recurring crises, 
one of which will prove to be “ the end.” 


S.C. W. GILL. 
“ Winsford.” 55 Pembury Avenue, 
Worcester Park, Surrey. 


Lessons from the crisis: 

That the people hate war if they do not love 
and work for peace. 

That air raid precautions did not do even the 
one thing hoped of them (prevention of panic) on 
the contrary they created mass hysteria. 

That it costs 10s. 6d. to keep a child. That the 
unemployed have to keep a child for 2s.6d. That 
money is no object where war expenditure is 
concerned. 

That if the country would only sacrifice and 
work for peace as we saw it was prepared to do 
for war we should have peace indeed. 

That when Chamberlain visits Hitler he is a 
national hero and Saviour of the peace. That 
when Lansbury visits Hitler he is only a silly 
old man to expect any change from the dictators. 

That I can now defend my pacifism not only 
on religious and humanitarian grounds but on 
political grounds. 

That the advocator of more and more arma- 
ments would not be my choice for the * Nobel” 
prize. 

That Czechoslovakia has made a great sacrifice. 
that her fate is infinitely better than that of 
China, Abyssinia, and Spain which countries have 
resisted aggression. 

That sympathy for the vanquished is stronger 
if less vocal than the cheering for the victor. 

That the crisis gave us a splendid opportunity 
for propaganda. That we are stronger for the 
experience and have some idea with what we 
shall have to contend if and when our pacifism 
is put to the test. 


A. J. SPARKES., 
“ Moorage,” Victoria Road, Clacton-on-Sea. 


HITLER’S AIMS 


The author of “Public Affairs Commentary ” 
is becoming increasingly sympathetic to nazism 
and increasingly intolerant of non-pacifist demo- 
crats. The attack launched on the Left move- 
ment over the leaflet The Hitler Menace might 
well have appeared in Action. 

As a pacifist one cannot wholly agree with 
such a pamphlet, but to dismiss it as “solely 
dependent upcn public ignorance for its influence 
on opinion” is to give way to criminal and 
foolish hysteria. 

It is not reasonable to shut one’s eyes to the 
freely confessed intention of Hitler to build a 
European and African Empire just because one 
doesn't want to fight Germans. Your contributor 
not only does this but he attempts to justify 
those acts of aggression he cannot dismiss as 
myths. Fear of war must not drive us from 
reason. “Peace” hysteria is as dangerous as 
war hysteria. 

Does your contributor think Hitler was really 
interested in the misfortunes of the Sudeten 
Germans (which was the best treated minority 
in Europe)? Does Hitler's treatment of the non- 
Aryan minorities of Germany suggest such a soft 
heart? 

Is your contributor naive enough to accept 
the Fuehrer’s “assurance” of non-aggression 
after his promise to respect Austria’s inde- 
pendence? Does not Mein Kampf reveal plainly 
enough Hitler's intentions against USSR and 
France and the colonial section of the British 
Empire? 

Aggression exists The pacifist must prepare 
for it by training and experimenting in non- 
violent resistance before it is too late. 


MAURICE CRANSTON 
4 Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 


SACCO AND VANZETTI 


Your review>r M-. P. Pitman, in writing of 
Eugene Lyons’s Assignment in Utopia (Peace 
News, October 1), incidentally refers to Nicola 
Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti as “two self- 
confessed Bolsheviks who had been electrocuted 
for political offences.” 

In simple justice to this pair of remarkable, 
and in my view noble and innocent men, may 
I point out that they were never Bolsheviks but 
—that very different thing — philosophical 
anarchists, 2nd also that they were electrocuted 
under the most painful circumstances not for 
any political offences at all (they were never 
charged with such, though their political views 
were used to create prejudice against them) but 
for their alleged complicity in a robbery and 
murder with which, in the opinion of a great 
number of very well known and highly intelli- 
gent men and women the world over, it is 
inconceivable that they should have had any- 
thing to do. 

Vanzetti at any rate speci-zally declared him- 
self an “anti-Marxist socialist,” and at all times 
spoke and wrote vigorously against war and the 
use of violence. Mr. Pitman’s description is in 
fact such a travesty of the truth that I can only 
hope that he will seek to make penance by 
reading, say, The Letters of Sacco and Vanzetti, 
to discover there the real character of the men 
he so incongruously libels. 


GEOFFREY WEST. 
The Cardinal’s Hat, 6 Holywell, Oxford. 


Labour and Pacifism 


Me” 1 be aliowed to supplement Mr. H. T. 
Herne’s forbearing but inadequate reply 
(Peace News, Ociober 8) to V. Wilson’s “astonish- 
ing statement” that Keir Hardie supported the 
last war. 

The Independent Labour Party, led by Keir 
Hardie, had always been anti-militarist and, 
unlike some other types of British socialists, had 
consistently rejected the “Citizen Army” idea. 
For years previously Hardie had been the untiring 
advocate at International Socialist Congresses, ot 
the general strike against war. 

It was with the burden of the knowledge that 
the International Socialist movement had lament- 
ably failed, that he, having taken his stand against 
the war in parliament, journeyed to his con- 
stituency to address a meeting. This was on 
August 6, 1914 and he found the large hall 
packed by Conservatives and Liberals who had 
combined to prevent his getting a hearing. 

He spoke for half-an-hour to a pandemonium 
of bell ringing. singing of “ Rule Britannia,” “ God 
Save the King,” &c. It was reported that through 
the din he was heard to refer to the German 
workers as good kind-natured people. He was 
followed by a hooting mob to the home of an 
ILP friend. 

Hardie was a sensitive man already far worn 
by his selfless and unstinting service for social- 
ism. He died in October, 1915, but his spirit lived 
on in the ILP and when conscription came the 
following year his disciples were facing the 
“Tribunals” and passing into prison as “ COs.” 


P. A. SKINNER. 
19 Milton Chambers, S.W.10. 


Might I say to H. T. Herne that for so much 
that happened during the vivid four years of 
calculated barbarism twenty years ago I rely 
necessarily upon my memory. ‘ 

Keir Hardie, like so many occupants of pulpits 
throughout the land, helpeA recruiting. The 
ignominious record of the Labour Party during 
that period is known to all. 

It is just a sombre fact in the tragic history 
of the working class who always march out to be 
slaughtered in interests other than their ewn. 

V. WILSON. 

36 Brown Lane, Heald Green, Cheshire. 


H. T. Herne is quite right. V. Wilson cannot 
“substantiate his astonishing statement” about 
Keir’s support of the war, because it simply is 
not true. Let him read the Life, by Stewart, and 
he will find that from first to last his position was 
the same as that of Lord Morley and John Burns, 
both of whom resigned from the Cabinet in 
protest. 

He stood against most of his colleagues in the 
matter, and toward the end was deeply wounded 
when one of his oldest friends broke with him 
for no other reason. He visited France in hope 
of moving socialists there to try to stop it, but 
returned owning sadly that it was useless, as they 
all said nothing could be done while German 
troops were in the country. The larger Labour 
Party supported the war, but the ILP did not, 
and its founder never. 

T. FLOWER MILLS. 

Cheltenham. 


I agree with very much of the criticism of the 
Labour Party by Mr. Wilson in his letter in your 
issue of October 1. I must, however, correct ene 
statement in the letter, which is a reflection on 
the memory of a really great socialist lover of 
peace. 

When he says that Keir Hardie with the Labour 
Party supported the last war he is wrong. It 
is correct to say that some of the Labour mem- 
bers of the Labour Party joined the Government 
and went on recruiting platforms to aid the “ war 
to end war,” but it is not true as far as Keir 
Hardie is concerned. 

He opposed it from the start and I remember 
quite distinctly that after speaking at a meeting 
at which he spoke against the war in his own 
constituency of Merthyr Tydfil he was followed 
down the street after the meeting by an angry 
jingo crowd and was in danger of receiving injury 
at their hands. I believe it is also generally con- 
sidered by those who knew him well that the 
War hastened his death. It was the grief and 
sorrow he felt at the triumph of the spirit of 
militarism, the tragedy of the War that had I 
think a great deal to do with his early death. 

I believe I am also correct in saying that one 
issue of his weekly paper, The Labour Leader, 
came out with the front page blank; the censor 
not allowing the printing of a portion of the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

I think, however, with your correspondent that 
it is a tragedy today that certain Labour leaders 
seem to think it is possible to stop fascism and 
overthrow the aggressors by war. 

H, EDWIN TOMLIN. 

Green Bank, Ryll Grove, Exmouth. 


Mr. Halsall (Peace News, October 1) is so 
righteously indignant at the prospect of 3} mil- 
lion Germans being given an opportunity of doing 
what the vast majority of them want to do that I 
wonder whether he regards democracy as desir- 
able anywhere. 

Granting that he believes these 3} million Ger- 
mans—with a million or two Hungarians and 
Poles thrown in—should be ruled without being 
consulted, yet I am amazed that he should talk 
of tyranny in Italy, Germany, Spain, and Austria 
without mentioning the place where these millions 
tive. 

As a fellow socialist of Mr. Halsall's I share his 
indignation at the ill-treatment of thousands of 
our brothers in fascist States and in Russia, 
Britain, France, Africa, America, India and every- 
where, but I can still see no reason why we should 
begin to ill-treat, maim, poison, roast, and mur- 
der a thousand million more. 

Because the economic systems of the world do 
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LETTERS—continued. 
not suit me it seems a poor sort of remedy to 
blow all the oppressed to blazes. 

Let Mr. Halsall solicit the opinions of his down- 
trodden friends in Germany as to whether they 
would like me to express my sympathy by drop- 
ping a few bombs on their wives, or creeping up 
some night and cutting their throats. Halsall 
and Hitler have queer ways of showing sympathy. 

1 doubt their socialism. A capitalist loves him- 
self, a fascist loves his tribe, a socialist loves 
humanity. 

Hitler calls himself a socialist, so does Mr. 
Halsall, so do countless other Labour men—but 
they only love their tribe. Mr. Halsall’s tribe 
acre workers’ leaders—not workers. He would 
willingly have the workers murdered to make 
the world safe for workers’ leaders. That is the 
bee in the bonnet of the Labour Party. 

No, Mr. Halsall, you are not to assume that the 
Peace Pledge Union approves of the slaughter of 
your tribe by slow degrees in cellars and con- 
centration camps, but you should assume that the 


horror of these things is bad enough without set- | 


ting the cellars and concentration camps on fire 
in a blanket of poison gas. 


W. SPARKS, 
Hollinwood Road, Disley, near Stockport. 


PALESTINE 


A fair understanding of the troubles of 
Palestine should be the urgent desire of 
every pacifist, and in consequence of the 
possibility of misunderstanding after read- 
ing Dr. Royden’s article in your issue of 
September 24, I[ trust that you will be 
willing to publish the following comments: 

L. Is it correct to state that the Arabs are a 
“nation in arms,” even if, in point of numbers, 
there are 15,000? It should be known that 67,000 
Arabs have left Palestine during the present dis. 
turbances due to threats and blackmail. It is, 
further, reported in the press that numbers of 
moderate Arabs have been murdered—by Arab 
“soldiers” one is left to assume. 

2. Is it wrong to term as “bandits” and 
“terrorists” those who commit cowardly murders 
on defenceless men, women and children, destroy 
crops and trees which represent the life-blood 
of the country? Is it not worth while to men- 
tion that in face of terrible provocation, the 
Jews have shown admirable restraint and calm 
(apart from a small number whose actions are 
regretted by the Jewish community)? 

3. Dr. Royden cannot ignore the influence of 
foreign intervention. Anti-British broadcasts in 
Arabic from the Italian station at Bari, subsidies 
and supply of arms from the fascist countries 
have been potent in whipping up Arab opinion. 

4. Jewish immigration is surely turning from 
a “flood” back to a “trickle” compared with 
two years ago, despite the increase in Jewish 
suffering in Europe. Further, the statement to 
“admit the right of the Arabs to refuse any 
more Jewish immigration” seems to be almost 
partisan in favour of ‘he Arab case, although 
Dr. Royden goes on to admit that one cannot 
stop there. This dismisses without a word a 
position on which, to say the least, there is 
considerable controversy and doubt. 

5. Finally, one can find no mention in the 
article of the good relations which do exist 
between Arabs and Jews, and the feeling on 
both sides that troops and bombing planes cannot 
build a peaceful solution between peoples. An 
appeal to the British administration to investi- 
gate and remedy primitive conditions of school- 
ing and medical services, &c., among Arab vil- 
lages might be one of the factors to promoting 
a desire for peaceful settlement. 


LIONEL COWAN. 
12 Edgeworth Drive, Fallowfield, Manchester, 14. 


BOHEMIA’S FRONTIERS 


My attention has been drawn to the article 
which you published recently from the pen of 
Professor Cutlin. Will you allow me to suggest 
that the fact that Bohemia was for a thousand 
years part of the old German Roman Empire is 
no reason for its annexation now. Other coun- 
tries which have since become sovereign also 
belonged to that hazy Empire in those distant 
days. 

The condemnation of Czech national claims as 
being largely the result of machinations of 
journalists is an utterly inadequate version of 
affairs. Professor Harold Temperley, one of the 
original experts who worked on the frontier 
commission, describes what actually happened in 
the tollowing words: 

The frontiers of Bohemia, which had 
remained unaltered for something like 700 
years, were retained. A frontier commission, 
at whith I was a humble assistant, came to 
unanimous conclusions. This was, I think I 
am right in saying, the only case in which Italy 
agreed at once with oth r Powers on the 
frontiers of a Succession State to Austria- 
Hungary. It was also one of the very rare 
conclusions with which “the Big Four" did 
not interfere for political reasons. The experts 
had a free hand, and the /.merican, at least 
(and I hope the English), were quite impartial. 
The result was a scientific frontier and a care- 
fully constructed State. 

It is also :ncorrect to refer to the express 
doubts of M. Masaryk over the ‘‘udeten areas. 
As Mr. Lloyd George has pointed out, Dr. 
Masaryk’s hesitation was concerned with the in- 
clusion of the Hungarian minvcrities, with regard 
to which he was much influenced by the reports 
which General Smuts brought back after a 
special visi’ to Budapest. 

The Sudeten areas, on the other hand, dove- 
tailed inextricably into Czech territory, and had 
never belonged to Germany proper. Dr. Masaryk 
felt that there was no warrant for breaking up 
this historic unity. 

Finally, it is incorrect and misleading to say 
that “the present frontiers are those of Bohemia 
when it was part of the German Reich.” Bohemia 
has never been part of the German Reich, which 
is a creativ.a of a far more modern date. 


LESLIE R. ALDOUS. 


League of Nations Union, 15 Grosvenor 
Crescent, S.W.1. 


DIARY OF THE 
WEEK 


15 (Sat.) DERBY; 2.30 p.m. and G p.m. Tem- 

perance Hall, Curzon Street; Parliamentary 
Pacifist Convention; James H. Hudson 
(chairman), George Lansbury, Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence, H. G. McGhee, I. E. Ibbotson, W. 
Minty, D. Pickerell and V. Yates. 
LONDON, N.W.I. 3 p.m. Friends House, 
Euston Road; Second Emergency Youth 
Peace Conference; LNU. 
ENFIELD. 8.15 p.m.; Methodist Church, Chase 
Side; Rev. B. C. Hopson, A.N. Other, Mrs. 
R. Hobhouse (chairman); “Peace in our 
time"; PPU and FoR. 

17 (Mon.) NOTTINGHAM; 7.30 p.m; Adult 
School, Friar Lane; Capt. Butcher; Regional 
PPU 


HERNE HILL; 8 p.m. Baptist Church Hall 
(corner Winterbrook Road) ; D. P.R. Hunt on 
“Why I left the PPU”; discussion; PPU. 
THORNTON HEATH; 8 p.m. Library Hall, 
Brigstock Road; first of a series of monthly 
meetings; John Barclay; PPU. 

1$ (Tues.) TAUNTON; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Bath Place; W. J. Parkin on “A New 
Peace or a New War?”; PPU. 

ROCHDALE; 7.30 p.m. Pioneers’ Large 
Hall, Toad Lane; James Hudson and Rev. 
P. Donald Robins; PPU. 

LIVERPOOL; 7.45 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Hunter Street; John Barclay; PPU. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 8 p.m. Friends House 
(Committee Room 11), Euston Road; Dr. 
White on “Educational Experiments and 
Pacifism”; PPU London Teachers’ Group. 
WESTCLIFF-ON SEA; 8.15 p.m, Girl Guides 
Hall, 275 Westborough Road (Corner Electric 
Avenue); Niget Spottiswoode and Leslie 
Knivett (chairman); PPU. 

19 (Wed.) BIRMINGHAM; 7.45 p.m. Carrs Lane 
Church; “Socialism and International Policy”; 
Jim Simmons, Herbert Whatley, Ernest 
Fletcher, John Ballinger, and Sydney 
Conbeer, No More War Movement. 
DUNDEE; 7.30 p.m. Y.M.C.A. Hall; Wilfred 
Wellock, John Barclay, and Rev. G. M. 
Docherty ; PPU. 

BAYSWATER; csc p.m. Bayswater Peace 
Centre. 52, Queensway, London; Rev. Godfrey 
Pain on “The Spirit of Community”; fur- 
ther details from hon. sec. “ Chancton,” 
Dartnell Park, West Byfleet, Surrey. 
OXTED; 8 p.m. Congregational Hall; film: 
I Accuse; tickets 6d.; PPU. 

KINGSWAY; 8 p.m. Wild Court; open-air 
meeting; Methodist Peace Fellowship. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Square; Prof. G. W. Keeton on “Inter- 
national law and the national state’; FPSI. 


20 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 pm. 13 Pater- 
noster Row; Reginald Sorensen on “Moral 
Rearmament”; City PPU Group. 

LONDON, W.1; 1.10 p.m. King’s Weigh House 
Church, Thomas Street; Dr. D. A. Crow. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row; business meeting; City PPU Group. 
BIRMINGHAM; 7.45 p.m., Severn Street 
Schools; Wilfred Littleboy on “The Christian 
and War”; Midland Adult School Union. 
ROPLEY; 8 p.m Public Meeting; Mrs. 
Richardson; PPU. 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52 Queensway; Preston Benson on “Visit to 
Czechoslovakia”; PPU. 

BROMLEY; 8 p.m. Central Hall; Lord 
Arnold and Rev. Leslie Artingstall, Chair- 
man: Rev. F. W. Armstrong; PPU. 

21 (Fri.) PLAISTOW; 8 p.m., Congregational 
Church Hall, Balaam Street; special film 
show: Kameradshaft and supporting films; 
PPU. 


BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52 Queensway ; Dr. Mary Gilchrist on “ Mal- 
nutrition” ; PPU. 

NEW MALDEN; 8 p.m. Congregational 
Church Hall, Malden Road; R. H. Ward on 
“The Power of Non-Violence”; PPU. 

22 (Sat.) MANCHESTER; 11 a.m. Friends’ Meet- 
ing House, Mount Street; meeting for all 
members of PPU Teachers’ Group in North- 
Western Area; further details from H. Leslie 
Kirkley. PPU Office, 41 John Dalton Street. 
LEEDS; Parliamentary Pacifist Convention 
and Demonstration, 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m.: 
6 p.m. to 7.15 pm; and 8 p.m. to 
9.30 p.m.; Oxford Place Chapel (near Town 
Hall). James H. Hudson (chairman), George 
Lansbury; Miss Mary Gamble, Mrs, Eleanor 
Barton, Mrs. Margery South, Rev. C. Jenkin- 
son. Rev. John W. A. Singleton, Rev. P. D. 


Robins; Ben Greene, A. W, Hodges, and 
J. A. Aitken. 

22-23 (Sat.-Sun.) WILMSLOW; 3 p.m. Week-end 
conference; Clarion Clubhouse, © Morley; 


Canon Stuart Morris and others; further 
details from H, Leslie Kirkley, PPU Office, 
41 John Dalton Street, Manchester. 
GRAVESEND; 3.30 p.m., West Kent Regional 
Conference; particulars from Donald Port, 
143 Singlewell Road, Gravesend 
CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; 
open-air meeting; Sybil Morrison, Ralph 
Mansell and others, PPU. 

23 (Sun.) TONBRIDGE; 3 p.m. Repertory 
Theatre; Dr. Alex Wood on “Pacifism and 
the Present Situation”; also Roy Walker; 
FoR and PPU. 


COMING SHORTLY 
October 
25 (Tues.) GILLINGHAM; 7.30 p.m. 
Road Methodist Church Parlour; 
Speller and Eric Attwood; PPU. 
PINNER; 8 p.m. Methodist Church Hall, 
Love Lane; John Barclay ; PPU. 


Byron 
Rev. G. 


October 15, 1938 


Classified Advertisements 


l}d. per word, minimum 2s, 


Box Numbcr 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 


BIRMINGHAM. Good residence, board, con- 
venient city, Outer Circle, etc. Moderate terms, 
427 City Road, Edgbaston, 17. 


COMFORTABLE HOME for student. 
lessons if desired. 6 Digdens Rise, 
Phone: Epsom 1859. 


English 
Epsom. 


LADY, alone, offers comfortable sunny bed- 
sitting room to lady. Use of kitchen, bath. 
Moderate rent to look after dog occasionally. 
Parsons, Hampers Lane, Storrington, Sussex. 


OAKLEIGH PARK. Facing station. Comfort- 
able room with breakfast or full board. Moderate 
terms. 47 Capel Road, East Barnet. 


Wanted 


YOUNG COUPLE (PPU) desire accommoda- 
tion (furnished or otherwise), London or within 
30 miles. Or invite suggestions from others 
view taking and sharing expenses of house and 
plot of ground. Box 117, Peace News, 17 
Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


EDUCATIOMAL 


ESPERANTO. Beginners’ 5-lesson postal 
course, ls. Exercises corrected by experts.— 
British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. P.N., 
142 High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 


ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL, LETCH- 
WORTH (recognized by the Board of Educa- 
tion). A thorough education for boys and girls 
to 19 years, at moderate fees in an open-air 
atmosphere of ordered freedom and progress. 
Headmaster: H. Lyn Harris, M.A. L1.B.(Camb.). 


FOR SALE 


APPLES. Choicest Ellison's Orange 10 lb, boxes 
5s. 6d., 20 lb. 10s. Gd., Laxton’s Superb, 10 Ib. 
6s. 6d., 20 Ib. 12s., Cox’s Orange (very few) 10 lb. 
10s. 6d., 20 lb. 20s. 6d.; carriage paid. Castelmer 
Fruit Farm, Kingston, Lewes. 


A Survey of 


Community 


“IN a time of national crisis, thousands of 

men and women are ready to give up 
home, comfort, and life itself to the de- 
mands of war. Surely we should not hesi- 
tate to offer as much in the service of 
peace and the building up of a new order 
in which the ‘beggar-my-neighbour 
motive’ (the seed of all wars) has no 


This is an extract from a statement re- 
cently issued by the Community Service 
Committee on “ The Crisis and After.” 

The first comprehensive survey of com- 
munity in Britain has been published, 
under the title “Community in Britain,” 
by the Committee and was printed at the 
Cotswold Bruderhof Press. 

Produced as an expanded report of two 
conferences held in 1937 at Bath and in 
London, the book assembles contributions 
from many who are actually living and 
working in pioneer community experi- 
ments. 

Their contributions are supplemented by 
a number of useful appendices, including a 
bird’s-eye view of community not only in 
this country but overseas. 

Orders should be addressed to J. Theo- 
dore Harris, 9 Queensdown Road, London, 
E.5. 


PEACE PUBLICATIONS 


In view of the sacrifices demanded of 
Czechoslovakia the latest poster published 
by the Northern Friends’ Peace Board and 
the Friends’ Peace Committee is particu- 
larly appropriate. It is worded: ‘PEACE: 
What Should Britain Contribute?” 

A leaflet has been issued by the Friends’ 
Peace Committee, Friends House, Euston 
Road, London, N.W.1, putting forward the 
peace testimony of the Society of Friends 
as stated in A Declaration from the Harm- 
less and Innocent People of God, called 
Quakers, presented to Charles II in 1660. 
The price is ls. per 100 post free 


on “ War Preparation and Democratic Liber- 
ties”; Fri.: 7.30 p.m., Sat.: 10.15 am., 2.15 
p.m., and 5.15 p.m. Dr. C. E. M, Joad, Neil 
Lawson, A. Barratt Brown, Prof. J. D. 
Bernal, H. H. Elvin, W. H. Thompson, Mrs. 
Duncan Harris, Ronald Kidd and others. 
Application for tickets and inquiries to: 
National Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 

31 (Mon.) HORNSEY; 8 p.m. Town Hall; Canon 
Charles E. Raven, Dr. Alex Wood, and Rev. 
Alan Harling (chairman); PPU. 


27 (Thurs.) SLOUGH; 7.30 p.m. Slough Central| November 


Hall; Rev. Henry Carter, 
Morris, John Barclay, and Rev. R. Brighton 
(chairman); PPU. 
HANDSWORTH; 7.30 p.m. Cooperative 
Rooms, Rookery Road; Film Show: 
“Shadow of the Mine”, “War in China”, 
and “Hell United”; Tickets ls. each; PPU. 
28 (Fri.) HULL; 8 p.m. Royal Institution; Miss 
Ruth Fry ; FoR. 
28-29 (Fri.-Sat.) LONDON, W.C.1; 
College, Gower Street; National Conference 
(continued foot of column 3). 


Canon Stuart! 10 (Thurs.) 


University | 


COLCHESTER; 7.30 p.m. Culver 
Street Methodist Church; Armistice Eve Ser- 
vice; Rev. Paul Gliddon, Miss Ruth Fry, 
Rev. W. G. Jacobs; leader: Rev. L. Tizard; 
FoR. - 

1l (frid.) SPECIAL ARMISTICE DAY CELE- 
BRATIONS. 11 a.m. Regents Park, 3 p.m. 


Central Hall, Westminster; Mr. George 
Lansbury, Mrs. M. Pavitt, Canon Stuart 
Morris, Miss Vera Brittain, Mrs. Theo 


.. Naftel; further details later; Women’s Co- 
operative Guild, and PPU. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J.D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; particularly success- 
ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment. 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letchworth. 
(Letchworth 885). 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolls of 
honour, &c., from 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists, Battley Brothers, 
Ltd.. Commercial Artists and Photographers, 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press, 
Clapham Park. S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3401. 


LECTURES 


“ INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THE 
NATIONAL STATE,” by Professor G. W. Keeton, 
Wednesday, October 19, at 8 p.m., Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1. Price 1s. F.P.S.1. 


THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY OF 
WAR; the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, Royal Societies Club, St. James's St. 
anytime, anywhere (10 miles radius) without fee 
or expenses. 


LITERATURE 


THREE PAMPHLETS on fundamental paci- 
fism, 5d. yost free. Sample posters gratis. 
Northern Friends’ Peace Bo-rd, Woodhouse 
Lane, Leeds 2. 


PERSONAL 
IN PRACTICAL THANKFULNESS we appeal 
for help to carry on our farm for refugee 
trainees. Will generous-minded person/persons 
loan in parts-or-whole £150 on security. Box 
118, Peace News, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1. 


TRAINING FARM for Continental refugees, 
established three years, requires loan of £150 
(on security) to extend activities. Will generous- 
minded person/persons please help in whole or 
part.—Box 118, Peace News, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS 
Wanted 


CHAUFFEUR. Chauffeur-Gardener, or 
Chauffeur-Gardener-Handyman seeks job. 
Twenty years’ driving experience. Clean licence. 
Careful driver. Good all-round Gardener. Per- 
sonal references. Cooper, King's Farm, Balcombe, 
Sussex. 


NORTH COUNTRY WOMAN, experienced, 
desires post as Housekeeper or Companion-help. 
Good cook, needlewoman, pacifist—Box 120, 
Peace News, 17 Featherstone Buildings, London, 
W.C.1. 


YOUNG MAN (30) requires idealistic employ- 
ment immediately. Keen, adaptable, would make 
splendid peace organizer. Amount of remunera- 
tion of less importance than congeniality of em- 
ployment. Write Box 122, Peace News, 17 
Featherstone Buildings, London, W.C.1. 


TYPEWRITING 


TYPING FOR * PEACE.” Jean’s Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station. Liverpool Street. F.C.2 


10d. PER 1,000 WORDS one carbon; 2d. extra 
each two carbons. Accuracy. Provincial town. 
Estimates. Box 121, Peace News, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, London, W.C.}. 


WHERE TO STAY 


COTSWOLDS for Autumn holidays. 
position in the “Valley of Peace.” 
Woods. Attractive “food reform™ fare. Log 
fires. Constant hot water. Own car.—Tariff 
from Proprietors, A. C. and E. Rogers, “ For- 
tune’s Well," Sheepscombe, near Stroud. Glos. 
‘Phone: Painswick 2386 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holiday 
or restful recuperation. [ncreased accommodae 
tion. Central heating throughout; h. and c. water 
in all bedrooms. Central for conferences.—A. & 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near Matlock. 
Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate 
(L.M.S.). 


MALVERN WELLS. Dell Hydro. Food Ree 
form Guesthouse; beautiful grounds, walks, 
views; place for rest. atmosphere for thought. 
Excellent cuisine.—Principal, Mra. D. G. Cullen 
Evans 
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Arms We Dare Not Use 


VEN if the [Munich] agreement was, at the 
worst, only temporary, it gave time ior re- 
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LESSONS OF THE CRISES 
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flection before the new air weapon could be}|(1) That the world’s strongest force for 


brought into use. Anything that could put back 
the use of that weapon was a good thing. 
—Lord Trenchard, October 6. 


In their hearts the Germans have a greater 
horror of war than people in this country have. 
I watched the peeple as they acclaimed the 
British, French, and Italian delegations, and the 
Jook of relief that came into the eyes of those 
men and women was something that I will never 
forget. Throughout the world the message that 
has gone from Munich will bring relief and 
happiness to milhons. 

—Lord Londonderry, October 3. 


It seems doubtful whether the democracies will 
ever fight for any cause, and they may well be 
right, for war certainly settles nothing. But it 
is illogical to have armed forces if one is not 
too civilized to contemplate the "arbarity of war. 

Stephen King-Hall’s News Letter, October 7. 


Bombing Civilians 


Now that the bombing from the air of 

civilian populations is a topical sub- 
ject, the following recollection of this prac- 
tice during the Great War is of interest. 
It is from a reader, T. L. C. Bluett: 


During the Great War, I served in the RAMC, 
after the armistice I found myself sent into Ger- 
many as an interpreter. I generally carefully 
abstained from speaking to Germans about the 
War, if only because, if I did, they spoke three 
times as rapidly as usual. 


But, once, when stationed near Diiren, I asked 
why it was that the German airmen passed over 
Shoeburyness, and bombed the “fortified town” 
of Southend. The unanswerable reply was 
another question: Why did the English airmen 
pass by the huge Hindenburg barracks outside 
the town of Diiren, and drop bombs on the ele- 
mentary school, killing several of the children? 


Price of ‘ Victory ” 


ENERAL Chiang Kai-Shek says that if China 
can kill one Japanese for every five men 
she loses herself she will win the war. 
—Spectator, September 9. 


Cost of Living 


N September 1, the average level of 
Tetail prices of the commodities taken 
into account in the statistics compiled by 
the Ministry of Labour (including food, 
rent, clothing, fuel and light, and miscel- 
Janeous items) was approximately 56 per- 
cent above the level of July, 1914. It was 
56 percent on August 2, 1938, and 55 per- 
cent on September 1, 1937. For food only, 
the percentages were 40, 41, 
respectively. 


Eight Million Cooperators 


For the first time in the history of the move- 

ment, the names of over eight million 
members stand on the books of British Coopera- 
tive Societies, Last year’s retail sales exceed 
£250 million. Both pass by a handsome margin 
the ten-year plan quota. 


In weekly spending per member at the “ Co- 
operative,” Scotland leads with an average of 
17s. 9d. In the South, where cooperation is a 
more recent growth the figure is 9s. 10d. Other 
districts south of the Border show averages of 
from lls. 6d. to 13s. 10d. 


—Forward, September 24. 


The Individual Versus the State 


[ is unthinkable that in the present age any 
Ration can believe that the fruits of war 
ever justify the material or moral cost of the 
conflict, but Europe is rapidly becoming an 
armed camp again,.in spite of the tragic experi- 
ence of the recent past, and a war mentality is 
growing up among the citizens of all nations. 


We must not fail to recogniz: that ultimately 
_ the problem is not a material, but a moral one 
, (Czechoslovakia is only part of a larger ques- 
tion), and has become acute because of the clash 
of two mutually opposed ideals—the one pagan 
«and the other Christian, cne demanding the sub- 
servience of the citizen to the will of the State, 
the other asserting that the State is the servant 


'. of all free citizens, 


_. There can be no compromise on this great 
§ssue. To raise the question as to whether any 
outlook is worth defending at the cost of hideous 
armed force, and of all that would come out of 
this by way of horror, destruction and death, is 
to ask whether there are any ideals in life that 


are worth the cost of the sacrifice of life itself. 


At 


: economi¢ greed” ‘on_the. other. 


:prodiéing her treasure ‘in superabundance, with! 


—Angus Watson in the Spectator, 
September 16. 


The Christian Duty 


the Church Congress on October 6 
Canon H. Costley-White, of West-|' 
minster, declared : 


“always been economic need on one side and 
With the earth 


1 millions on the borderline of bare subsistence, 


" and many actually starving, the Christian duty 


is to work for free interchange of goods and 
reduction of tariff barriers between nations. 


and 40, | 


One of the. strongest. incentives to war has |’ 


peace is the determination of the people 
that peace shall be. 


Never in the world’s history has there 
been a moment like that recently when 
the mind of humanity entire was cen- 
tred on one thing—peace; and spoke 
with a voice so clear and unanimous that 
statesmen quaked and dare not disobey. 
The people said peace, and it was peace. 
Mr. Chamberlain confessed that he had 
acted as anyone else in his place would 
have acted. That is true. Humanity had 
spoken, and none dare disobey. 

The mobilization of the British navy was 
as a tinkling cymbal compared with the 
heart-rending voice of humanity. 


Let us never forget that in the most acute 
crisis in the history of the world, the 


How Nations 


Ww 


people's will to peace prevailed over the 
Great Powers’ mighty engines of destruc- 
tion which were set ready to sweep across 
and devastate the fair face of the earth. 


(2) That international relations are beset 
with grave injustices which, if they be 
not settled round a table will! settle them- 
selves and everybsdy concerned in the 
hell of a world catastrophe. 

Having witnessed the tragic consequences 
of long-standing injustices, it is profound- 
ly urgent that the era of international 
cooperation be inaugurated at once by 
the calling of a world conference to which 
the nations—and we must see that it is 
true of ours—carry offerings of sacrifice. 


(3) That total disarmament is both neces- 
sary and possible. 


If the people can stop a war they can 


Flave Reacted 


to Munich Agreement 
SIGNS OF AN UNEASY PEACE 


The immediate consequences of the Munich Agreement may be 
seen in the following summary of events since it was signed on 


September 29: 


Czechoslovakia 

[c" was announced on Wednesday of last 
week that Dr. Benesh had resigned the 

presidency, and that General Sirovy, 

Czechoslovak Premier, would act as Presi- 

dent until election of a successor by the 

National Assembly. 

Occupation of the Fifth Zone of Czecho- 
slovakia was completed by the German 
Army on Monday night. This includes— 
apart from certain “islands”—all the 
predominantly German districts, and it was 
accepted by the Czechoslovak Government 
under protest. 

An official analysis published last week 
declared that 800,000 Czechs were inside the 
ceded zone. 

Four more Slovaks joined the Cabinet 
last week, and it was expected that Slovak 
autonomy would soon be effected. 


Danzig 
"THAT “© the Germans in Danzig will soon 
be rewarded for their suffering as were 
rewarded the Germans in Austria and the 
Sudetenland” was the promise made in a 
speech by Herr Forster, Hitler’s nominee 
to nazi leaders in Danzig. “ Acute resent- 
ment in Polish quarters within and outside 


Danzig” was reported by the Manchester 
Guardian’s Warsaw correspondent on 
Tuesday. 

Germany 


A REPLY to criticisms of his policy 
expressed in recent debates in the 
House of Commons was made by Hitler in 
a speech at Saarbriicken on Sunday. He 
referred to statesmen who, desiring peace, 
ruled in countries whose internal construction 
makes it possible for them to be replaced at 
any time by others who do not look for peace 
. In England it is only necessary, instead 
of Mr. Chamberlain, for a Duff Cooper or an 
Eden to come to power. 
It was reported from Berlin by the 
Manchester Guardian on Tuesday that: 
Britain’s determination to preserve her 
trading position, to say nothing of her political 
influence, in the countries of South-Eastern 
Europe is likely to provoke considerable cause 


of friction with Germany in the future. it would 
seem. 


The newspaper Nachtsausgabe suggested 
last week that the policy of the new Czech 
Government would turn toward Germany, 
and spoke of a “new outpost against 
Moscow.” 

The importance, for the German trade 
drive toward the South-East, of the dis- 
appearance of an anti-German Czecho- 
slovakia was pointed out by the Berlin 
correspondent of The Times on Saturday. 


Great Britain 


BREFERRING to the Premier’s speech last 
March concerning Britain’s “almost 
terrifying power,” The Times admitted on 
Tuesday that since then the connotation 
of the word “ terrifying” had changed, for 
“armaments that might have filled the bill 
will do so no longer.” 
In a-review of the situation Brian last 
week’s parliamentary debate, the same 
newspaper . made a case for reconstruction 
of the Government,.and.has since continued’ 
its agitation for a’ national register. " 
A plan providing for the complete re- 
organization of the Territorial Army was 


outlined by the Secretary for War on 
Monday. 


Hungary 
EMANDS for the cession of about half 
of Slovakia and part of Ruthenia have 
been made by Hungary to the Slovak and 
Ruthenian Premiers. Hungary made a 
token occupation on Tuesday and opened 
negotiations with the Slovaks. 


Italy 


EED for “carrying on battle for 

economic independence of the nation 
... at higher speed” was affirmed by 
Fascist Grand Council on Monday. 


Poland 


A T the beginning of last week there was 
reported to be “ not a glimmer of hope ” | 
that the Munich settlement would lighten 
the already “crushing armament burden 
now borne by the Polish people.” The 
opposite, in fact, seemed likely. 
The return to Poland of Teschen-Silesia, 
with its rich natural resources, was des- 
cribed by the Minister of Industry as “ of 


great importance for our economic 
expansion.” 
Tk: return by Czechoslovakia of 


Carpathian Russia to Hungary—which 
would give Hungary and Poland a common 
frontier—was given strong backing by the 
Polish press last week. 


South Africa 


Desouth. rumours as to the future of 


South-West Africa, Dr. Conradie, 


| Administrator of the territory, said last 


week there was no cause for alarm, and 
referred to assurances of the South African 


ilfvred Welloek 


Three outstanding facts emerge f rom the recent crisis: 


abolish armaments. Although we escaped 
a war in September, in such crises there 
is always danger that an excited moment 
may start a conflagration. Having finally 
realized the insanity and horror of war, 
and that statesmen shrink from using the 
monsters of destruction they have 
created because of the people, the logical 
course is to demand the abolition of a!l 
armaments. 


From these facts the PPU should gather 
strength and inspiration, for in them lies 
the assurance that our cause is right and 
that, if we are faithful to it, it must 
prevail. 


Our job now is to reveal to the people 
their power for peace, which is the supreme 
lesson of the crisis through which we have 
just passed. 


Government that its rights in the territory 
would be defended. 


Switzerland 

LLEGEDLY because of an_ article 

describing the Munich conference as a 
“butcher’s club,” the international daily 
paper, Journal des Natfons, was suspended 
for three months by the Swiss Federal 
Government last Friday. This was des- 
cribed as the Government’s first blow at 
the liberty of the press. 


Turkey 

R. FUNK, German Minister of 

Economics, arrived in Istanbul from 
Belgrade last week, and concluded an 
agreement under which Germany will grant 
Turk: credits of 150,009,000 marks 
(£12,500,000) for industrial and military 
requirements. 

According to The Times, “ Turkey, having 
now at her disposal both the British and 
German credits, will be in a position to 
examine offers with an open mind and give 
preference to the lowest bidder.” Dr. Funk 
declared in a speech at Angora that German 
economic activity did not hide political 
designs. 


CIVIL FREEDOM 


The renewal of proposals for “ National 
Service” and somewhat vague talk: of 
“industrial mobilization,” which has re- 
sulted from the recent crisis, give addi- 
tional significance to the conference on 
“War Preparation and Democratic Liber- 
ties” which the National Peace Council is 
organizing in conjunction with the National 
Council for Civil Liberties. 

The conference will be held at University 
College, Gower Street, London, W.C.1 on 
October 28 and all day October 29, and will 
be open to delegates from any interested 
organization and to individual visitors. 

The agenda includes propaganda for 
“ National Service,” the large-scale develop- 
ment of ARP, &c. Speakers will include 
Dr. C. E. M. Joad, Mr. H. H. Elvin, Mr. Neil 
Lawson, Mr. Ronald Kidd and others. 

Tickets and programmes can be obtained 
from the National Peace Council, 39 Vic- 
toria Street, London, S.W.1. 
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THE WAR 


is an episode in European history which ranks in importance only after the Great 


It affects directly or 


— 


was used by the “ totalitarian ” 


War of 1914-1918. 


decimating a people unequalled for their sense of human dignity, and reducing to 
ruins towns and cities unparalleled for their charm. 


organisation, specialises in the publication 


: United Editorial Limited, which is not 


BOOKS : Foreign Intervention in Spain. 
Franco’s Rule. A Collection of Facts, 


Wertheim, Introduction by Philip Guedalla. 


PAMPHLETS: Spain against the Invaders, 3d. How Mussolini Provoked the 
Agrarian Reform in Spain, 6d. 


Spanish Civil War, 2d. 
Spain, 6d. And many others. 


FROM ALL LEFT BOOKSHOPS. 


SPAIN (weekly summary, 1d.), or SPAIN AT WAR (monthly illustrated, 3d.), 
or ask your newsagent or bookseller. 


UNITED EDITORIAL LIMITED 


‘1 Great ‘Turnstile, High 


Telephone : HOLborn 0045. 


; 
; 
| 
iS 
3 Write for our list of publications and/or 
bl 
h! 


TrrrrrrrrrrrrrPrrr PrP Pr 


countries. Beginning as a conventional military revolt staged by reactionaries, it 
states as an excuse for the invasion of the Peninsula. 
It had been chosen by international Fascism as a testing-out ground for the 
barbarous methods of totalitarian warfare. The modern Vandals and Goths are 


weekly news Summary and an illustrated pocket monthly magazine—all having as 
their object an exposition of the truth about Spain to-day. 


IN SPAIN 


indirectly everybody in the democrati¢ 


associated with any political party or 
of books, pamphlets, leaflets, posters, a 


Vol. 1, a Documentation, 7/6. net. 
3/6. The Lost British Policy by Barbara 
Price 3/6, paper covers 1/-. 


Christianity and 


a free sample copy of THE WAR IN 


Holborn, London, W. Cl 


Uniditer, Holb, London. 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMENTARY 


THE PRICE OF PEACE 
AR has been averted. But we are left 
now with a peace more armed than 
it was before. 

The fears and alarums of the pre-Munich 
period are apparently to be regarded as 
nothing more than a grand dress rehearsal 
for the “real thing.” Arms are to be piled 
upon arms. The military burdens upon 
civilization are to be doubled and trebled. 
That is to be the sign of our thankfulness 
for our present escape. 

In the cause of war and slaughter expen- 
diture is of no account. The cost and the 
maintenance of millions of refugee children 
of our great cities would have been borne 
by the State without question of the burden 
of the cost. 

When, however, as a peace-time measure, 
it is suggested that these same children 
should have the benefit of a fortnight’s 
holiday in the country a year to change 
their drab city life with a little sparkle of 
sunshine and a little freshness of the 
country air, finance is adamant. 

In peace for human happiness the process 
is a physical impossibility. The “money is 
simply not there.” But the money is there 
for the huge army reforms now being 
undertaken. 


NATIONAL SERVICE 

"THE drive for compulsory national service 
continues with unabated energy. This 

may be another price we may have to pay 

for the avoidance of war. The pressure is 

very great. It is now linked up with a 

“ spiritual revival.” 

In his final speech before the House of 
Commons rose, Mr. Chamberlain referred 
to this pressure. He then said :— 

I could not help feeling that if, after all, war 
had come upon us, the people of this country 
would have lost their spiritual faith altogether. 
As it turned out the other way, I think we have 
all seen something like a new spiritual revival. 

I know that there is a strong desire among 
the people to record their readiness to serve 
their country wherever and however their ser- 
vices can be most useful. IL would like to take 
advantage of that strong feeling if it be possible, 
and, although I must frankly say that at the 
moment I do not myself clearly see my way to 
any particular scheme, yet I also want to say 
that I am ready to consider any suggestions 
that may be made to me in a very sympathetic 
spirit. 

It is only necessary to read the Conser- 
vative press to realize how strong and 
powerful is the desire to take advantage 
of this “sympathetic spirit.” We have in 
this demand for national service the begin- 
ning of a movement which will strike deep 
at the cause of peace and is not without a 
challenge to our democratic rights as well. 


PALESTINE 

1 Palestine events are now taking shape 
which will have imponderable conse- 

quences. The responsibility is ours. There 

is actual war in progress there and we are 

participating in it. 

The bitter human unrest which is show- 
ing itself there may not be entirely our 
fault ; nevertheless the burden of responsi- 
bility is very heavy upon us. We have no 
right to ask the Jews and the Arabs in 
that country to bear responsibility fcr our 
misdeeds. 

But this is what we’ are now doing. 
Greater and greater military forces are 
being despatched to that unhappy country 
to try to settle by force what force can 
never settle. There too is weeping and 
sorrow for the mistakes and faults of a 
statesmanship which today is thoroughly 
and completely discredited. 

It may be that the time has come when 
we must grant the Arabs their full claims 
and seek another way whereby we can ful- 
fill our promises to the Jews of a national 
home—not in Palestine. 


THE ROT IN THE LABOUR PARTY 

HE Labour Party claims to stand for 

peace and democracy. Only recently 
the Chief Whip of the Labour Peers de- 
clared, himself in favour of compulsory 
national service for war purposes so that 
“we can get the men we want and put 
them where we want them.” 

Now Mr. E. Shinwell, a member of the 
Parliamentary Party Executive, warns the 
party to be prepared 

to modify past declarations and _ existing 

methods and consider ja new approach to its 

objective... It is for the Labour movement to 
hammer out a policy and method which can 

Provide an alternative both to the present 

Government and its policy. 

Those who have any regard for peace and 
democracy must be filled with dismay and 
despair at the antics of the alternative to 
the present government. 


If there is one thing which is essential 
to’ the maintenance of democratic privi- 
leges, it is that those who profess demo- 
cracy should practise firm adherence to 
principle. To shift and change policy, re- 
gardless of principle and solely on grounds 
of expediency, is an abuse of the demo- 
cratic idea which in the end will be fatal. 

Is it too late for the Labour movement 
to reaffirm and adhere to the great cause 
of peace, which was part of its foundation 
principles ? 


CAUSE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

NAR. Duff Cooper’s resignation speech 
put right one misconception which 

deeply affected public opinion. If the 

Munich conference had not been held or 

if it had failed, and if the world had been 

plunged in war, it would not have been 

on behalf of Czechoslovakia. 

These are his words: — 

I tried to refresent another aspect of the 
situation—that it was not for Czechoslovakia 
that we shall have to fight. It was not for 
Czechoslovakia that we should have been fight- 
ing if we had gone to war last week. It was 
not for Serbia or Belgium that we fought in 
1914, though it suited some people to say so, 
but we were fighting then as we should have 
been fighting last week in order that a great 
Power shall not be allowed, in disregard of 
treaty obligations and the laws of nations and 
against all morality, to dominate by brute force 
the Continent of Europe. (Loud Labour cheers.) 
How many of the million British killed in 

the last war died because they believed 
the story of “little Belgium”? How many 
now would have enlisted in the cause of 
“little Czechoslovakia”? ° The worst 
feature of power politics is the humbug and 
hypocrisy it employs to drive trusting 
millions to death and mutilation. 


DOMINATION OF BRUTE FORCE 

JF these principles of Duff Cooper pro- 
duced such loud and prolonged cheers, 
one may ask why they were never pro- 
pounded when French militarism domin- 
ated Europe only fifteen years ago and 
practised its brutalities on an unarmed and 
helpless German Republic ? 

When France marched into the Ruhr, Sir 
John Simon on behalf of the British 
Government declared that 

Such occupation is in fact an act of war and 

its true character is not in the least altered by 

the circumstances that it cannot be effectively 
resisted. 

The Labour Party then declared that the 
policy pursued by the French Government 
toward Germany was an invasion of a 
neighbouring State in time of peace with- 
out any justification, either under the 
Treaty of Versailles, or any principle of 
international law, and was consequently an 
act of war. 

This invasion constitutes an attack on the 
self-determination of the German people as well 
as an attack upon the rights of the working 
class who are treated as mere pawns or chattels. 
It threatens all Europe, not only with further 
economic disintegration but with widespread 
anarchy and the renewal of actual war. This 
policy is calculated to cripple Germany... 
In face of this situation, did the Labour 

Party then breathe the fiery words of “ col- 
lective security” and cheer to the echo a 
call to fight great Powers who disregarded 
treaty obligations, the law of nations, &c.? 

On the contrary it felt that the case 
would be met if it 

called upon the Government to use every effort 

to induce the Parties concerned to come 

together in negotiation or to submit their 
differences to an impartial tribunal. 

If that was sound peace policy when 
France was the trampling aggressor, then 
why attack precisely the same policy when 
Germany is looked upon as the aggressor? 
WHY? 


LAST OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
((ZECHOSLOVAKIA as a military Power 

is now at an end. The British Prime 
Minister has received an overwhelming 
majority in support of the Munich policy 
in the House of Commons and Czecho- 
slovakia as a political issue is also now 
ended. - 

The time will soon come when we shall 
be asking ourselves what it was all about. 
But in the meantime there is sorrow and 
weeping and the guiltless have to suffer 
for the wrongs of a statesmanship which 
relied not on justice and right but upon 
power. 

Czechoslovakia as an arm of the Russian- 
French entente was a perpetual sore in the 
life of Central Europe. But even as 
recently as last May, such a drastic surgi- 
cal operation as we are now witnessing 
need not have taken place. 

But the working of “collective security ” 
on May 21 was such a threat to German 
security that drastic and immediate action 
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formerly MP for the adjoining Division of 
Stourbridge, the platform at a Peace 
Pledge Union meeting. 


Harborne pacifists gave them a warm 
welcome, and many people who were not 
pacifists attended the meeting too, attracted 
by the invitations circulated by members 


of the local groups, or by the Peace Shop! i 


in the centre of the town. 


Both speakers—and Captain H. Hilditch, 
who presided—dealt with the crisis, the 
history that led up to it and the oppor- 
tunities and tasks which lay ahead. 

It was sheer poverty and hopelessness 
which had put Hitler into power in Ger- 
many, said Mr. Wellock, and unless the 
world’s economic policy was changed, there 
would be more Sudetenlands. The era of 
imperialism must be brought to a close 
and one of cooperation begun. 


Canon Morris said that the PPU had 
faced its first real crisis in the events of 
the previous week. It had stood it well, 
and it was evident that most of the 
members would have honoured their 
pledges without flinching. 


There was, however, much yet to be 
done. England dared not hold up its head 
unless it was prepared not only to demand 
sacrifices of others, but make sacrifices it- 
self in the name of peace and humanity. 
Beneath the political problems lay the 
hunger of the world, a hunger largely the 
result of our tariff policy. 


Furthermore, if we asked the Czechs to 
hand over Sudentenland because the Ger- 
mans wanted to live within the Reich, 
what right had we to keep India in the 
Empire against her will ? 


(Continued from col. 2.) 
became inevitable. What “collective 
security” claimed to be its greatest 
triumph has in fact become its worst de- 
feat. 

Let us hope that from now on “ collective 
security,” with its perverted mirage of 
peace, will be héard of no more; it lies 
buried in the ruins of Czech militarism. 


LABOUR AND AGRICULTURE 
HE secretary of the Agricultural 
Workers’ Union, in a letter to the 
Daily Herald, must have given a great 
many industrial members of the Labour 
Party a great deal to think about. 

In all industrial questions, Labour has 
refused to accept the Conservative basis of 
identifying the welfare of any industry 
with that of the employer. Ever since the 
Margate Conference of 1926 the Labour 
Party has not applied this principle to agri- 
culture and its appeal has been directed not 
so much to the farm worker as to the 
farmer. 

To read Labour literature on farming one 
would assume that the Labour Party is an 
offshoot of the National Farmers’ Union. 

But the union catering for the land 
workers has recently realized that there is 
something wrong. The Labour Party will 
clearly have to reconsider sooner or later 
the whole basis of its agricultural policy. 


Premysl Pitter, Czech representative on Council 
of War Resisters’ International, will be guest at 
lunch-hour “at home” of City PPU group, 13 
Paternoster Row, E.C.1, October 21, 12 noon to 
2 p.m. 


OR many years Canon Stuart Morris lived in Harborne, one of the 
suburbs of Birmingham, which forms the Premier’s constituency. 
Recently he revisited the district to share with Mr. Wilfred Wellock, 


Rectorial Election 


SUPPORT FOR 
PACIFIST 


EARLY a year ago Dick Sheppard was 
elected Lord Rector of Glasgow, 
University. The new election, in which 
Mr. Laurence Housman will be the pacifist 
candidate, takes place on October 22. 

“Glasgow graduate” writes, “send your 
Peace News with Laurence Housman sec- 
tions marked, to an undergraduate, a 
graduate, or to anyone you know in 
Glasgow.” 

Only undergraduates have votes, but the 
election atmosphere in general offers a 
unique opportunity for wider publicity 
which cannot but react on the election 
itself. 

Meanwhile money is also needed to en- 
sure success. Send your contributions to 
Mr. Frank B. Middleton, Peace Pledge 
Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 
Mark the envelope “ Rectorial.” 

The following contributions are acknow- 


| ledged by Mr. Middleton: 


H. Paysden, Plaistow, 5s. 0d.; J. Summers, Bir- 
mingham, 5s. 0d.; A.P.P., 2s. 6d.; M. Cave, Sussex, 
5s. Od.; A. Meekings, Highgate, 5s. 0d.; M. King, 
Birmingham, 2s. 6d.; M. Dingwall, N.10, 7s. 6d.; 
J. Lawrence, Cheltenham, 10s. 0d.; A. Gilpin, 
Peterborough, 5s. 0d.; R. Ford, Lancaster, £1; 
Miss Edmunds, Cornwall, 2s. O0d.,; Lapite, G., 
Ipswich, 10s. Od.; E. Alexander, Norwich, 5s. 0d.; 
Wm. Irving, Liverpool, 1s. 6d.; G. Fletcher, Co. 
Durham, 5s. 0d.; D. Frone, Essex, 26. 6d. A. P. 
Drury, Bournemouth, 2s. 6d.; Anon., 5s. 0d.; S, 
Tatham, Bucks, 7s. 6d.; G. Smith, Bournemouth, 
10s. Od.; F. Travis, Richmond, 2s. 6d.; D. Bell, 
10s. Od.; H. L. Jupp, Bournemouth, 2s. 0d.3 G. 
Brown, Newcastle, 1s. 0d.; J. Mackpherson, Ridgie 
House, £1; Mr. and Mrs. Preston, Cheltenham, 
5s. 0d.; H. Williams, Barry, 2s. 6d.; M. Pennington, 
Cheshire, £1; R. Powell, Guildford, £2; D. 
Williamson, Walton-on-Thames, £2; Anon, 5s. 0d.3 
H. & R. Tanner, Wilts, 2s. 6d.; E. Dickson, Surrey, 
£1; Miss Roberts, Cardiff, 1s.; H. Uttley, Halifax, 
2s. 6d.; Anon, 10s. 0d.; W. Roberts, Wimbledon, 
10s. Od.; E. Tatham, Abingdon, 10s. 0d.; N. C. 
Edwards, S.W.19, 7s. 6d.; K. Mawes, Shrewsbury, 
2s. 9d.: L. Sugden, Manchester, 7s. 6d.; Anon, £1; 
Mrs. Speirs, Glasgow, 5s. 0d.; E. Rankin, Glasgow, 
5s. Od.; H. Moore, N.14, £1; Two unemployed 
women, Carlisle, 2s. 0d.; Glasgow Graduate, £2; 
D. Macliver, 10s.; G. Cowie, 5s.; Mrs. Macfarlane, 
2s. 6d.; Glasgow W.2 group, 14s.; Anon., £1; A. P. 
Reid, 10s. 


DR. SALTER: HOPES 
FOR RECOVERY 


What is described as “a life and death 
struggle” is going on in the room in Guy’s 
Hospital, London, to which Dr. Alfred 
Salter, the pacifist MP, was removed on 
Sunday, following the sudden attack of 
coronary thrombosis (clot of blood on the 
heart) with which he had been seized a 
few days previously. 

On the whole the doctors are now 
cheerful, and believe that Dr. Salter’s 
magnificent constitution, strong physique 
and unimpeachable life will together 
make recovery possible. 

If this is the case, all the consultants 
hold out the hope that, when the heart 
muscle has become re-established, Dr. 
Salter will be quite as fit and able to 
carry on political work and agitation as 
he has ever been in the past. It is stated, 
however, that his escape from death has 
been “really astounding.” 
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